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INTRODUCTION  

 

By Anthony and Marion Hayward ï Co-Editors 
 

The ultimate purpose of this book is to give sincere Bible students a solid, foundational footing in 

the core principles of Godôs Word in order to guide them through the important decisions of life. 

This covers every facet of life from marriage to raising children, the parables, spirituality and 

evangelism among many other subjects. It is an excellent compilation of Biblical truths that have 

been carefully and thoughtfully collated to educate believers on how to live a true Biblical 

Christian life. 
 

In addition, the lessons contained in this book provide a pivotal foundation for prophecy. We have 

now reached a critical point in earthôs history where the apocalyptic events foretold in Daniel and 

the Revelation are fast reaching their climax. Prophetically speaking, this is a time unsurpassed 

by any other. The prophets and patriarchs of old longed to see this day - they longed to live and 

be a part of this last generation who would see Christ come again in victory. Inconceivable as it 

may seem; and unworthy as we are, the greatest privilege of all time has been allotted to us. God 

timed your birth dear reader, so that you would be among the generation ñthat would not passò 

till this momentous event occurs. Therefore study Godôs prophetic word as though its principles 

of life were written now for you alone. 
 

But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear. For verily I say unto you, 

That many prophets and righteous men have desired to see those things which ye see, and have 

not seen them; and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard them. Matthew 13:16- 

17 
 

The Protestant Reformation of the early 1500ôs was pivotal in developing truth and reviving some 

of the foundational platforms of the Christian faith as taught and practised by the early Disciples. 

But had the great reformers not lived during the Dark Ages and witnessed first-hand the 

suppression of the truth and the persecution that came along with boldly proclaiming it, they would 

not have been able to identify the Anti-Christ power of their time. For ironically, it was the 

preaching of the Gospel itself which ultimately caused the Reformers to be cast out of the mother 

church they loved so dearly; and which effectually exposed and coerced out the beastly qualities 

of the Papacy all the more. 
 

When Luther, Zwingli and others discovered the truth illuminating from Godôs Holy Word ï that 

Godôs Word is sovereign and immutable above any man-made tradition, religion or church 

authority - nothing could restrain these heroic super-troopers from proclaiming it. Boldly shouting 

from the rooftops Jesus Christ is our righteousness - and salvation cannot be earned through our 

own efforts apart from Him, these reformers would rather face death than yield to a religious creed 

conjured up by the popes, to beat the masses into subjection and fill their coffers. Nevertheless, 

let us never forget that the greatest reformers of all time were all initially Catholic and that had 

the mother church been more tolerant of their views, we would not have Protestant Christianity as 

we know it today. 
 

God has designed it so that the light of His Word will  ever increase in each successive generation. 

The light of His Word is not to remain stagnant, nor is it to be suppressed by belief in any religious 

system [of any kind] over the Word of God itself. We are not to cling to past prophecy to the 

neglect of deciphering new prophecy in our time. For since the pinnacle of the Protestant 



5 

 

 

Reformation much greater light has unfolded and will  continue to do so until Christôs return. Christ 

commissions us to take up this work of looking and watching for the prophetic waymarks to keep 

our minds focused on and preoccupied with Him till He comes. This work is given to us - not for 

Christôs benefit, but for ours. 
 

According to the Scriptures dear reader, there are prophecies that can only be unlocked and 

understood by you who are now living in this time. Often it is not until just before or after a 

prophetic sign has taken place that the fulfilment of a Bible prophecy is properly understood or 

decoded for what it actually is. Diligent Bible students will  therefore be ever watchful for the signs 

of ótheirô times! They will  cherish the prophecies they have stored up in their heart and marry them 

up to the waymarks when they pass. Never will  they again recant in the face of Papal complacency 

and stagnation from the dark recesses of the past ï past prophecies, past prophets and old teachings 

- to the neglect of anything new. On the contrary, they will run with the new light and proudly 

bear the label heretic even in this modern age, for the sake of truth. 
 

Of course the prophecies of yesteryear are important, valuable waymarks from which we are to 

establish our basic understanding of prophecy, in order to then branch out. But they are not to be 

the end of it ï for then that would be the end of us. Therefore dear reader, please do benefit from 

these great prophetic writings summarized in the lessons contained in this book; then take those 

very same principles the pioneers employed to step out and advance truth for yourself. 
 

We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a 

light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts: 2 

Peter 1:19 
 

Aside from prophecy, this book reveals in a most beautiful and profound way the Righteousness 

of Christ. His Spirit once received and embraced wholeheartedly into the life will undoubtedly 

bear the divine impress of Christôs beautiful, righteous character on our own. For the grace of God 

does not supplant the need for striving to higher, holy attainment and righteous works, but is rather 

the impetus for it. The grace of God operating in the soul spurs us on to greater heights - divine 

gifting and operations that surpass our wildest expectations. Within every individual God has 

placed unique gifts and talents, which, when cultivated through His divine, fatherly, guiding hand, 

lead to the most magnificent outcomes. This is the miracle of God and man coming together into 

union through Jesus Christ: beautiful, holy lives full of the righteous works of God are the 

inevitable product. The Apostle Paul called it the mystery of Godliness ï the mystery of Christ 

living in me, the hope of glory. Colossians 1:27 
 

In closing, this book is divided into sixteen units; these are not of equal length. There are one 

hundred and twenty-two lessons; neither are they of equal length. The lessons are set up in such a 

way as to be easily studied and understood. This book is put in your hands with the sincere prayer 

that it will help you and anyone searching for truth. 
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TESTIMONY ï PRINCIPLES OF LIFE 2020 

 
By Noleen Eksteen ï Editor / Author / Publisher 

 
 

This reformatted version of a classic 1952 book came about by Divine instruction. 

All  the glory and honor goes to our heavenly Father, through His beloved Son Jesus Christ 

and the Holy Spirit, for working on two continents to bring this book back into print. Thank 

You Lord, for blessing and entrusting me with such an important project. Thank You for 

teaching me and being my Inspiration. 

I owe a debt of gratitude to Anthony and Marion Hayward from Australia, both for their 

original reformatting of the 1952 Pdf format into Word and for being sensitive to the Holy 

Spirit for our Lordôs work. May our heavenly Father Bless you and keep you in the name 

of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

In this book the reader will find the unadulterated Biblical truths which are unfortunately 

not being proclaimed from the pulpit anymore. It explains the truth on Bible Prophecy 

(Daniel & Revelation) from the perspective of an historic chain of events and, when 

studied together with your Bible, will provide a clear prophetic timeline showing where 

we stand in the stream of time. 

Revelation 22:12 And, behold, I  come quickly; and my reward [is] with me, to give every 

man according as his work shall be. 

ñé A Bible study guide for every Christian and to those new to the Christian faith!ò 

May God speak to you through this book, may it draw you to your Bible and help you to 

understand the Biblical truths and discard the errors which have crept into the Christian 

churches. 

May we grow in our spiritual walk as we all look forward to the imminent return of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, our Blessed Hope, and our King of kings and Lord of lords. Amen. 

 

The things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God; "for the Spirit searcheth all 

things, yea, the deep things of God." (1 Corinthians 2:11, 10) 
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UNIT 1 -THE BIBLE IS THE WORD OF GOD  

 
The Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments were given by inspiration 

of God, contain an all-sufficient revelation of His will to men, and are the only 

unerring rule of faith and practice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is 

profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 

for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God 

may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good 

works." 2 Timothy 3:16, 17 
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LESSON 1 - HOW WE GOT OUR BIBLE  

For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God 

spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 

2 Peter 1:21. 

 

The Bible is the most ancient and the most comprehensive history that men 

possess. It came fresh from the fountain of eternal truth, and throughout the 

ages a divine hand has preserved its purity. It lights up the far-distant past, 

where human research in vain seeks to penetrate. In God's word only do we 

behold the power that laid the foundations of the earth, and that stretched out 

the heavens. Here only do we find an authentic account of the origin  of nations. 

Here only is given a history of our race unsullied by human pride or 

prejudice.ðEducation, 173:1 

 

Names of Our Bible 
 

1. What are some of the names applied to our Bible? 

 

a. "The book of the Lord." Isaiah 34:16. 

b. "The Scriptures." Luke 24:27; John 5:39. 

c. "The oracles of God." Romans 3:2. 

d. "The word of Christ." Colossians 3:16. 

e. "The word of truth ." 2 Timothy 2:15. 

f. "The good word of God." Hebrews 6:5. 

 

2. Where did the name "Bible" come from, and what does it mean? 

 

The word "Bible" strictly employed is the title of the Jewish and Christian Scriptures. It is derived 

from the Greek word Bibliaðoriginating in biblos, the inner bark of papyrus (paper)ðliterally 

meaning "Little Books." The term really means simply "books."éIt does not appear as a title of 

the whole Christian Scriptures before the fifth century.ðJames Hastings, A Dictionary of the Bible, 

article, "Bible." 

 

God Communicates with man 

3. In the beginning how did God communicate with man? Genesis 2:16, 17. 

He spoke to Adam and Eve directly. 

 

4. Why was this direct communication broken? Genesis 3:1-9; Isaiah 59:2. 

 

5. After sin broke direct communication with man, how did God make His will known? 

Numbers 12:6 (compare with Amos 3:7); Exodus 28:30 (compare with 1 Samuel 28:6); 

Psalm 119:105; Hebrews 1:1, 2. 

 

Writing the Bible 
 

6. Before God's revelations to man were put in written  form, how were they made known to 

succeeding generations? 
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During the first twenty-five hundred years of human history, there was no written revelation. 

Those who had been taught of God, communicated their knowledge to others, and it was handed 

down from father to son, through successive generations. The preparation of the written word 

began in the time of Moses. Inspired revelations were then embodied in an inspired book. This 

work continued during the long period of sixteen hundred years,ðfrom Moses, the historian of 

creation and the law, to John, the recorder of the most sublime truths of the gospel.ðThe Great 

Controversy, Introduction, v:2. 

 

The antediluvians were without books, they had no written records; but' with their great physical 

and mental vigor, they had strong memories, able to grasp and to retain that which was 

communicated to them, and in turn to transmit it unimpaired to their posterity.ðPatriarchs and 

Prophets, 83:1. 

 

7. What provision did God make in order that His word might be preserved for all future 
generations? Numbers 33:2; Isaiah 30:8; Jeremiah 30:2; Revelation 1:1, 19. 

 

The Bible is a sacred library of sixty-six small books. This unique library is of divine origin. The 

Creator of the universe is the AuthoréSome forty menðliving in different generations, in 

different localities, and occupying various stations of lifeðwere chosen by the Lord to prepare 

the original manuscripts. Genesis was written about 3,500 years ago, about 1500B.C. the 

Revelation was composed about A.D. 97, nearly 1,900 years ago. A period of approximately 1,600 

years elapsed during the accomplishment of this great enterprise.ðTheodora S. Wangerin, Genesis 

to Revelation, Introduction, paragraphs 1-5. 

 

8. With what care did the ancient scribes copy the Sacred Writings?  

 

As a prevention against further errors the scribes counted the number of verses and even letters in 

the various books, and then made note of the middle verse, the middle word, and the middle letter 

of each bookéIf a scribe, after he had finished his work, could not make his count tally with these 

notations, there was some error in his copy of the manuscript, which must either be corrected or 

his copy discarded.ðIra M. Price, The Ancestry of Our English Bible, 30:2. 

 

The Old Testament Scriptures 
 

9. How did Jesus show His approval of the Old Testament Scriptures? 

Mark 14:49; Luke 24:27; John 5:39. 
 

10. How did Jesus divide the Scriptures of the Old Testament? Luke 24:44. 

 

11. How many books are there in the Old Testament? 

There are thirty-nine books in the Old Testament. 
 

We find the name "Old Testament" first used in 2 Corinthians 3:14, where it refers to the old 

covenant given to Israel, and to the Sacred Books connected with it. To Ezra and his associates is 

generally attributed the work of first collecting and arranging the books of the Old Testament 

canon, about 457 B.C. A few books may have been added later. It is interesting to note how the 

word "canon" came to be applied to the books of the Bible. Martin Anstey says: "The word 'canon' 

means a rod, a rule, a standard, an authority. As applied to the books of the Old and New 

Testaments, it indicates that these writings and these alone constitute an exhaustive and an 

authoritative expression of the mind of God, an objective standard or rule of faith, and a final court 

of appeal, valid for all time in all matters pertaining to life and salvation. The word 'canon' as 

applied to the books of the Bible, indicates that these books are to be clearly distinguished, and 
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definitely marked off, from all other literature as being of divine origin, and possessing divine 

authority."ðAdelaide Bee Evans. The Bible Year, 14:12, 3. 

 

The New Testament Scriptures 

 
12. What are the general divisions of the New Testament? 

The New Testament consists of the four Gospels, one book of history, twenty-one epistles or 

letters, and one book of prophecy. 

 

13. Were the New Testament writings recognized as part of the Scriptures by the apostles 
themselves? 2 Peter 3:15, 16. 

 

Studying the Word 
 

14. What is Paul's counsel to youth concerning the Scriptures? 2 Timothy 2:15. 

 

15. What is the greatest reason for the existence of the Scriptures? John 20:31. 

 

16. Learn the books of the Bible in order. See Chart I.  

 

Versions of the Bible 

 
17. The Bible student should know something about at least a few of the older and most 
important translations or "versions" of the Bible . 

 

a. The Septuagint, or "Version of the Seventy," was prepared by the Jews of Alexandria about 

280 B.C. It was in general use at the time of Christ, it being a direct translation of the Hebrew into 

the Greek. 

 

b. The Vulgate, or the Latin translation by Jerome of Bethlehem. He completed the New 

Testament about A.D. 385 and the Old Testament somewhat later. 

 

c. The Douay, the authorized version of the Roman Catholic Church, first published A.D. 1609. 

 

d. Wycliffe's Version (1383), was the first complete English Bible. It was based on the Latin 

Vulgate. (See "b.") 

 

e. King James Version (1611), or, as it is called, the Authorized Version, is generally accepted 

by Protestants. 

 

f. Revised Versions. There are two recent revisions of the Scriptures, the English Revised 

Version and the American Revised Version. The discovery of a number of ancient manuscripts, 

and a more accurate knowledge of the original texts, made a revision seem desirable; and in 1870, 

the work was undertaken by nearly one hundred men, the best who could be chosen for the 

purpose. In 1885, the English Revised Version was published, and the committee having that work 

in charge was disbanded. The American committee continued its study; and in 1901, the American 

Standard Revised Bible was published.ðAdelaide Bee Evans, The Bible Year, 16:2. 
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g. The Revised Standard Version, authorized by the National Council of Churches, representing 

forty Protestant organizations, is the work of thirty-two of the most eminent Bible scholars of 

America, under the chairmanship of Dr Luther A. Wiegel of Yale University. This is not a 

translation, but a revision of the King James Version and the Revised and American Revised 

Versions of the Bible, using many documents supporting the Bible, discovered since the King 

James Version was made in 1611. The New Testament of this version appeared in 1946 and the 

Old Testament in 1952. 

 

The Apocrypha 
 

18. What is known as the "Apocrypha"?  

 

While the voice of prophecy was not heard in Judea during the long period of four hundred years 

which marked the closing of the old dispensation, "the old literary instinct of the Jews asserted 

itself," and many writings were produced. Someéare valued as a history of the period. 

Fourteen of these books, having the following titles, are known as the Apocrypha: First and 

Second Esdras, Tobit, Judith, portions of Esther not found in the Hebrew or Aramaic originals, 

The Wisdom of Solomon, Ecclesiasticus, Baruch, The Song of the Three Holy Children, The 

History of Susanna, Bel and the Dragon, The Prayer of Manasses, and First and Second 

Maccabees. 

The name "Apocrypha" is a Greek word meaning "hidden," or "secret," and was given these books 

because their authorship is unknown. The date of their writing is also a matter of doubt, though it 

is generally placed between the years 200 and 100 B.C. While these Apocryphal books are found 

in the oldest copies of the Septuagint in existence, it is generally agreed that they were not included 

when the first Greek translation was made, and indeed were not added till between A.D. 300 and 

400. Sidney Collett says: "Although there are in the New Testament about 263 direct quotations 

from, and about 370 allusions to, passages in the Old Testament, yet amongst all these there is not 

a single reference, either by Christ or His apostles, to the Apocryphal writings."ðAdelaide Bee 

Evans, The Bible Year, 120:3 to 121:2. 

 

19. Why are the books of the Apocrypha rejected by Protestants? 

 

a. The Hebrew canon does not contain them. 

b. The Lord and His apostles never quoted from them. Josephus rejected them, and Jerome, in 

translating the Vulgate, refused to acknowledge them. 

c. The writers, themselves, claimed no inspiration, but rather confessed a lack of the prophetic 

gift. 

1 Maccabees 4:46; 9:27; 14:41. 

d. The Apocrypha teaches doctrines not in harmony with the Scriptures (see Isaiah 8:20; Galatians 

1:8), such as purgatory and reincarnation (Wisdom 8:19, 20) and prayers of and for the dead (2 

Maccabees 12:43-46). 

 

They [the books of the Apocrypha] utterly want [lack] the progressive plan and mutual 

interconnection of the Old Testament and New Testament Scriptures. Historical errors, 

inaccuracies, and evidently fictitious stories and speeches occur.ðA. R. Fausset, Bible 

Encyclopaedia, article, "Apocrypha." 

 

Consider This 
The Bible is the literature of a raceð"the chosen literature of the chosen writers of the chosen 

nation." We are in the habit of thinking of the Bible as one book; but really it is a good-sized 

library, with sixty-six books, written by many different men, of varied degrees of education and 

widely divergent surroundings and occupations, during a time period extending from the days of 
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Moses to near the close of the first century after Christ. However, the singular form of both the 

words "Bible" and "Scripture" "emphasizes the fact that, under the diversity of human authorship, 

there lies a wonderful unity, pointing to the operation of one directing Mind, which acted during 

more than a thousand consecutive years when these writings were being produced." The name 

"Bible," meaning "the books," is found nowhere in the Scripture itself. It comes to us from the 

Latin biblia (books), which, in turn, came from the Greek biblia, the plural of biblion, which is the 

diminutive of biblos. The reason the Greeks called a book biblos (the singular form) was because 

the ancient books were written on material made from the biblus, or papyrus, reed. 

Just as we speak of the printed sheets of paper with the news printed on them as "the paper," so 

they spoke of a scroll of biblus sheets with writing on them as "the biblos," and a number of them 

would be biblia (plural). It is thought that the Greek word for the name "Bible" was first applied 

to the sacred writings by John Chrysostom, patriarch of Constantinople from A.D. 398 to 404.ð 

Adelaide Bee Evans, The Bible Year, 13:1 to 14:1. 

 

Texts to Remember 
 

Amos 3:7 

Luke 24:44 

2 Peter 1:21 

 

Define or Identify 

 
Antediluvians 

Canon 

Scriptures 

Apocrypha 

Communicate 

Versions 

Bible 
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CHART 1 ï DIVISIONS OF THE BIBLE
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LESSON 2: INSPIRATION OF THE BIBLE  

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God. 

2 Timothy 3:16. 
 

God has been pleased to communicate His truth  to the world  by human agencies, and 

He Himself, by His Holy Spirit, qualified men and enabled them to do this work. He 

guided the mind in the selection of what to speak and what to write. The treasure was 

entrusted to earthen vessels, yet it is, nonetheless, from Heaven. The testimony is 

conveyed thr ough the imperfect expression of human language, yet it  is the testimony 

of God; and the obedient, believing child of God beholds in it the glory of a divine 

power, full of grace and truth.ðThe Great Controversy, Introduction, vi:4. 

 

God's Messages to Man 
 

1. What was the source of the Bible writers' messages? 

 

2 Chronicles 36:15; Isaiah 38:1; Jeremiah 1:1, 2; Ezekiel 1:1-3; Obadiah 1; Jonah 1:1; 2 Peter 

1:21. 

 

2. Could the prophets change the message from God to suit themselves? 

Numbers 22:18; 23:26. 

 

3. What prophet was corrected by God when he gave wrong counsel to a king? 

2 Samuel 7:1-13. 

 

4. How serious was it for a prophet to go contrary to God's revealed will?  

1 Kings 13:7-24. 
 

5. By what means did God communicate with the prophets? Numbers 12:6. 

 

Inspiration of the Scriptures 

6. How much of the Scripture is inspired? 2 Timothy 3:16. 

 

7. Of all the words spoken by God to man, what words only did God write with His own 
finger? Deuteronomy 4:12, 13; 9:10. 

 

The Ten Commandments were spoken by God Himself, and were written by His own hand. They 

are of divine, and not of human composition.ðThe Great Controversy, 88 c.5. 

 

8. What relation did Jesus, or "the Spirit of Christ," have to the prophets of old? 

1 Peter 1:10, 11. 
 

9. The prophet John received the Revelation from Jesus through His angel. Revelation 1:1. 

 

a. God to Jesus. 

b. Jesus to His angel. 

c. His angel to His servant the prophet. 

d. The prophet to the people. 
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The study of the Bible and constant prayer make a breastplate against the attacks of evil. 

 

10. How is the unity of the Bible explained? 

 

Here is a book coming from all quarters, written by men of all classes, scattered through a period 

of fifteen hundred years; and yet this book is fitted together as a wondrous and harmonious whole. 

How was it done? "Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." 2 Peter 1:21. 

One mind inspires the whole book, one voice speaks in it all, and, it is the voice of God speaking 

with resurrection power.ðH. L. Hastings, Will the Old Book Stand? 22:2. 

 

11. What is God able to do? Isaiah 46:9, 10. 

 

a. Of the many prophecies fulfilled, the following are mentioned as outstanding examples: 

 

(1) The Jews were to be "removed into all the kingdoms of the earth." Deuteronomy 28:25. 

(2) The Jews were to eat their own children (Deuteronomy 28:53) and this was fulfilled 

(2 Kings 6:25-29). 

(3) The temple at Jerusalem was to be completely destroyed. Matthew 24:2. This was fulfilled 

under the Roman general Titus A.D. 70. 

(4) There were to be "signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars." Luke 21:25. 

(a) The sun was darkened on May 19, 1780. 

(b) The moon was darkened that same night. 

(c) The stars fell from heaven, November 13, 1833. 

(5) A great anti-Christian power was to "think to change times and laws." Daniel 7:25. 

 

Note the teaching of the Roman Catholic Church: 

 

Q. Have you any other way of proving that the Church has power to institute festivals of precept? 



16 

 

 

A. Had she not such power, she could not have done that in which all modern religionists agree 

with her;ðshe could not have substituted the observance of Sunday the first day of the week, for 

the observance of Saturday the seventh day, a change for which there is no Scriptural authority.ð 

Stephen Keenan, A Doctrinal Catechism, 174:5, 6. 

 

b. Parts of prophecies not yet fulfilled:  

 

(1) Daniel 2-"In the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom." Dan 2:44. 

(2) Daniel 7ð"The saints of the Most High shall take the kingdom." Daniel 7:18. 

(3) The seven sealsð"And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every 

mountain and island were moved out of their places. And [the kings of the earth, etc.] said to the 

mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of Him that sitteth on the throne, and 

from the wrath of the Lamb." Revelation 6:14-16. 

(4) Revelation 13ðThe leopard-like beast, "speaking great things and blasphemies," is to cause 

an image to be made; and men are to be made to worship the image of the beast and receive the 

mark of the beast; and if any refuse, they are to be killed. 

 

12. How should we receive the Bible? 1 Thessalonians 2:13. 

 

Consider This 

"The word of our God shall stand forever." Isaiah 40:8. 

Says Dr Cummings: "The empire of Caesar is gone; the legions of Rome are moldering in the 

dust; the avalanches that Napoleon hurled upon Europe have melted away; the pride of the 

Pharaohs is fallen;ébut the word of God still survives. All things that threatened to extinguish it 

have only aided it; and it proves every day how transient is the noblest monument that man can 

build, how enduring is the least word that God has spoken. Tradition has dug for it a grave; 

intolerance has lighted for it many a fagot; many a Judas has betrayed it with a kiss; many a Peter 

has denied it with an oath; many a Demas has forsaken it; but the word of God still endures."ð 
Adelaide Bee Evans, The Bible Year, ix:l. 

 

 

 

Texts to Remember 

2 Timothy 3:16 

1 Peter 1:10, 11 

 
 

Define or Identify 

Inspiration 

Prophecy 

Vision 
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LESSON 3: THE PURPOSE OF THE BIBLE 

Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for 

our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. 

1 Corinthians 10:11. 
 

In His word, God has committed to men the knowledge necessary for salvation. The 

Holy Scriptures are to be accepted as an authoritative, infallible revelation of His 

will. They are the standard of character, the revealer of doctrines, and the test of 

experience ðThe Great Controversy, Introduction, vii: 1. 

 

The Bible Imparts True Knowledge 

1. What does Paul say about God's judgments and ways? Romans 11:33. 

 

2. Through whom does God reveal His "secrets" (Deuteronomy 29:29) to man? Amos 3:7. 

 

3. What are we told to do? 2 Timothy 2:15. 

 

4. May we have confidence in the knowledge which comes to us through the Bible? 

Proverbs 22:20, 21; 2 Timothy 3:16, 17. 
 

There is no sure doctrine but such as is conformable to the word of GodéThis word is the only 

truth; it is the sure rule of all doctrine and of all life, and can never fail or deceive us. ðJ. H. Merle 

d'Aubigne, History of the Reformation of the Sixteenth Century, vol. 4, 59:3. 

 

What Does the Bible Do? 

5. How does the Bible help us? 2 Timothy 3:16, 17. 

 

a. It "is profitable for doctrine." 

b. "reproof." 

c. "correction." 

d. "instruction." 

e. That man may be "perfect, thoroughly furnished." 

f. Is "a lamp" to our feet. Psalm 119:105. 

g. Helps give "a reason for the hope that is in you." 1 Peter 3:15. 

h. Gives joy. Habakkuk 3:18. 

 

6. What is the word of God able to do? Hebrews 4:12, last part. 

 

In all ages, philosophers and teachers have been presenting to the world theories by which to 

satisfy the soul's need. Every heathen nation has had its great teachers and religious systems 

offering some other means of redemption than Christ, turning the eyes of men away from the 

Father's face, and filling their hearts with fear of Him who has given them only blessing. It is the 

gospel of the grace of God alone that can uplift the soul. The contemplation of the love of God 

manifested in His Son will stir the heart and arouse the powers of the soul as nothing else can. 

Christ came that He might re-create the image of God in man; and whoever turns men away from 

Christ is turning them away from the source of true development; he is defrauding them of the 

hope and purpose and glory of life. He is a thief and a robber. ð The Desire of Ages, 478:2. 
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God's word foretells coming eve)] so that the faith of His children will be strengthened. 

The Bible reveals Christ 

7. Of whom did Moses and the prophets write? John 1:45. 

 

8. Of whom do the Scriptures testify? John 5:39. 

 

9. Where is the promise of a Redeemer first revealed in the Bible?  Genesis 3:15. 

 

10. In  what prophecy are Christ's life, suffering, and death touchingly foretold? 

Isaiah 53. 
 

Like the scarlet thread that runs through every inch of rope in the British navy, like the melody of 

a beautiful song, like the theme of a great masterpiece, so is Jesus in the Scriptures. He is the 

author and the hero, the beginning and the ending of your Holy Bible. ðBible Readings for the 

Home, 41:4. 

 

Great teachers and religious systems offering some other means of redemption than Christ, turning 

the eyes of men away from the Father's face, and filling their hearts with fear of Him who has 

given them only blessingéIt is the gospel of the grace of God alone that can uplift the soul. The 

contemplation of the love of God manifested in His Son will stir the heart and arouse the powers 

of the soul as nothing else can. Christ came that He might re-create the image of God in man; and 

whoever turns men away from Christ is turning them away from the source of true development; 



19 

 

 

he is defrauding them of the hope and purpose and glory of life. He is a thief and a robber.ðThe 

Desire of Ages, 478:2. 

 

God's Word to Become a Part of Us 

11. What did Christ declare His Father's commandment to be? John 12:50. 

 

12. What are the words of Christ said to be? John 6:63, 68. 

 

13. What lesson was the feeding of the children of Israel with manna intended to teach? 

Deuteronomy 8:3; Matthew 4:4. 

 

14. What did Jesus declare Himself to be? John 6:35. 

 

15. After making this declaration about Himself, what did He suggest that men should do? 

John 6:57, 58. 

 

16. How did He explain the symbols He had used regarding eating His flesh and drinking 
His blood? John 6:63. 

Consider This 

First of all, we should read the Bible to satisfy our soul hunger. As we read God's written word to 

us, and open our minds to receive His thoughts, He will  speak to us as truly as He spoke to David, 

and to Isaiah, and to Daniel. We need to know Him, and we may know Him best through His 

word.ðAdelaide Bee Evans, The Bible Year, ix: 2. 

 

Born in the East, and clothed in Oriental form and imagery, the Bible walks the ways of all the 

world with familiar feet, and enters land after land to find its own everywhere. It has learned to 

speak in hundreds of languages to the heart of man. It comes into the palace to tell the monarch 

that he is the servant of the Most High, and into the cottage to assure the peasant that he is the son 

of God. Children listen to its stories with wonder and delight, and wise men ponder them as 

parables of life. It has a word of peace for the time of peril, a word of comfort for the day of 

calamity, a word of light for the hour of darkness. Its oracles are repeated in the assembly of the 

people, and its counsels whispered in the ear of the lonely. The wise and the proud tremble at its 

warnings, but to the wounded and penitent it has a mother's voice. The wilderness and the solitary 

place have been made glad by it, and the fire on the hearth has lighted the reading of its well-worn 

pages. It has woven itself into our deepest affections, and coloured our dearest dreams; so that 

love and friendship, sympathy and devotion, memory and hope, put on the beautiful garments of 

its treasured speech, breathing of frankincense and myrrh. Above the cradle and beside the grave 

its great words come to us uncalled. They fill our prayers with power larger than we know, and 

the beauty of them lingers in our ears long after the sermons which they have adorned have been 

forgotten. They return to us swiftly and quietly, like birds flying from far away. They surprise us 

with new meanings, like springs of water breaking forth from the mountain beside a long-forgotten 

path. They grow richer, as pearls do when they are worn near the heart. No man is poor or desolate 

who has this treasure for his own.ðHenry van Dyke. 

 

Texts to Remember 
Deuteronomy 29:29; John 5:39; 1 Corinthians 10:11; Amos 3:7; John 6:63 

 

Define or Identify 
Admonition; Ensamples; Reproof; Doctrine; Fundamental; Truth 
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LESSON 4: POWER OF THE WORD OF GOD 

By the word of the Lord were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the 

breath of His mouth. For He spake, and it was done; He commanded, and it stood 

fast. Psalm 33:6, 9. 
 

The work of creation can never be explained by science. What science can explain the 

mystery of life? The theory that God did not create matter when He brought the 

world into existence is without foundation. In the formation of our world, God was 

not indebted to pre-existing matter. On the contrary, all things, material or spiritual, 

stood up before the Lord  Jehovah at His voice and were created for  His own purpose. 

The heavens and all the host of them, the earth and all things therein, are not only 

the work of His hand; they came into existence by the breath of His mouth.ð 
Testimonies for the Church, vol. 8, 258:3, 4. 

 

Creative and Upholding Power of the Word 

1. How were the heavens made? Psalm 33:6, 9. 

2. Why are God's words so powerful? John 6:63. 

3. How are the earth and all the universe upheld? Hebrews 1:3. 

 

The same creative energy that brought the world into existence is still exerted in upholding the 

universe and continuing the operations of nature. ð Counsels to Parents, Teachers, and Students, 

185:3. 

 

The Word Was Christ 

4. What is the Word declared to be? John 1:1. 

5. Who was with God the Father in the beginning at creation? John 1:1, 2. 

6. By whom were all things made? John 1:3, 10. 

7. What was in Him (the Word)? John 1:14. 

 

Christ, the Word, the Only Begotten of God, was one with the Eternal Father,ðone in nature, in 

character, in purpose,ðthe only being that could enter into all the counsels and purposes of God. 

Patriarchs and Prophets, 34:1. 

 

8. What was said regarding Jesus' words? Matthew 7:29; Luke 4:32 

 

9. Examples illustrating the power of Christ's word:  

 

a. Evil spirits cast out. Matthew 8:16. 

b. Fig tree withered. Matthew 21:18-20. 

c. Storm stilled. Mark 4:36-41. 

d. Sick healed. Luke 7:2-10. 

e. Dead raised to life. John 11:43, 44. 
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10. Examples illustrating the power of His word as spoken by His followers: 

 

a. Water flowed from a rock. Numbers 20:7-11. 

b. Sun and moon stood still. Joshua 10:12-14. 

c. A sick man healed. Acts 9:33, 34. 

d. A woman raised to life. Acts 9:36-41. 
 

 

Men may hurl fierce attacks at the Scriptures, but the word of God stands firm as a 

rock. 

Cleansed and Kept by His Word 

 
11. How are we cleansed from sin? Psalm 119:9; John 15:3. 

 

12. After being cleansed, how are we kept from again falling into sin? 

Psalm 119:11; Matthew 4:4; Romans 1:16, 17; 1 Peter 1:5. 
 

13. If obeyed, what will the word of God do for the believer? John 17:17. 
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The Sufficing Bible 
 

When I am tired, the Bible is my bed; 

Or in the dark, the Bible is my light. 

When I am hungry, it is vital bread; 

Or fearful, it is armour for the fight. 

When I am sick, 'tis healing medicine; 

Or lonely, thronging friends I find therein. 

If I would work, the Bible is my tool; 

Or play, it is a harp of happy sound. 

If I am ignorant, it is my school; 

If I am sinking, it is solid ground. 
 

If I am cold, the Bible is my fire; 

And it is wings, if boldly I aspire. 

Should I be lost, the Bible is my guide; 

Or naked, it is raiment rich and warm. 

Am I imprisoned? It is ranges wide; 

Or tempest tossed? A shelter from the storm. 

Would I adventure, 'tis a gallant sea; 

Or would I rest, it is a flowery lea. 

Does gloom oppress? The Bible is a sun; 

Or ugliness? It is a garden fair. 

Am I athirst? How cool its currents run. 

Or stifled? What a vivifying air! 
Since thus thou givest of thyself to me, 

How should I give myself, great Book, to thee? 
ðAmos R. Wells. 

 
 

Texts to Remember 

Psalm 33:6, 9 

Psalm 119:9, 11 

John 1:1-3, 14 

 
 

Define or Identify 

Creation. 

Power. 

Word 



23 

 

 

LESSON 5 - HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE  

Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 

ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 2 Timothy 2:15. 
 

It is the first and highest duty of every rational being to learn from the Scriptures 

what is truth, and then to walk in the light, and encourage others to follow his 

example: We should day by day study the Bible diligently, weighing every thought, 

and comparing scripture with scripture. With divine help, we are to form our 

opinions for ourselves, as we are to answer for ourselves before God. - The Great 

Controversy, 598.2 

 

You Can Understand the Bible 
 

1. Does God intend that we should understand, the Scriptures? 

Deuteronomy 29:29; Mark 4:11, first part; 13:14. 

 

2. Why do some people find it difficult to understand the Bible? 

Romans 8:5, 6; 1 Corinthians 2:13, 14; Ephesians 4:17-19. 
 

3. Can the unconverted fully understand God's word? John 3:1-8. 

 

4. Are some parts of the Bible more difficult to understand than others? 2 Peter 3:15, 16. 

 

5. Is there any relationship between obedience and the understanding of God's word? 

Psalm 119:33-40; John 7:17. 

 

6. As we seek to understand God's word, who will help us? 

Luke 24:45; Ephesians 1:17-19; 2 Timothy 2:7. 
 

7. Through whom does this help come? John 14:16, 17, 26; 16:13. 

 

A true knowledge of the. Bible can be gained only through the aid of that Spirit by whom the word 

was given. - Education, 189:2. 

 

Principles of Bible Study 

8. Of what value is Bible study? John 5:39; 2 Timothy 3:15-17. 

 

9. How important was God's word to Job? Job 23:12. 

 

10. What noble example of Bible study is recorded in the Bible? Acts 17:11. 

 

11. What should be our purpose in the study of the Bible? 2 Timothy 2:15. 

 

The student of the Bible should be taught to approach it in the spirit of a learner. We are to search 

its pages, not for proof to sustain our opinions, but in order to know what God says. --Education, 

189:1. 

 

12. How are we to arrive at a correct interpretation of Bible truth?  

Isaiah 28:10; 1 Corinthians 2:13. 
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The study of the Bible demands our most diligent effort and persevering thought. As the miner 

digs for the golden treasure in the earth, so earnestly, persistently, must we seek for the treasure 

of God's word.ðEducation, 189:3. 

The Bible points the way from a lost, sinful world to God's eternal kingdom of glory 

 
13. As we read the Bible, what else should we do? 1 Timothy 4:15. 

 

In daily study the verse-by-verse method is often most helpful. Let the student take one verse, and 

concentrate the mind on ascertaining the thought that God has put into that verse for him, and then 

dwell upon the thought until it becomes his own. One passage thus studied until its significance is 

clear, is of more value than the perusal of many chapters with no definite purpose in view, and no 

positive instruction gained.ðEducation, 189:4. 

 

14. As we study God's word, for what should we pray? Psalm 119:18; James 1:5, 6. 

 

Never should the Bible be studied without prayer. Before opening its pages we should ask for the 

enlightenment of the Holy Spirit, and it will be given Jesus will see us in the secret places of 

prayer, if we will seek Him for light, that we may know what is truth. Angels from the world of 

light will  be with those who in humility of heart seek for divine guidance. - Steps to Christ, 96:1. 

 

15. Of what personal benefit is the study of the Bible to the Christian? Psalm 119:9, 11. 
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Faith in God's word, prayerfully studied and practically applied, will be our shield from Satan's 

power, and will bring us off conquerors through the blood of Christ. -- Messages to Young People, 

61:2. 

 

Only those who have been diligent students of the Scriptures, and who have received the love of 

the truth, will be shielded from the powerful delusion that takes the world captive. By the Bible 

testimony these will detect the deceiver in his disguise.ðThe Great Controversy, 625:3. 

How to study the Bible 

Suggested Methods of Bible Study: 

 

1. Read it reverently. 
Angels who are ever before the throne of God cover their faces as they sing His praise. We should 

shut out of our minds all worldly thoughts when we open the, pages of the Book. 

 

2. Read it slowly. 

Let its truths have time to take root. "Be still, and know" [Psalm 46:10], says the Mighty One. Be 

quiet, unhurried, that you may hear His voice. Only so can you know your Bible. "The Bible in 

the hand won't do; the Bible in the head won't do; but the Bible in the heart means eternal life." 

 

3. Read it submissively. 

The Bible is God's message to you. Through its pages, He will speak to your heart, leading you 

into all truth. Come to this reading in a submissive, teachable, obedient spirit, and you will be truly 

taught of Him. "If  any man willeth to do His will,"  said Jesus, "he shall know of the teaching." [The 

Modern Reader's Bible, Moulton, John 7:17.] 

 

4. Read it prayerfully.  

"When you are reading a book in a dark room, and come to a difficult  part, you take it to a window 

to get more light. So take your Bible to Christ." Think not so much of the number of chapters and 

verses as of your need, and the help which your Father is waiting to send you through His word. 

And remember that your progress in comprehension of the Bible will be measured by your 

earnestness in prayer. 

 

5. Read it daily. 

"I am sorry for the men who do not read the Bible every day," said President Wilson. 

"Today," is the word of inspiration. "Todayéhear His voice"ðand every day. Do not miss one, 

or say to yourself, "Tomorrow." What if, for you, tomorrow should not come? 

 

6. Read it firs t. 

"The Bible ought to have the best time in the day; and for most men, the best time in the day is 

the early morning hour." No matter what other books press their claims upon your time and 

thought, do not open one till you have spent some time with the Bible. 

 

7. Read it last. 

Come to the Book at nightfall. The day may bring temptation and defeat, toil and weariness, grief 

and humiliation. Whatever has come, we still need that which Jesus alone can bestow. "Come unto 

Me, . . . and I will  give" [Matthew 11:28], is His gracious invitation. There is only one conditionð 

Come. And how better can we come to Him than to sit down for a little space with His word, 

telling Him our heart's need, and listening to His message to us? 
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8. Read it on the Sabbath. 

How much better we should know the Bible if we read it more upon the Sabbath! And we should 

keep the Sabbath better if  we read the Bible more. Sometimes we excuse ourselves for not reading 

God's word, on the plea of lack of time; but "there's time to read upon the Sabbath day."ðAdelaide 

Bee Evans, The Bible Year, x: 1 to xi: 2. 

 

Texts to Remember 
Isaiah 28:10; 2 Timothy 2:15 

 

Define or Identify 
Commentary; Interpretation; Study; Compare; Precept; Understand; Concentrate. 
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LESSON 6: THE BIBLE IS THE WORD OF GOD - SUMMARY 

OF UNIT 1 

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may 

be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 2 Timothy 3:16, 17. 
 

It  is proper and right  to read the Bible; but your duty does not end there; for  you are 

to search its pages for yourselves. The knowledge of God is not to be gained without 

mental effort, without prayer for wisdom in order that you may separate from the 

pure grain of truth the chaff with which men and Satan have misrepresented the 

doctrines of truth. Satan and his confederacy of human agents have endeavoured to 

mix the chaff of error with the wheat of truth. We should diligently seek for the 

hidden treasure, and seek wisdom from heaven in order to separate human 

inventions from the divine commands. The Holy Spirit will aid the seeker for great 

and precious truths  which relate to the plan of redemption. I  would impress upon all 

the fact that a causal reading of the Scriptures is not enough. We must search, and 

this means the doing of all the word implies. As the miner eagerly explores the earth 

to discover its veins of gold, so you are to explore the word of God for the hidden 

treasure that Satan has so long sought to hide from man. The Lord  says, ñIf any man 

willeth to do His will, he shall know of the teachings.ò John 7:17, R.V. ï Fundamental 

of Christians Education, 307:2. 

 

How We Got Our Bible 

1. The Bible contains two Testaments. How many books in each? 

2. Name five important translations of the Bible. 

3. Name five ways in which God has communicated with man. 

4. What does "Apocrypha" mean? 

5. What is the difference between the Apocrypha and the Apocalypse? 

6. List six reasons why the 

Apocrypha is rejected. 

7. What religious group accepts 

the Apocrypha? 

8. Know into what divisions the 

Bible is divided. See chart 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We cannot expect the light of 

heaven to shine through us 

unless our lives are lighted by 

truth. 
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Inspiration of the Bible 
1. How did God communicate with the prophets? 
2. How do you prove that the Old Testament is inspired? 

3. What portion only of the Bible did God write with His own finger? 

4. Mention several prophecies which have been fulfilled. 

5. Mention several things the Bible contains which reveal more than human ability. 

 

The Purpose of the Bible 
1. Name several ways the Bible can help mankind to live better. 
2. Be able to point out several instances of the existence of Christ before He was born in 

Bethlehem. At least three in the Old Testament. 

3. How does the Bible provide a hope? 

 

Power of the Word of God 
1. Who is the Word? 
2. Who was the active agent in creation? 

3. Name several examples of power of Christ's spoken words. 

4. Give an example of a person kept from sin by the word. 

5. Mention instances of the power of the word in the Old Testament. 

 

How to Study the Bible 
1. Who wrote "in which [in the Scriptures] are some things hard to be understood"? 
2. Who is to "guide" us into all truth? Be specific. 

3. List the spiritual attitudes we must reveal in order to understand the Bible. 

4. Name a group of people mentioned as "more noble" because of daily Bible study. 
 

 

"Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life," is counsel for youth. John 

5:39. 



29 

 

 

UNIT 2 - "THE WHOLE FAMILY IN HEAVEN AND EARTH"  

 
The Godhead, or Trinity, consists of the Eternal Father, a personal, spiritual Being, 

omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient, infinite in wisdom and love; 

the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Eternal Father, through whom all things were 

created and through whom the salvation of the redeemed hosts will  be accomplished. 

The Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the Godhead, the great regenerating power in 

the work of redemption. 

Jesus Christ  is very God, being of the same nature and essence as the Eternal Father. 

While retaining His divine nature He took upon Himself the nature of the human 

family, lived on the earth as a man, exemplified in His life as our Example the 

principles of righteousness, attested His relationship to God by many mighty 

miracles, died for our sins on the cross, was raised from the dead, and ascended to 

the Father, where He ever lives to make intercession for us. God "only hath 

immortality." 1 Timothy 6:16. Mortal man possesses a nature inherently sinful and 

dying. Eternal life is the gift of God through faith in Christ. Romans 6:23. "He that 

hath the Son hath life." 1 John 5:12. Immortality is bestowed upon the righteous at 

the second coming of Christ, when the righteous dead are raised from the grave and 

the living righteous translated to meet the Lord. Then it is that those accounted 

faithfu l "put on immortality." 1 Corinthians  15:51-55. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

" The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love 

of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be 

with you all." 2 Corinthians 13:14. 
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LESSON 7: THE GODHEAD OR TRINITY  

The Lord our God is one Lord. Deuteronomy 6:4. 
 

Three distinct agencies, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, work together for human 

beings. They are united in the work of making the church on earth like the church in heaven. 

They place the resources of heaven at the disposal of those who will appreciate and impart 

these spiritual  treasures, multiplying  them by using them to the glory of God. Every diligent 

effort to improve adds to the gifts we have. The powers of heaven work with human beings 

on the plan of multiplication.ðManuscript, April 19, 1900. 

 

Christ, the Word, the Only Begotten of God, was one with the Eternal Father,ðone in 

nature, in character, in purpose,ðthe only being that could enter into all the counsels and 

purposes of God.ðPatriarchs and Prophets, 34:1. 

 

The Unity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

 
1. Identify the three persons of the Godhead. 

Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14; 1 John 5:7. 

 

2. Although there are three persons in the Godhead, how are they represented in the Bible? 

Deuteronomy 6:4; John 10:30; Ephesians 4:5, 6. 
 

While God the Father, God the Son, and the Holy Spirit are three separate and distinct beings, yet 

they are "one in nature, in character, in purpose" (Patriarchs and Prophets, 34:1), working in such 

close relationship as to be one. Moses endeavoured to explain this truth to Israel when he said, 

"The Lord our God is one Lord." Deuteronomy 6:4. 

 

The unity that exists between Christ and His disciples does not destroy the personality of either. 

They are one in purpose, in mind, in character, but not in person. It is thus that God and Christ are 

one.ðThe Ministry of Healing, 422:1. 

 

It is the same God from whom, through whom, and by whom are all things, who is at once the 

Father who provides, the Son who accomplishes, and the Spirit who applies, redemption. ðJohn 

D. Davis, The Westminster Dictionary of the Bible, article, "God." 
 

The Godhead was stirred with pity for the race, and the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit gave 

Themselves to the working out of the plan of redemption.ðCounsels on Health, 222:2. 

 

3. How did the three members of the Godhead work  together in the creation of the world? 

Genesis 1:2, 26; Hebrews 1:1, 2. 

 

The Father is the source, the Son the intermediary, and the Holy Spirit is the medium 

through which the creation came into beingðLeRoy E. Froom, The Coming of the Comforter, 49:1. 

 

4. How do they work together in the plan of redemption? 

In the redemption of sinful man the Father gives, the Son yields, and the Holy Spirit impresses. 

 

5. In the following texts what characteristic do you find possessed by each member of the 
Godhead? John 3:16; Ephesians 5:2; Romans 15:30. 

 

God, the Father 
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6. How are we to address the First Person of the Godhead? Matthew 6:9. 

 

The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are one in purpose and plan for our salvation. 

 
7. What are some of the offices of the Father as presented in the Scriptures? 

Genesis 1:1; Daniel 7:9, 10. 
 

8. What does God have in Himself? John 5:26. 

 

9. Does God have a personality? 

The Father and the Son each have a personality.ðTestimonies, vol. 9, 68:2. 

 

God, the Son 
 

10. Who is Jesus, what positions does He occupy, and what has He done? 

a. "The Word," "all things were made by Him." John 1:1-3. 
b. "The Word was made flesh." John 1:14. 

c. "The brightness of His [Father's] glory." Hebrews 1:1-3. 

d. "The Apostle and High Priest." Hebrews 3:1. 

e. "The precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot." 

1 Peter 1:18, 19. 

f. "An advocate with the Father." 1 John 2:1. 

g. "Faithful and TrueéThe Word of God." Revelation 19:11-16. 

 

11. Compare the Son with the Father. John 14:28; Hebrews 1:2, 3. 

 

12. What valuable gift did the Son receive from the Father? John 5:26; 10:17, 18. 

 

13. How did Jesus address the Father? John 17:11, 21, 24, 25. 

As recorded in the Gospels, Jesus, when referring to God, used the expression "My Father" fifty- 

seven times. 

 

God, the Holy Spirit 
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14. What does the Holy Spirit do? Genesis 1:2; John 14:26; 15:26; 16:8, 13, 14. 

 

15. In harmony with what does He work? Isaiah 8:20. 

Sin could be resisted and overcome only through the mighty agency of the Third Person of the 

Godhead, who would come with no modified energy, but in the fullness of divine power.ð 
The Desire of Ages, 671:2. 

The operations of the Spirit are always in harmony with the written word.ð 
The Acts of the Apostles, 284:2. 

 

16. Study the following references carefully and decide whether or not the Holy Spirit  has a 

personality: 

a. Can be tempted, or lied to. Acts 5:3, 4, 9. 
b. Has a mind. Romans 8:27. 

c. Loves. Romans 15:30. 

d. Knows the things of man. 1 Corinthians 2:11. 

e. Wills. 1 Corinthians 12:11. 

f. May be communed with. 2 Corinthians 13:14. 

g. May be grieved. Ephesians 4:30. 

 

We need to realize that the Holy Spiritéis as much a person as God is a person.ð 

EG. White, Manuscript 66, 1899. 

The Holy Spirit is Christ's representative, but divested of the personality of humanity, and 

independent thereof. --The Desire of Ages, 669:2; also Review and Herald, Nov. 19, 1908. 

 

17. Is it necessary to understand or define the Holy Spirit?  

t is not essential for us to be able to define just what the Holy Spirit is The nature of the Holy Spirit 

is a mystery. Men cannot explain it, because the Lord has not revealed it to them. Men having 

fanciful views may bring together passages of Scripture and put a human construction on them; 

but the acceptance of these views will  not strengthen the church. Regarding such mysteries, which 

are too deep for human understanding silence is golden.--The Acts of the Apostles, 51:3; 52:1. 

 

18. Who "moved" upon "the holy men of God" to write the prophecies? 2 Peter 1:21. 

 

Remember 

1. It is encouraging to know that the three members of the Godhead, who have co-operated in all 

things since the beginning, are still co-operating in the redemption of the human race. 

2. At the baptism of Jesus all three persons of the Godhead, or Trinity, were present. The Father 

spoke, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased" (Matthew 3:17); the Son 

was praying on the bank of the Jordan (The Desire of Ages, 111:3); and the Spirit descended upon 

Him in the form of a dove (Matthew 3:16). 

3. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, powers infinite and omniscient, receive those who 

truly enter into covenant relation with God. They are present at every baptism, to receive the 

candidates who have renounced the world, and have received Christ into the soul temple. These 

candidates have entered into the family of God, and their names are inscribed in the Lamb's book 

of life. --EG. White, Manuscript, April 19, 1900. 

 

Texts to Remember 
Deuteronomy 6:4; Ephesians 4:5; 6 Hebrews 1:1, 2; John 3:12 

 

Define or Identify 
Godhead; Omnipotent; Omniscient; Mystery; Omnipresent. 
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LESSON 8: "MY FATHER AND YOUR  FATHER"  

He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. 1 John 4:8 
 

The more we study the divine character in the light of the cross, the more we see 

mercy, tenderness, and forgiveness blended with equity and justice, and the more 

clearly we discern innumerable evidences of a love that is infinite, and a tender pity 

surpassing a mother's yearning sympathy for  her wayward child.ðSteps to Christ, 18:0. 

 

A Personal Being 

1. Speaking with the Samaritan woman, how did Jesus refer to the Father? John 4:24. 

 

The mighty power that works through all nature and sustains all things is not, as some men of 

science represent, merely an all-pervading principle, an actuating energy. God is a Spirit; yet He 

is a personal Being; for so He has revealed Himself. ïThe Ministry of Healing, 413:1. (See Jeremiah 

10:10, 11.) 

 

2. Has man ever seen God? Exodus 33:20-23; 1 Timothy 6:16. 

 

3. Does God have a definite form? Genesis 1:26, 27; Daniel 7:9, 13. 

 

Man was to bear God's image, both in outward resemblance and in character. Christ alone is "the 

express image" (Hebrews 1:3) of the Father; but man was formed in the likeness of God. He was 

holy and happy in bearing the image of God, and in perfect obedience to His will.ðPatriarchs and 

Prophets, 45:2. 

 

4. What do the following texts reveal about God? 

a. His presence is spoken of as "My glory." Exodus 33:22. 

b. "Upon the likeness of the throne was the likeness as the appearance of a man above upon it." 

Ezekiel 1:26-28. 

c. Because of His appearance He is called "the Ancient of Days." Daniel 7:9. 

 

5. What is said of Jesus' resemblance to the Father? Colossians 1:15; Hebrews 1:1-3. 

 

6. How far should we go in seeking to understand the mystery of God's being? 

Deuteronomy 29:29. 
 

"Those things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever;" but "the secret 

things belong unto the Lord our God." Deuteronomy 29:29. 

The revelation of Himself that God has given in His word is for our study. This we may seek to 

understand. But beyond this we are not to penetrate. The highest intellect may tax itself until it is 

wearied out in conjectures regarding the nature of God; but the effort will be fruitless. This 

problem has not been given us to solve. No human mind can comprehend God. Let not finite man 

attempt to interpret Him. Let none indulge in speculation regarding His nature. Here silence is 

eloquence. 

The Omniscient One is above discussion.ðTestimonies, vol. 8, 279:1. 

 

Characteristics Revealed 

7. On Mount  Sinai what characteristics of God were impressed upon Moses? Exodus 34:6, 7. 
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8. How much may we depend upon God? Deuteronomy 10:17, 18; 34:4; James 1:17. 

 

The love of God was revealed in the life of Jesusðthe "express image" of His Father. 

 
9. What is the basis of all God's dealings with His creatures? John 3:16; 1 John 4:8. 

 

10. Who only has immortality? 1 Timothy 6:16. 

 

11. What does the Father have in Himself and what did He give to the Son? John 5:26. 

 

12. How is the true God distinguished from false gods? 

Isaiah 40:26-28; 45:11, 12; Jeremiah 10:10-12. 

 

How God Is Revealed? 
 

13. In whom is a perfect revelation of the Father seen? 

Matthew 11:27; John 14:8-11; Hebrews 1:2, 3. 
 

"His name shall be called Immanuel, God with us." [Matthew 1:23, margin] From the days of 

eternity the Lord Jesus Christ was one with the Father; He was "the image of God" [2 Corinthians 

4:4], the image of His greatness and majesty, "the outshining of His glory" [Hebrews 1:3; see New 
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Testament in Basic English]. It was to manifest this glory that He came to our world. To this sin- 

darkened earth He came to reveal the light of God's love,ðto be "God with us." By coming to 

dwell with us, Jesus was to reveal God both to men and to angels.ðThe Desire of Ages, 19:1, 2. 

 

14. Give another means of the revelation of God to man. Psalm 19:1; Romans 1:19, 20. 

 

15. What is the primary purpose of the Bible? Romans 1:16, 17. 

Nature and revelation alike testify to God's love.--Steps to Christ, 9:1. 

 

16. What benefit is there in knowing Him as a personal God? John 17:3. 

 

It is not enough to possess a theoretical or even a Biblical knowledge of God. We must know Him 

as a personal Friend. It is our privilege to know Him through Bible study, through the revelation 

of nature, and, above all, through personal contact in prayer. This is a daily experience. Although 

God dwells not in temples made with hands, yet He honours with His presence the assemblies of 

His people. He has promised that when they come together to seek Him, to acknowledge their sins 

and to pray for one another" He will meet with them by His Spirit. But those who assemble to 

worship Him should put away every evil thing. Unless they worship Him in spirit and truth and in 

the beauty of holiness, their coming together will be of no avail. --Prophets and Kings, 50:1. 

 

Remember: 

Though God is "the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity," yet: 

 

a. Our God is a tender, merciful Father,é[our] best Friend. ðSteps to Christ, 108:2. 

 

b. God is ready and willing to hear the sincere prayer of the humblest of His children. 

Steps to Christ, 98:1. 

 

c. We may walk with Him as did Enoch and one day walk through the gates of the Holy City into 

His very presence. 

 

 

Texts to Remember 

Exodus 34:6, 7 

John 14:8, 9 

1 John 4:8 

John 4:24 

Romans 1:16, 17 
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LESSON 9 ï THE ANGELS  

Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be 

heirs of salvation? Hebrews 1:14. 
 

The connection of the visible with the invisible world, the ministration of angels of 

God, and the agency of evil spirits, are plainly revealed in the Scriptures, and 

inseparably interwoven with  human history. There is a growing tendency to disbelief 

in the existence of evil spirits, while the holy angels that "minister  for  them who shall 

be heirs of salvation" (Hebrews 1:14), are regarded by many as the spirits of the dead. 

But the Scriptures not only teach the existence of angels, both good and evil, but 

present unquestionable proof that these are not the disembodied spirits of dead men. 

-The Great Controversy, 511:1. 

 

Nature of Angels 
 

1. How do men compare with angels? Psalm 8:4, 5. 

 

2. What is said of the strength and character of angels? Psalm 103:20, 21. 

 

3. In what respect do angels differ from men? Hebrews 1:13, 14. 

Angels are in nature superior to men. --The Great Controversy, 511:2. 

 

4. What do the following texts teach about the number of angels? 

Psalm 68:17; Hebrews 12:22; Revelation 5:11. 
 

5. What responsibility do angels have toward those who fear God? Psalm 34:7. 

He would sooner send every angel out of glory to the relief of faithful souls, to make a hedge 

about them, than have them deceived and led away by the lying wonders of Satan. --Early Writings, 

88:1. 

 

6. Why did Jesus say, ñTake heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, 

that in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven. Matthew 

18:10 

 

7. Instances of angel deliverances: 

a. Elisha at Dothan. 2 Kings 6:14-17. 
b. Destruction of Sennacherib's army. Isaiah 37:33-36. 

c. Daniel delivered from the lions' den. Daniel 6:22. 

d. Peter delivered from prison. Acts 12:6-11. 

 

8. Instances of angels' talking with human beings: 

a. With Gideon by the wine press. Judges 6:11-18. 
b. With Manoah and his wife. Judges 13:2-21. 

c. In answer to Daniel's prayer. Daniel 9:20-27. 

d. To Zacharias regarding his son-to-be. Luke 1:5-20. 

e. With Mary regarding the birth of Jesus. Luke 1:26-31. 

 

9. What important work will  the angels have in connection with the coming of Christ? 

Matthew 24:30, 31. 
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10. How many of the heavenly angels will accompany Jesus when He comes in glory? 

Matthew 25:31; Revelation 8:1. 
When the Lord appears, He comes with all the holy angels with Him. Matthew 25:31. When all 

the heavenly harpers leave the courts above to come to this earth with their divine Lord as He 

descends to gather the fruit of His redeeming work, will  there not be silence in heaven? The length 

of this period of silence, if we consider it prophetic time, would be about seven days. --The 

Prophecies of Daniel and the Revelation, 473:3. 

Angels have been assigned to work with us if we are willing to follow God's clear plan 

 

Gabriel appeared to the virgin Mary and told her she would have a Son, Jesus. 
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The Angels That Sinned 

11. What did God do to the angels that sinned? Revelation 12:7-9. 

 

12. For what are the sinful angels being reserved? 2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6. 

 

13. What is the work  of Satan, the leader of the evil angels, and, therefore, of the evil angels 
themselves? Mark 1:13; 1 Peter 5:8. 

 

14. On what condition will the devil flee? James 4:7. 

 

15. By what agencies are the nations to be gathered together to God Almighty"?  

Revelation 16:13, "the battle of that great dayò Revelation16:14. 

 

Remember 

1. Angels of God, that ascend and descend the ladder that Jacob saw in vision, will help every 

soul, who will, to climb even to the highest heaven. They are guarding the people of God, and 

watching how every step is taken.ðEG. White, Review and Herald, Aug. 19, 1884. 

 

2. By the holy beings surrounding His throne, the Lord keeps up a constant communication with 

the inhabitants of the earth. --EG. White, Review and Herald, July 20, 1897. 

 

3. Angels have their places assigned them in connection with the human agents on earth. They 

will work through every person who will submit himself to labour in Heaven's ways; therefore, 

not one human being should be cast aside or left with no part to act. --EG. White, Review and Herald, 

July 9, 1895. 

 

4. The angels cannot take our place, but they stand ready to co-operate with us in drawing souls 

to Christ; and they are soliciting us to work in fellowship with them.ðEllen G. White, Signs of the 

Times, Dec. 10, 1896. 

 

5. When the Lord sees the youth studying the life and lessons of Christ, He gives His angels charge 

over them, to keep them in all their ways, as He gave His angels charge over Jesus, His beloved 

Son.ðEllen G. White, Youth's Instructor, Aug. 23, 1894. 

 

6. Angels of God will preserve His people while they walk in the path of duty, but there is no 

assurance of such protection for those who deliberately venture upon Satan's ground.ð 
Testimonies, vol. 5, 198:1. 

 

Texts to Remember 

Psalm 8:4, 5 

Hebrews 1:13, 14 

Matthew 24:30, 31 

Revelation 5:11 

 

Define or Identify 

Angel; Messenger; Reaper; Cherubim; Seraphim 
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LESSON 10 - THE BEGINNING OF EVIL  

Patriarchs and Prophets, 33:1 to 43:1 
 

To many minds, the origin  of sin and the reason for  its existence are a source of great 

perplexity. They see the work of evil, with its terrible results of woe and desolation, 

and they question how all this can exist under the sovereignty of One who is infinite 

in wisdom, in power, and in love It is impossible to explain the origin of sin so as to 

give a reason for its existence. Yet enough may be understood concerning both the 

origin and the final disposition of sin, to make fully manifest the justice and 

benevolence of God in all His dealings with evil - Sin is an intruder, for whose 

presence no reason can be given. It is mysterious, unaccountable; to excuse it, is to 

defend it. Could excuse for it be found, or cause be shown for its existence, it would 

cease to be sin. --The Great Controversy, 492:1, 2. 

 

Principles of God's Government 

1. Upon what principle is the government of God based? --Matthew 22:36-40; 1 John 4:8. 

 

2. What choice and what admonition are given us as to what we should choose? 

Deuteronomy 30:19; Joshua 24:15, 22; Revelation 22:17. 
 

The law of love being the foundation of the government of God, the happiness of all intelligent 

beings depends upon their perfect accord with its great principles of righteousness. God desires 

from all His creatures the service of love,ðservice that springs from an appreciation of His 

character. He takes no pleasure in a forced obedience; and to all He grants freedom of will, that 

they may render Him voluntary service.ðPatriarchs and Prophets, 34:3. 

 

Who Sinned First? 
 

3. With what member of the angelic host did sin originate? 

Ezekiel 28:12-15; John 8:44; 1 John 3:8. 

 

4. What group of created beings sinned with this heretofore covering cherub? 

2 Peter 2:4; Revelation 12:7. 
 

5. Has Satan always been a sinful being? Isaiah 14:12-14; Ezekiel 28:14, 15; John 8:44. 

"And [Satan] abode not in the truth." John 8:44. 

 

6. Note carefully the description of Lucifer,  now Satan, but then a covering cherub, as given 
in Ezekiel 28:12-17. 

 

7. What desire led Satan to revolt against the authority of God? Isaiah 14:13, 14. 

Little by little, Lucifer came to indulge the desire for self-exaltation. Not content with his position, 

though honoured above the heavenly host, he ventured to covet homage due alone to the 

Creator.ðPatriarchs and Prophets, 35:2. 

 

8. What led Satan to harbour envy, jealousy, and hatred of God in his heart? 

He [Satan] wished to be consulted concerning the formation of man, and because he was not, he 

was filled with envy, jealousy, and hatred. He desired to receive the highest honours in heaven 

next to God. -- Early Writings, 145:1. 
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9. How many of the heavenly angels did Lucifer lead to unite with him in his rebellion? 

Revelation 12:3, 4, 9. 
 

Satan in his rebellion took a third part of the angels. --Testimonies, vol. 3, 115:0. 

 

War in Heaven 
 

10. Did God exclude the rebel host from heaven as soon as their  disaffection was discovered? 

In great mercy, according to His divine character, God bore long with Lucifer. A compassionate 

Creator, in yearning pity for Lucifer and his followers, was seeking to draw them back from the 

abyss of ruin into which they were about to plunge God permitted Satan to carry forward his work 

until the spirit of disaffection ripened into active revolt. It was necessary for his [Satan's] plans to 

be fully developed, that their true nature and tendency might be seen by all.ð 
Patriarchs and Prophets, 39:1, 2; 41:2. 

 

Jesus Christ conquered Satan by 

His victorious life and by His 

death on the cross 

 

 

 

 
11. When rebellion broke out in 

heaven, how did God take care of 

the situation? Luke 10:18 

 
11b. What evidence is there of the 

supreme loyalty of the unfallen 

angels? Revelation 12:7-9. 

 
 

There was war in heaven. Angels 

were engaged in the battle; Satan 

wished to conquer the Son of God, 

and those who were submissive to 

His will. But the good and true 

angels prevailed, and Satan, with his 

followers, was driven from heaven. - 

-Early Writings, 146:0. 

 

12. What will be the final end of Satan and his angels? 

Isaiah 14:15, 16; Ezekiel 28:17-19; Malachi 4:1; Revelation 20:9, 10, 14. 

 

Why God Did Not Destroy Satan 
 

13. Why did God permit Satan to live and carry on his work? 

It was necessary for his [Satan's] plans to be fully developed. Evil must be permitted to come to 

maturity. For the good of the entire universe through ceaseless ages, Satan must more fully 

develop his principles, that his charges against the divine government might be seen in their true 
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light by all created beings, that the justice and mercy of God and the immutability of His law 

might forever be placed beyond all question.ðThe Great Controversy, 497:1; 499:0. 

 

14. What event sounded Satan's death knell? John 19:30. 

In the Saviour's expiring cry, "It is finished," the death knell of Satan was rung. ï 
The Great Controversy, 503:3. 

 

Satan Can Be Overcome 
 

15. In view of Satan's past history and present activity, what are we counselled to do? 

James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:8, 9. 

 

16. How may we overcome Satan? 

2 Corinthians 2:14; Ephesians 6:11-18; Jude 24; Revelation 12:10, 11. 

 

Remember 
 

1. The anointed ones standing by the Lord of the whole earth, have the position once given to 

Satan as covering cherub.ðEG. White, Review and Herald, July 20, 1897. 

 

2. Lucifer in heaven had sinned in the light of God's glory. To him as to no other created being 

was given a revelation of God's love. Understanding the character of God, knowing His goodness, 

Satan chose to follow his own selfish, independent will.  This choice was final. There was no more 

that God could do to save him.ðThe Desire of Ages, 761:5. 

 

3. Satan had declared that God knew nothing of self-denial, of mercy and love, but that He was 

stern, exacting, and unforgiving. Satan never tested the forgiving love of God; for he never 

exercised genuine repentance. His representations of God were incorrect.ðEG. White, Review and 

Herald, March 9, 1897. 

 

4. Satan knows better than many professed Christians what is written, for he is a diligent student 

of the Bible, and he works to pervert the truth, and lead men into the paths of disobedience. EG. 

White, Signs of the Times, Aug. 28, 1893. 

 

5. Christian friends, do not be deceived by the fast-spreading delusion that Satan has no existence. 

Just as surely as we have a personal Saviour, we have also a personal adversary, cruel and cunning, 

whoever watches our steps, and plots to lead us astray. Wherever the opinion is entertained that 

he does not exist, there he is most busy. When we least suspect his presence, he is gaining 

advantage over us.ðEG. White, Signs of the Times, Aug. 19, 1886. 

 

Texts to Remember: 
Deuteronomy 30:19; Ezekiel 28:12-18; Isaiah 14:12-14; Revelation 12:7-9 

 

Define or Identify: 

Covering cherub; Jealousy; Sin; Government; Pride 
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LESSON 11 - CREATION  

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. Genesis 1:1. 
 

The great Jehovah had laid the foundations of the earth; He had dressed the whole 

world in the garb of beauty, and had filled it with things useful to man; He had 

created all the wonders of the land and of the sea. In six days the great work of 

creation had been accomplished. And God "rested on the seventh day from all His 

work which He had made. And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: 

because that in it He had rested from all His work which God created and made." 

Genesis 2:2, 3. God looked with satisfaction upon the work of His hands. All was 

perfect, worthy of its divine Author, and He rested, not as one weary, but as well 

pleased with the fruits of His wisdom and goodness and the manifestations of His 

glory.ðPatriarchs and Prophets, 47:2. 

 

The same Eternal One who created this world is our Saviour. He has redeemed us from 

sin. 

 
The Creation, When? By Whom? How? How Long? 

1. What is the Bible answer to the question, When did God create the world? Genesis 1:1. 

 

2. Who was the Creator? Genesis 1:1, 26; Hebrews 1:1, 2. 

 

3. How did God create the world? Psalm 33:6, 9. 

 

4. What can you say as to the length of time God used in the creation? Exodus 20:11. 

 

Creation 

"The evening and the morning were the first day." Genesis 1:5. 

the second day." Genesis 1:8. 

the third day." Genesis 1:13. 

the fourth day." Genesis 1:19. 

the fifth day." Genesis 1:23. 

the sixth day." Genesis 1:31. 

the seventh day." Genesis 2:1-3. 

 

The Bible recognizes no long ages in which the earth was slowly evolved from chaos. Of each 

successive day of creation, the Sacred Record declares that it consisted of the evening and the 

morning, like all other days that have followed. At the close of each day is given the result of the 

Creator's work. The statement is made at the close of the first week's record, "These are the 

generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were created." Genesis 2:4. But this does 

not convey the idea that the days of creation were other than literal days. Each day was called a 

generation, because that in it God generated, or produced, some new portion of His work.ð 
Patriarchs and Prophets, 112:1 

 

5. How long was a day of creation? Genesis 1:5, 8, 13, 19, 23, 31; 2:1-3. 
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6. With what limitations did God make plants and animals? Genesis 1:11, 12, 21, 25. Each 

was to "yield" or "bring forth" "after his kind." 

 

Man Created 
 

7. What is man called? 

 

Above all lower orders of being, God designed that man, the crowning work of His creation, 

should express His thought and reveal His gloryðThe Ministry of Healing, 415:3. 

 

8. In whose likeness was man created, and what was the dominion that was given to him? 

Genesis 1:26, 27. 
 

9. How was man created? Genesis 2:7. 

 

God formed man of the dust and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life and man became a 

living soul. 
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Eve Created 

10. What was the significance of the manner in which God created Eve? Genesis 2:21, 22. 

 

God Himself gave Adam a companion. He provided "an help meet for him" (Genesis 2:20)ða 

helper corresponding to himðone who was fitted to be his companion, and who could be one 

with him in love and sympathy. Eve was created from a rib taken from the side of Adam, 

signifying that she was not to control him as the head, nor to be trampled under his feet as an 

inferior, but to stand by his side as an equal, to be loved and protected by him. A part of man, 

bone of his bone, and flesh of his 

flesh, she was his second self; showing the close union and the affectionate attachment that 

should exist in this relation.ðPatriarchs and Prophets, 46:2. 

 
 

Work of Each Day 
 

11. What specific things were created on each day of creation week? Genesis 1:1 to 2:3. 

 

1st DAY 2nd DAY 3rd DAY 4th DAY 5th DAY 6th DAY 7th DAY 

 
Heaven & 

Earth & 

Light  

 

 
Firmament 

 

 
Plants 

 
Sun & Moon 

(He made the 

Stars also) 

Creatures 

of the Air 

and 

Water 

 
Land 

Creatures 

and Man 

 

The 

Sabbath 

 

"For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the 

seventh day." Exodus 20:11. 

 

12. Why did God make the Sabbath as a day of rest? Mark 2:27, 28. 

 

God saw that a Sabbath was essential for man, even in Paradise. He needed to lay aside his own 

interests and pursuits for one day of the seven, that he might more fully contemplate the works of 

God and meditate upon His power and goodness. He needed a Sabbath to remind him more vividly 

of God and to awaken gratitude because all that he enjoyed and possessed came from the 

beneficent hand of the Creator. God reserved the seventh day as a period of rest for man, for 

the good of man as well as for His own glory. He saw that the wants of man required a day of rest 

from toil and care, that his health and life would be endangered without a period of relaxation 

from the labour and anxiety of the six days. ð Testimonies, vol. 1, 532:1. 

 

13. Besides resting on the seventh day, what two things did God do to the seventh day? 

Genesis 2:3. 

 

Remember 

1. God is the foundation of everything. All true science is in harmony with His works science 

opens new wonders to our view; she soars high and explores new depths; but she brings nothing 

from her research that conflicts with divine revelation. --EG. White, Signs of the Times, March 20, 

1884. 
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2. These philosophers would make us believe that man, the crowning work of creation, came by 

slow degrees from the savage state, and that farther back, he was evolved from the race of brutes. 

They are so intent upon excluding God from the sovereignty of the universe, that they demean 

man, and defraud him of the dignity of his origin. Nature is exalted above the God of nature; she 

is idolized, while her Creator is buried up and concealed from sight by science falsely so called.ð 

EG. White, Signs of the Times, March 20, 1884. 

 

3. Many teach that matter possesses vital power. They hold that certain properties are imparted to 

matter, and it is then left to act through its own inherent power; and that the operations of nature 

are carried on in harmony with fixed laws, that God Himself cannot interfere with. This is false 

science, and is sustained by nothing in the word of God.ðEG. White, Signs of the Times, March 20, 

1884. 

 

4. The conclusions which learned men have reached as the result of their scientific investigations 

are carefully taught and fully explained; while the impression is distinctly given that if these 

learned men are correct, the Bible cannot be.ðEG. White, Signs of the Times, March 20, 1884. 

 

5. Cold philosophical speculations, and scientific research in which God is not acknowledged, are 

a positive injury.ðEG. White, Signs of the Times, March 20, 1884. 

 

6. Scepticism is attractive to the human mind. The young see an independence in it that captivates 

the imagination, and they are deceived. Satan triumphs; it is altogether as he meant it should be. 

He nourishes every seed of doubt that is sown in young hearts. He causes it to grow and bear fruit, 

and soon a plentiful harvest of infidelity is reaped.ðEG. White, Signs of the Times, March 20, 1884. 

 

 

 

Texts to Remember 

 
Genesis 1:11, 12 

Psalm 33:6, 9 

Hebrews 1:1, 2 

 
 

Define or Identify 
 

Breath of life 

Firmament 

Sabbath 

Crowning work 

God rested 

To create 
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LESSON 12 -THE FALL OF MAN  

Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so 

death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned. Romans 5:12. 

Patriarchs and Prophets, 52:1 to 62:3 

 

The warning given to our first parentsð"In the day that thou eatest thereof thou 

shalt surely die" (Genesis 2:17)ðdid not imply t hat they were to die on the very day 

when they partook of the forbidden fruit. But on that day the irrevocable sentence 

would be pronounced, immortality  was promised them on condition of obedience; by 

transgression they would forfeit eternal life. That very day they would be doomed to 

death.ðPatriarchs and Prophets, 60:2. 

 

Man on Probation in Eden 
 

1. What restriction was placed on Adam and Eve in their Eden home? 

Genesis 2:16, 17; --Patriarchs and Prophets, 53:3. 

 

2. Why were they given the power of choice? 

Though created innocent and holy, our first parents were not placed beyond the possibility of 

wrongdoing. God might have created them without the power to transgress His requirements; but 

in that case there could have been no development of character; their service would not have been 

voluntary, but forced. Therefore, He gave them the power of choiceðthe power to yield or to 

withhold obedience. And before they could receive in fullness the blessings He desired to impart, 

their love and loyalty must be tested. --Education, 23:1. 

 

3. What was fully explained to our first parents? 

Our first parents were not left without a warning of the danger that threatened them. Heavenly 

messengers opened to them the history of Satan's fall, and his plots for their destruction, unfolding 

more fully the nature of the divine government, which the prince of evil was trying to overthrow. 

It was by disobedience to the just commands of God that Satan and his host had fallen. How 

important, then, that Adam and Eve should honour that law by which alone it was possible for 

order and equity to be maintained. --Patriarchs and Prophets, 52:2. 

 

4. Where only could Satan tempt the holy pair? 

Satan was not to follow them with continual temptations; he could have access to them only at the 

forbidden tree. Patriarchs and Prophets, 53:3. 

 

The Enemy Visits the Garden 

5. Why did Satan choose the serpent as his medium? Genesis 3:1. 

 

The serpent was then one of the wisest and most beautiful creatures on the earth. -- Patriarchs and 

Prophets, 53:4. 

 

6. What prompted Eve in the choice she made? Genesis 3:6. 

 

7. What one thing led Eve to her fall? Genesis 3:13. 
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Eve really believed the words of Satan, but her belief did not save her from the penalty of sin. She 

disbelieved the words of God, and this was what led to her fall. In the judgment, men will not be 

condemned because they conscientiously believed a lie, but because they did not believe the 

truth, because they neglected the opportunity of learning what is truth. --Patriarchs and 

Prophets, 55:2. 

Jesus Christ won back for man all that he had lost by yielding to the snares of Satan. 

 
8. When Adam knew Eve had transgressed God's command, why did he eat of the fruit?  

1 Timothy 2:14. 
 

Adam had enjoyed the companionship of God and of holy angels. He had looked upon the glory 

of the Creator. He understood the high destiny opened to the human race should they remain 

faithful to God. Yet all these blessings were lost sight of in the fear of losing that one gift which 

in his eyes out-valued every other. Love, gratitude, loyalty to the Creator, all were overborne by 

love to Eve. ï 
Patriarchs and Prophets, 56:2. 

 

9. What was the immediate effect of their transgression? Genesis 3:6. 

It was grateful to the taste, and as she [Eve] ate, she seemed to feel a vivifying power, and imagined 

herself entering upon a higher state of existence. Patriarchs and Prophets, 56:0. After his 

transgression, Adam at first imagined himself entering upon a higher state of existence. - Patriarchs 

and Prophets, 57:1. 

 

10. Then what reaction came to the guilty pair? Genesis 3:7. 

But soon the thought of his sin filled him with terror. The airéseemed to chill the guilty pair. The 

love and peace which had been theirs was gone, and in its place they felt a sense of sin, a dread of 

the future, a nakedness of soul. --Patriarchs and Prophets, 57:1. 



48 

 

 

11. What curse was pronounced on the serpent? The man? The woman? The ground? 

Genesis 3:14-19. 
 

12. Why was man driven from the garden? Genesis 3:22, 23. 

 

13. What has come to the whole human family as a result of Adam's sin? 

Genesis 2:17; Romans 5:12. 

 

Remember 
 

1. Temptation is not sin, and is no indication that God is displeased with us. The Lord suffers us 

to be tempted, but He measures every temptation, and apportions it according to our power, to 

resist and overcome evil. It is in time of trial and temptation that we are enabled to measure the 

degree of our faith and trust in God, and to estimate the stability of our Christian character. EG. 

White, Signs of the Times, Dec. 18, 1893. 

 

2. Many claim that it was impossible for Christ to be overcome by temptation. If we have in any 

sense a more trying conflict than had Christ, then He would not be able to succor us. But our 

Saviour took humanity, with all its liabilities. He took the nature of man, with the possibility of 

yielding to temptation. We have nothing to bear which He has not endured. --The Desire of Ages, 

117:2. 

 

3. When assailed by temptation, look not to circumstances or to the weakness of self, but to the 

power of the word. --The Desire of Ages, 123:4. 

 

4. Through faithfulness in the Christian life the soul is braced to withstand sudden assaults of 

temptation; for the true Christian learns to depend upon Christ for strength and grace. When the 

first temptation is met and resisted, the second is more easily met and resisted. We may be able to 

resist every temptation that assails the heart by calling upon our mighty Deliverer.ðEG. White, 

Signs of the Times, Dec. 18, 1893. 

 

5. We should study the Bible more that we may become familiar with the promises of God; then 

when Satan comes in, flooding the soul with his temptations, as he surely will, we may meet him 

with, "It is written." [Matthew 4:4.1 We may be shut in by the promises of God, which will be as 

a wall of fire.ðEG. White, Signs of the Times, May 22, 1884. 

 
 

Texts to Remember 

 
Genesis 2:16, 17 

Romans 5:12 

 
 

Define and Identify 

 
Forbidden fruit 

Temptation 

Tree of life 

Medium 

Test 
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LESSON 13: THE WHOLE FAMILY IN HEAVEN AND EARTH 

SUMMARY OF UNIT 2  

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14. 

We behold the image of God reflected, as in a mirror, in the works of nature and in 

His dealings with men; but then [in the earth made new] we shall see Him face to face, 

without a dimming veil between. The loves and sympathies which God Himself has 

planted in the soul, shall there find truest and sweetest exercise. The pure communion 

with holy beings, the harmonious social life with the blessed angels and with the 

faithful ones of all ages, who have washed their robes and made them white in the 

blood of the Lamb, the sacred ties that bind together 'the whole family in heaven and 

earth" (Ephesians 3:15),ðthese help to constitute the happiness of the redeemed. 

There, immortal minds will contemplate with never failing delight the wonders of 

creative power, the mysteries of redeeming love. There will be no cruel, deceiving foe 

to tempt to forgetfulness of God. Every faculty will  be developed, every capacity 

increased. All  the treasures of the universe will  be open to the study of God's redeemed. 

Upon all things, from the least to the greatest, the Creator's name is written, and in 

all are the riches of His power displayed. ð The Great Controversy, 676:4 to 677:3. 

 

The Godhead or Trinity 

1. Who are united in the work of making the church on earth like the church in heaven? 

2. How should we address the First Person of the Godhead? 

3. Who is our advocate with the Father? 1 John 2:1. 

4. Why cannot men explain the nature of the Holy Spirit? 

5. Regarding such mysteries, what is said to be golden? 

 

"My Father and Your Father" 

1. What is more clearly revealed as we study the divine character in the light of the cross of Christ? 

2. Harmonize this statement: "God is a Spirit; yet He is a personal being." 

3. By citations from the Scriptures prove that God has a form. 

4. Point out several characteristics of God. 

5. State three principal ways by which God is revealed to man. 

6. With what will God reward those who know Him and His Son? 

 

The Angels 

1. What is a popular belief regarding evil spirits and angels? 

2. What is the nature of angels? 

3. What is the work of angels? 

4. Give several instances where angels have intervened in behalf of man. 

5. Sketch the part angels will play in connection with Christ's second coming. 

6. What is the work of Satan and his evil angels? 
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The Beginning of Evil 
1. Why is it impossible to explain the origin of sin so as to give a reason for its existence? 
2. What is the underlying principle of God's government? 

3. In what does God take no pleasure? 

4. State the underlying causes of war in heaven. 

5. Explain this statement: "Evil must be permitted to come to maturity." 

6. How only can Satan, and sin in the world, be overcome? 

 

Creation 
1. What did God say as He looked upon His work of creation? Why? 
2. How was the work of creation accomplished? 

3. How only may we understand this? 

4. What was the crowning work of God's creation? 

5. Explain the differences between man and all other creatures. 

6. What was the purpose of God in creating Eve from a rib taken from Adam's side? 

7. Point out several, ways in which the Sabbath is a blessing to man. 

8. Name the things created, on each day of creation week. 

 

The Fall of Man 
1. Give a clear explanation of the following statement made by God: "In the day that thou eatest 

thereof thou shalt surely die." Genesis 2:17. 

2. Why was man placed on probation in Eden? 

3. Why did Satan not appear to Eve as an angel of dazzling light? 

4. For what deeds will men be condemned in the Day of Judgment? 

5. Was banishment from the garden an arbitrary act of God, or was it for man's eternal good? 
 

The law is the standard by which we shall be judged, and Jesus will be our Advocate if we 

choose Him as our Saviour. 
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UNIT 3 -"THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE"  

 

 
Every person in order to obtain salvation must experience the new birth; this 

comprises an entire transformation of life and character by the re-creative 

power of God through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Baptism is an ordinance 

of the Christian church and should follow repentance and forgiveness of sins. 

By its observance faith is shown in the death, burial, and resurrection of 

Christ. The proper form of baptism is by immersion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
"Repent, and be baptized every one of you in 

the name of Jesus Christ for the remission 

of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the 

Holy Ghost." Acts 2:38. 
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LESSON 14 - DELIVERANCE FROM SIN PROMISED  

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her 

Seed; It shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise His heel. Genesis 3:15. 
 

To man the first intimation of redemption was communicated in the sentence 

pronounced upon Satan in the garden. The Lord  declared, "I  will  put enmity between 

thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her Seed; It shall bruise thy head, 

and thou shalt bruise His heel." Genesis 3:15. This sentence, uttered in the hearing 

of our first parents, was to them a promise. Adam and Eve stood as criminals before 

the righteous Judge, awaiting the sentence which transgression had incurred; but 

before they heard of the life of toil  and sorrow which must be their  portion, or of the 

decree that they must return  to dust, they listened to words that could not fail  to give 

them hope. --Patriarchs and Prophets, 65:4. 

 

A Redeemer Promised 
 

1. What is the first promise of a Redeemer recorded in the Bible? Genesis 3:15. 

 

2. Mention some who have believed in this Redeemer-to-come and who have lived in 

accordance with their belief. Hebrews 11. 

a. "Abel,ébeing dead yet speaketh." Verse 4. 
b. "Enochépleased God." Verse 5. 

c. "Noahébecame heir of the righteousness which is by faith." Verse 7. 

d. "Abrahamélooked for a city, whose Builder and Maker is God." Verses 8-10. 

e. "Saraéjudged Him faithful who had promised." Verse 11. 

f. "Isaacé blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come." Verse 20. 

g. "Jacobé blessed both the sons of Joseph." Verse 21. 

h. "Josephégave commandment concerning his bones." Verse 22. 

i. "Moseséendured, as seeing Him who is invisible." Verses 23-27. 

j. Rahab, Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, the prophets. Verses 31, 32. 

k. "These received not the promise: God having provided some better thing for us." Vs 39, 40. 

 

Types of Christ 

 
3. The work Jesus was to do was shown in types and symbols: 

 

Type 
a. Sin offering without blemish. Lev 4:28 

b. The sinner slew the sacrifice himself. 

Leviticus 4:29 

c. ñWhen I see the blood, I will pass over 

you.ò Exodus 12:13 

d. ñWhen I see the blood, I will pass over 

you.ò Exodus 12:13 

e. ñNeither shall ye break a bone thereof.ò 

Exodus 12:46 

f. Jesus was slain on the day when it was 

Preparation of the Passover John 19:14 

Christ 
a. ñChristéwithout blemish.ò 1 Peter 1:19 

b. ñChrist died for our sins.ò 1 Corinthians 

15:3 

c. ñChrist our Passover is sacrificed for us.ò 

1 Corinthians 5:7 

d. We have redemption through His blood.ò 

Ephesians 1:7 

e. ñThey brake not His legs.ò John 19:33-36 

f. ñWho did no sin, neither was guile found 

in His mouth.ò 1 Peter 2:2 
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Prophecies of Jesus the Saviour 
 

4. Many prophecies regarding Jesus and His work were made and fulfilled:  

 

 Prophecy Foretold Fulfilled 

 
a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

h. 

i. 

 
"Seed of the woman." 

Came on time. 

Born in Bethlehem. 

Anointed by Spirit of Lord. 

Sold for thirty pieces of silver. 

Suffered silently. 

Numbered with transgressors. 

Buried with the rich. 

Bore our sins. 

 
Genesis 3:15 

Daniel 9:24,25 

Micah 5:2 

Isaiah 61:1 

Zechariah 11:12 

Isaiah 53:7 

Isaiah 53:12 

Isaiah 53:9 

Isaiah 53: 6 

 
Galatians 4:4 

Galatians 4:4 

Matthew 2:1 

Luke 4:18,19 

Matthew 26:15 

Matthew 27: 12-14 

Luke 23:32,33 

Matthew 27: 57-60 

1 Peter 2:24 
 

5. Some of the Bible promises of deliverance for fallen man through Jesus Christ:  

 

a. "Whosoever believeth in Him should not perish." John 3:16. 

 

b. "No condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus." Romans 8:1. 

 

c. "Able to keep you from falling." Jude 24. 

 

d. "Triumph in Christ." 2 Corinthians 2:14. 

 

Salvation Only in Christ 

6. How only can we be saved? Ezekiel 18:21; John 1:29; Acts 4:12. 

 

7. How anxious is God that we be saved? Ezekiel 33:11; 2 Peter 3:9. 

 

8. When will our salvation be complete? 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17. 

 

Remember 

 
1. It is true that the ceremonies of the Mosaic law are not now to be observed; but, when rightly 

understood, they are seen to be all aglow with sacred and important truths. Ellen G. White, Review 

and Herald, Jan. 9, 1883. 

 

2. He [Jesus] sought to open to men the fact that the Jewish system of religion presented--in-types 

and shadows the whole mystery of the gospel. The service of the past was in no way to be held in 

contempt; for in Christ, type met antitype, and shadow substanceðEG. White, Signs of the Times, 

Nov. 7, 1892. 

3. In the sacrificial offering on every altar was seen a Redeemer. With the cloud of incense arose 

from every contrite heart the prayer that God would accept their offerings as showing faith in the 

coming Saviour.ðEG. White, Review and Herald, March 2, 1886. 
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4. To many it has been a mystery why so many sacrificial offerings were required in the old 

dispensation, why so many bleeding victims were led to the altar. But the great truth that was to 

be kept before men, and imprinted upon mind and heart, was this, "Without shedding of blood is 

no remission." [Hebrews 9:22.]ðEG. White, Signs of the Times, Jan. 2, 1893. 

 

5. Christ crucified for our sins should humble every soul before God in his own estimation. Christ 

risen from the dead, ascended on high, our living Intercessor in the presence of God, is the science 

of salvation which we need to learn and teach to children and youth. ðFundamentals of Christian 

Education, 262:3. 

No man can go in two directions at once. We must obey God or follow the way of death. 

 
Texts to Remember 

Genesis 3:15 

Micah 5:2 

Galatians 4:4 

 

Define or Identify 
Deliverance; Incarnation; Seed; Woman 
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LESSON 15 - DELIVERANCE THROUGH CHRIST  

Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ. 

2 Corinthians 2:14 

The plan for our redemption was not an afterthought, a plan formulated after the fall 

of Adam. It was a revelation of "the mystery which hath been kept in silence through 

times eternal."  Romans 16:25, R.V. It  was an unfolding of the principles that from 

eternal ages have been the foundation of God's throne. From the beginning, God and 

Christ knew of the apostasy of Satan, and of the fall of man through the deceptive 

power of the apostate. God did not ordain that sin should exist, but He foresaw its 

existence, and made provision to meet the terrible emergency. -The Desire of Ages, 22:2. 

 

The Plan of Salvation Laid 
 

1. For what express purpose did Jesus come into this world at His first advent? 

Luke 19:10; 1 Timothy 1:15. 
 

2. When was the plan of salvation laid? 1 Peter 1:19, 20; Revelation 13:7, 8. 

 

3. Was there a definite time for Christ's first coming? Daniel 9:25-27; Galatians 4:4. 

 

Providence had directed the movements of nations, and the tide of man impulse and influence, 

until the world was ripe for the coming of the Deliverer. The nations were united under one 

government. One language, was widely spoken, and was everywhere recognized as the language 

of literature. From all lands the Jews of the dispersion gathered to Jerusalem' to the annual feasts. 

As these returned to the places of their sojourn, they could spread throughout the world the tidings 

of the Messiahôs coming. -The Desire of Ages, 32:2. 

 

4. At the time when the birth of Jesus was first announced, what was revealed about His 
mission? Matthew 1:21, 23. 

 

The God-Man 
 

5. What do the Scriptures reveal about Jesus before He was "made of a woman, made under 
the law" (Galatians 4:4)? John 1:1-3, 14; 3:13; 8:56-58; 17:5; 1 Corinthians 10:4. 

 

We are believers in Christ, in His divinity and in His pre-existence. --Testimonies, vol. 6, 58:1. 

 

6. Whose form did Christ take when He came to this earth? Philippians 2:6-8; Heb 2:14, 16, 17. 

 

7. How did Christ identify Himself with the human family? 

Matthew 28:10; John 20:17; Hebrews 2:11. 
 

By His life and His death, Christ has achieved even more than recovery from the ruin wrought 

through sinéIn Christ we become more closely united to God than if we had never fallen. In 

taking our nature, the Saviour has bound Himself to humanity by a tie that is never to be broken. 

Through the eternal ages He is linked with us. --The Desire of Ages, 25:3. 
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8. What record is left of Jesus' life and work? Acts 10:38. 

 

Victor Over Sin 
 

9. What can be said of the perfect life of Jesus? Psalm 40:6-8; Heb 10:7, 9; 1 Peter 2:22, 23. 

 

10. Note the attempt of the devil to cause Jesus to sin. Matthew 4:1-11. 

 

Never will man be tried with temptations as powerful as those which assailed Christ.ð 

Testimonies, vol. 4, 45:1. 

 

11. Do we face any temptations that Jesus did not meet? Hebrews 4:15. 

 

The Sinless for the Sinful 
 

12. Though sinless, what penalty did Jesus meet on the cross? 

Romans 5:6-8; 6:23; Hebrews 2:9. 
 

By bearing the penalty of sin, by going down into the grave, Christ has brightened the tomb for 

all who die in faith. God in human form has brought life and immortality to light through the 

gospel. In dying, Christ secured eternal life for all who believe in Him. In dying, He condemned 

the originator of sin and disloyalty to suffer the penalty of sinðeternal death. -- Testimonies, vol. 

6, 230:3. 

 

13. How important to us today is the fact that Jesus did not sin? Romans 5:18, 19; Heb 2:18. 

 

Christ was treated as we deserve, that we might be treated as He deserves. He was condemned for 

our sins, in which He had no share, that we might be justified by His righteousness, in which we 

had no share. He suffered the death which was ours, 

that we might receive the life which was His. --The 

Desire of Ages, 25:2. 

 

Results of His Victory 
 

14. As a result of His victory over sin and His 

sacrificial death, how much power was given to 

Jesus? Matthew 28:18. 

 

15 What does this power mean to us? John 1:12; 

Philippians 1:6; Jude 24. 

 

By His humanity, Christ touched humanity; by His 

divinity, He lays hold upon the throne of God. As the 

Son of man, He gave us an example of obedience; as 

the Son of-God, He gives us power to obey.ð 

The Desire of Ages, 24:3. 

 

The Son of God met every temptation with Godôs 

Word, and thus overcame Satanôs Wiles. 

 

16. What confidence should the knowledge of salvation in Jesus Christ bring to all who 
believe in Him? Hebrews 4:16. 
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17. When will the plan of salvation be completed? 1 Thessalonians, 4:16-17; Rev 21:1-4. 

 

Remember 

1. The sins of men were charged to Christ, and, innocent though He was, He engaged to suffer for 

the guilty, that through faith in Him the world might be saved. --EG. White, Signs of the Times, May 

30, 1895. 

2. Our sins were laid on Christ, punished in Christ, put away by Christ, in order that His 

righteousness might be imputed to us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. Although 

sin was charged to His account on our behalf, yet He remained perfectly sinless.ðEG. White, Signs 

of the Times, May 30, 1895. 

3. All our transgressions are transferred to Christ. While He who knew no sin was made sin for 

us, and the sinless is accounted sinful, the righteousness of Christ is placed upon the undeserving, 

so that the repenting sinner is declared to be sinless before God. -- EG. White, Signs of the Times, 

Jan. 16, 1896. 

4. God accepts the efforts of man to keep the law, because Christ imputes His righteousness to 

him. --EG. White, Signs of the Times, Sept. 23, 1889. 

5. For Christ's sake the Lord pardons those that fear Him. He does not see in them the vileness of 

the sinner. He recognizes in them the likeness of His Son, in whom they believe. ï 
The Desire of Ages, 667:5. 

 

Cover With His Life 
Look upon Jesus, sinless is He; 

Father, impute His life unto me. 

My life of scarlet, my sin and woe, 

Cover with His life, whiter than snow. 

 

Deep are the wounds transgression has made; 

Red are the stains; my soul is afraid. 

O to be covered, Jesus, with Thee, 

Safe from the law that now judgeth me! 

 

Longing the joy of pardon to know; 

Jesus holds out a robe white as snow; 

"Lord, I accept it! Leaving my own, 

Gladly I wear Thy pure life alone." 

 

Reconciled by His death for my sin, 

Justified by His life pure and clean, 

Sanctified by obeying His word, 

Glorified when returneth my Lord. 

 

Cover with His life, whiter than snow; 

Fullness of His life then shall I know; 

My life of scarlet, my sin and woe, 

Cover with His life, whiter than snow. 

ðF. E. Belden. 

 

Texts to Remember: Luke 19:10; Hebrews 4:16; 2 Corinthians 2:14; Jude 24 

 

Define or Identify: Imparted righteousness; Victory; Imputed righteousness; Walking "after 
the flesh"; Salvation 
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LESSON 16 -THE LOVE OF GOD  

He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. 1 John 4:8. 

Love, the basis of creation and of Redemption is-the basis of true education. This is 

made plain in the law that God has given as the guide of life "Thou shalt love the 

Lor d thy God with  all thy heart and with  all thy soul, and with  all strength, and with 

all thy mind," Luke 10:27. To love Him, the Infinite, the Omniscient One, with the 

whole strength, and mind, and heart, means the highest development of every power. 

It  means that in the whole being the body, the mind, as well as the soulðthe image of 

God is to be restored. Education, 16:1. 

 

God's Character Is Love 
 

1. What is God declared to be? 1 John 4:8. 

 

2. What did God's love for man lead Him to do? John 3:16. 

 

So great was His love for the world, that He covenanted to give His only begotten Son, "that 

whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." John 3:16. ï 
The Desire of Ages, 22:2. 

 

By His life and His death, Christ has achieved even more than recovery from the ruin wrought 

through sin. It was Satan's purpose to bring about an eternal separation between God and man; but 

in Christ we become more closely united to God than if  we had never fallen. In taking our nature, 

the Saviour has bound Himself to humanity by a tie that is never to be broken. Through the eternal 

ages He is linked with us. --The Desire of Ages, 25:3. 

 

3. What does the psalmist say of the tender compassion of God? Psalms 86:15; 145:8, 9. 

 

4. What kind of love does Jeremiah call God's love for man? Jeremiah 31:3. 

 

5. In what does God delight? Micah 7:18. 

 

Man's Response to God's Love 

6. What did Jesus declare to be the "second" commandment in the law? Matthew 22:39. 

 

7. How strong should be a Christian's love for others?   1 John 3:16-18. 

 

8. How may all men know that we are disciples of Christ?   John 13:35. 

 

9. Into what close relationship to God does love bring us? 1 John 3:1. 

Through faith in the atoning sacrifice of Christ, the sons of Adam may become the sons of God. 

By assuming human nature, Christ elevates humanity. Fallen men are placed where, through 

connection with Christ, they may indeed become worthy of the name "sons of God." [1 John 3:1.] 
Steps to Christ, 17:1. 

 

God's Love Manifested 

10. What will the love of God in our hearts cause us to do? Matthew 22:36-40; 1 John 5:3. 
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11. Even though a mother may forget her child, what does God say He will not do? 

Isaiah 49:15. 
 

The love of Jesus Christ is the strongest magnet on earth, for it draws men to salvation 

 
12. Why is it impossible for Him to forget? Isaiah 49:16. 

 

13. What is God's love able to do for His children? Deuteronomy 23:5. 

 

14. How does God sometimes show His love? Hebrews 12:6. 

 

15. Of what was Paul fully persuaded? Romans 8:38, 39. 

 

When Christ took human nature upon Him, He bound humanity to Himself by a tie of love that 

can never be broken by any power save the choice of man himself. Satan will constantly present 

allurements to induce us to break this tie, to choose to separate ourselves from Christ. Here is 

where we need to watch, to strive, to pray, that nothing may entice us to choose another master; 

for we are always free to do this. -- Steps to Christ, 77:1. 

 

Remember 

1. Righteousness is holiness, likeness to God; and "God is love." 1 John 4:16. Righteousness is 

love, and love is the light and the life of God. -- Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, 34:1. 
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2. Love is the agency through which God works to draw the heart to Him. As long as we yield 

ourselves as the channels through which His love can flow, He will keep the channels supplied. - 

-EG. White, Review and Herald, June 27, 1893. 

 

3. When we love the world as He [Jesus] has loved it, then for us His mission is accomplished. 

We are fitted for heaven; for we have heaven in our hearts. --The Desire of Ages, 641:3. 

 
 

4. We cannot be loveless Christians. -- EG. White, Review and Herald, Oct. 6, 1896. 

 

5. It is the expression of God's love for us that makes us care for one another. When the Lord Jesus 

dwells in our hearts, we think the thoughts of God, and do the works of God. -- EG. White, Review 

and Herald, Feb. 23, 1897. 

 

6. Let the affections be given to God in order that His law may be written in the heart, and the 

whole man will become a new creature, born again of the Spirit. --EG. White, Signs of the Times, 

May 28, 1896. 
 

Texts to Remember 

Isaiah 49:15, 16 

John 3:16 

John 13:35 

1 John 4:8 
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The Love of God 

The love of God is greater far 

Than tongue or pen can ever tell; 

It goes beyond the highest star, 

And reaches to the lowest hell. 

The guilty pair, bowed down with care, 

God gave His Son to win; 

His erring child He reconciled, 

And pardoned from his sin. 

 

When hoary time shall pass away, 

And earthly thrones and kingdoms fall; 

When men who here refuse to pray, 

On rocks and hills and mountains call; 

God's love, so sure, shall still endure, 

All measureless and strong; 

Redeeming grace to Adam's race, 

The saints' and angels' song. 

 

Could we with ink the ocean fill, 

And were the skies of parchment made; 

Were every stalk on earth a quill, 

And every man a scribe by trade; 

To write the love of God above 

Would drain the ocean dry; 

Nor could the scroll contain the whole, 

Though stretched from sky to sky. 

 

Oh, love of God, how rich and pure! 

How measureless and strong! 

It shall for evermore endure 

The saints' and angels' song. 
 

F. M. Lehman. Copyright by Nazarene 

Publishing House. 1945.Used by permission. 
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LESSON 17 ï PREDESTINATION - FREE CHOICE  

 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with 

all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: According as He bath chosen 

us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without 

blame before Him in love: Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children 

by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will. 

Ephesians 1:3-5. 
 

The gifts of His grace through Christ are free to all. There is no election but one's 

own by which any may perish. God has set forth in His word the conditions upon 

which every soul will be elected to eternal lifeðobedience to His commandments, 

through faith in Christ. God has elected a character in harmony with His law, and 

anyone who shall reach the standard of His requirement, will have an entrance into 

the kingdom of glory. Every soul is elected who will work out his own salvation with 

fear and trembling. He is elected who will  put on the armour, and fight  the good fight 

of faith. He is elected who will  watch unto prayer, who will  search the Scriptures, and 

flee from temptation. He is elected who will have faith continually, and who will be 

obedient to every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. The provisions of 

redemption are free to all; the results of redemption will be enjoyed by those who 

have complied with the conditions. --Patriarchs and Prophets, 207:4 to 208:1. 

 

God's Purpose for All Men 

1. What is God's purpose for man? 1 Timothy 2:3, 4; 2 Peter 3:9. 

 

2. How many are included in God's mercy? John 3:16; Titus 2:11; Revelation 22:17. 

 

3. To what have we been predestined? 

 

a. "To be conformed to the image of His Son." Romans 8:29. 

b. To "the adoption of children by Jesus Christ." Ephesians 1:5. 

c. "According to the purpose of Him who worketh all things after the counsel of His own will.ò 
Ephesians 1:11. 

 

4. The process of adoption is a voluntary transfer from the family of Adam to the family of 
Christ, the second Adam. 

 
 Family of the First Adam  Family of the Second Adam  

a. Sinners. a. Made Righteous. Romans 5:19 

b. All die. b . All be made alive. 1 Corinthians 15:22 

c . A living soul. c . A quickening spirit. 1 Corinthians 15:45 

d. Natural. d. Spiritual. 1 Corinthians 15:46 
e. Earthly. e. Heavenly. 1 Corinthians 15:47,48 

 

All who remain members of the family of the first Adam are destined to eternal destruction; all 

who become and remain members of the family of the second Adam are elected to eternal life. 



63 

 

 

5. Contrast "the wages of sin" and "the gift of God." Romans 6:23. 

 

6. How can the wicked escape death? Ezekiel 18:32; 33:11. 

 

Your ChoiceðBible Election 

7. What did Moses say we should choose? Deuteronomy 30:19. 

 

8. In order to become one of God's elect, what must we do? 

Joshua 24:15; Isaiah 55:1; Revelation 22:17. 

 

To every youth is given the power of choice. We can decide to serve God or go our way. 

 
9. Does belief affect our salvation? Mark 16:16; John 3:18. 

 

10. How did Moses become an instrument that could be used of God? Hebrews 11:24-26. 

 

11. Why were the lives of Jacob and Esau so different? 

 

Esau and Jacob had alike been instructed in the knowledge of God, and both were free to walk in 

His commandments and to receive His favour; but they had not both chosen to do this Esau had 

despised the blessings of the covenant. It was by his own deliberate choice that he was separated 

from the people of God. Jacob had chosen the inheritance of faith. -- Patriarchs and Prophets, 207:3; 

208:2. 

 

12. Of what do we need to make sure? 2 Peter 1:10. 

 

13. How can we do this? Hebrews 12:1, 2. 
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Desires for goodness and holiness are right as far as they go; but if you stop here, they will avail 

nothing. Many will be lost while hoping and desiring to be Christians. They do not come to the 

point of yielding the will to God. They do not now choose to be Christians. {SC 47.2} 

 
 

Do Not Forget: 

1. Through the right exercise of the will, an entire change may be made in your life. By yielding 

up your will  to Christ, you ally yourself with the power that is above all principalities and powers. 

You will have strength from above to hold you steadfast, and thus through constant surrender to 

God you will be enabled to live the new life, even the life of faith.ðSteps to Christ, 48.1. 

 

2. The power of choice God has given to men; it is theirs to exercise. You cannot change your 

heart, you cannot of yourself give to God its affections; but you can choose to serve Him. You can 

give Him your will;  He will  then work in you to will  and to do according to His good pleasure. Thus 

your whole nature will be brought under the control of the Spirit of Christ; your affections will be 

centred upon Him, your thoughts will be in harmony with Him.ðSteps to Christ, 47.1. 

 

3. Would that all who have not chosen Christ might realize that He has something vastly better to 

offer them than they are seeking for themselves. Man is doing the greatest injury and in justice to 

his own soul when he thinks and acts contrary to the will of God. No real joy can be found in the 

path forbidden by Him who knows what is best, and who plans for the good of His creatures. The 

path of transgression is the path of misery and destruction. --Steps to Christ, 50:3. 

 

4. All  are foreordained by God to be saved. If  we are not saved, it will  be because we chose not to 

follow Godôs desire for us. 

 

5. The "everlasting fire," the "lake of fire," was "prepared for the devil and his angels." Matthew 

25:41. If human beings get into it, it will be because they chose to, and not because God did not 

desire them to be saved. 

 
 

Texts to Remember: 

 
Joshua 24:15 

Romans 2:11 

John 3:16 

Ephesians 1:3-5 

 
 

Define or Identify: 
 

Automaton, 

God's will, 

Force, 

My will,  

Free moral agency, 

Predestination 



65 

 

 

LESSON 18 ï REPENTANCE 

Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the 

times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord. Acts 3:19. 

Steps to Christ, 26:1 to 41:0. 
 

All who became the subjects of Christ's kingdom, He said, would give evidence of 

faith and repentance. Kindness, honesty, and fidelity would be seen in their lives. 

They would minister to the needy, and bring their offerings to God. They would shield 

the defenceless, and give an example of virtue and compassion. So the followers of 

Christ  will  give evidence of the transforming  power of the Holy Spirit.  In  the daily life, 

justice, mercy, and the love of God will  be seen. Otherwise they are like the chaff that 

is given to the fire. The Desire of Ages, 107:3. 

 

What Repentance Is 
 

1. What is the meaning of the word "repentance"? 

 

Repent: to feel penitence or regret for past conduct. Penitence: sorrow for sins or faults. Webster. 

 

No repentance is genuine that does not work reformation. 

The righteousness of Christ is not a cloak to cover unconfessed and unforsaken sin; it is a principle 

of life that transforms the character and controls the conduct. Holiness is wholeness for God; it is 

the entire surrender of heart and life to the indwelling of the principles of heaven. 
The Desire of Ages, 555:6. 

 

Repentance includes sorrow for sin, and turning away from it. We shall not renounce sin unless 

we see its sinfulness; until we turn away from it in heart, there will be no real change in the life. 
Steps to Christ, 26:2. 

 

Repentance is turning from self to Christ; and when we receive Christ, so That, through faith, He 

can live His life in us, good works will be manifest. --Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 131:3. 

 

Repentance and Turning to God 

2. What does Ezekiel emphasize along with repentance? Ezekiel 18:30. 

 

3. Why has God commanded all men everywhere to repent? Acts 17:30, 31. 

 

4. How many would God have repent and be saved? 1 Timothy 2:4; 2 Peter 3:9. 

 

5. Who gives repentance and forgiveness of sin? Acts 5:30, 31. 

 

It is the virtue that goes forth from Christ, that leads to genuine repentance We can no more repent 

without the Spirit of Christ to awaken the conscience than we can be pardoned without Christ.ð 

Steps to Christ, 30:1. 
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It is true that men sometimes become ashamed of their sinful ways, and give up some of their evil 

habits, before they are conscious that they are being drawn to Christ. But whenever they make an 

effort to reform, from a sincere desire to do right, it is the power of Christ that is drawing them.ð 

Steps to Christ, 31:1. 

 

6. Must we repent before we can come to Jesus? 

 

The Bible does not teach that the sinner must repent before he can heed the invitation of Christ, 

"Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." 

Matthew 11:28. --Steps to Christ, 30:1. 

 

7. Because of Christ's love for the Laodiceans, what message did He send them? 

Revelation 3:19. 
 

8. What did Job do after he had seen God? Job 42:5, 6. 

 

9. The Holy Spirit convicted the hearers of Peter's sermon on the Day of Pentecost, and 
caused them to cry out, What shall we do?" Acts 2:37. What was Peter's answer? Acts 2:38. 

 

10. What precedes the blotting out of sins? Acts 3:19. 

 

Bible Examples of Repentance 
 

11. Give some instances of repentance: 

 

a. Esau. Genesis 27:34, 35; Hebrews 12:16, 17. 

 

There are many who fail to understand the true nature of repentance. Multitudes sorrow that they 

have sinned, and even make an outward reformation, because they fear that their wrongdoing will 

bring suffering upon themselves. But this is not repentance in the Bible sense. They lament the 

suffering, rather than the sin. Such was the grief of Esau when he saw that the birthright was lost 

to him forever.ðSteps to Christ, 26:3. 

 

b. Balaam. Numbers 22:34. 

 

Balaam, terrified by the angel standing in his pathway with drawn sword, acknowledged his guilt 

lest he should lose his life; but there was no genuine repentance for sin, no conversion of purpose, 

no abhorrence of evil. -- Steps to Christ, 26:3. 

 

c. David. 2 Samuel 12:13; Psalm 51. 

 

Many have murmured at what they called God's injustice in sparing David, whose guilt was so 

great, after having rejected Saul for what appear to them to be far less flagrant sins. But David 

humbled himself and confessed his sin, while Saul despised reproof, and hardened his heart in 

impenitence. -- Patriarchs and Prophets, 726:1. 

 

d. Zacchaeus. Luke 19:1-9. 

 

Before Zacchaeus had looked upon the face of Christ, he had begun the work that made him 

manifest as a true penitent. Before being accused by man, he had confessed his sin. He had yielded 

to the conviction of the Holy Spirit, and had begun to carry out the teaching of the words written 

for ancient Israel as well as for ourselves. -- The Desire of Ages, 555:4. 



 

 

12. Name the two types of sorrow. 2 Corinthians 7:10. 

 

13. Why is it so serious for a person to continue to slight Heaven's invitation to repent? 

Ephesians 4:30. 
 

The most common manifestation of the sin against the Holy Spirit is in persistently slighting 

Heaven's invitation to repent. -- The Desire of Ages, 324:2. 

 

Do Not Forget 

1. Roll your burden on Jesus. You feel that the Lord must take up the case where Satan is striving 

for the mastery over some soul; but you are to do what you can in humility and meekness, and put 

the tangled work, the complicated matters, into the hands of God. Follow the directions in His 

word, and leave the outcome of the matter to His wisdom. Let God untangle the snarled-up threads 

for you. He is wise enough to manage the complications of our lives. He has skill and tact. We 

cannot always see His plans; we must wait patiently their unfolding and not mar and destroy them. 

He will reveal them to us in His own good time. Testimonies, vol. 5, 347:2 to 348:1. 

 

2. Our lives may seem a tangle; but as we commit ourselves to the wise Master Worker, He will 

bring out the pattern of life and character that will be to His own glory. And that character which 

expresses the glory character of Christ will  be received into the Paradise of God. A renovated race 

shall walk with Him in white, for they are worthy. -- The Desire of Ages, 331:2. 

 

3. He who is truly penitent does not forget his past sins, and grow careless about them as soon as 

he has obtained forgiveness. On the contrary, the clearer the evidence he has of divine favor, the 

more he sees to regret in his past life of sin. He loathes, abhors, and condemns himself, and is 

more and more astonished that he should have continued in rebellion so long. He renews his 

repentance toward God, while he grasps more decidedly the hand of Jesus Christ, and finds that 

repentance is a daily, continued exercise, lasting until mortality is swallowed up of life. He who 

thus repents, appreciates the righteousness of Christ as above silver and gold, above every earthly 

tie and affection. -- EG. White, Signs of the Times, Nov. 26, 1894. 

 
 

Texts to Remember 

 
Acts 2:38 

Acts 3:19 

2 Peter 3:9 

 
 

Define or Identify 

 
Genuine 

Penitence 

Restore 

Love 

Reformation 

Sorrow 
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LESSON 19- CONFESSION 

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive US our sins, and to cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:9 

Psalm 51 and Steps to Christ, 42:1 to 46:2 

 

The conditions of obtaining mercy of God, are simple and just and reasonable. The 

Lord does not require us to do some grievous thing in order that we may have the 

forgiveness of sin. We need not make long and wearisome pilgrimages, or perform 

painful penances, to commend our souls to the God of heaven or to expiate our 

transgression; but he that confesseth and forsaketh his sin shall have mercy.ð 
Steps to Christ, 42:2. 

 

Blessings of Confession 
 

1. What is God ready to do for everyone who seeks forgiveness? Psalm 86:5. 

 

2. What promise is made to those who confess their sins? 1 John 1:9. 

 

3. When David confessed his transgressions, what did God do? Psalm 32:5. 

 

4. In what condition are we when we have been forgiven and our sin is covered? 

Psalms 32:1-2 

 

Be Definite in Confession 

5. To whom should we confess our sins? Psalm 32:5; Daniel 9: 3-19. 

 

6. To whom should we confess our faults? James 5:16. 

 

Confess your sins to God, who only can forgive them, and your faults to one another. If you 

have given offense to your friend or neighbour, you are to acknowledge your wrong, and it is his 

duty freely to forgive you. Then you are to seek the forgiveness of God, because the brother you 

have wounded is the property of God, and in injuring him you sinned against his Creator and 

Redeemer. ïSteps to Christ, 42:3. 

 

7. While confession should be definite and to those affected by the wrongdoing, what care 

must be taken? 

 

I have been shown that many, many confessions should never be spoken in the hearing of mortals. 

There should be no reckless, wholesale movements in this matter, for the cause of God may be 

made disreputable in the eyes of unbelievers. God will  be better glorified if  we confess the secret, 

inbred corruption of the heart to Jesus alone. There are confessions of a nature that should be 

brought before a select few and acknowledged by the sinner in deepest humility. Then there are 

confessions that the Lord has bidden us make to one another. --Testimonies, vol. 5, 645:2 to 646:1. 

 

Examples and Results 

8. What was the confession made by the prodigal son? Luke 15:11- 32. 
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9. What did John the Baptist expect to accompany repentance? Matthew 3:1-8. 

 

10. David's confession. Psalm 51. 

 

Life is too short for anyone to carry a continual grudge against a fellow human being. 

 
11. What prompted Judas to say, "I have sinned"? Matthew 27:2-5. 

 

The Saviour did not reproach His betrayer. He knew that Judas did not repent; his confession was 

forced from his guilty soul by an awful sense of condemnation and a looking for of judgment.ð 

The Desire of Ages, 722:2. 

 

12. How definite should we be in our confession of sin? Leviticus 5:5. 

 

13. Why should we not try to hide sin from God? 

Numbers 32:23; Proverbs 28:13, 14; Hebrews 4:13. 
 

14. Besides confession, what did God ask Israel to do? Leviticus 6:1-7. 

 

15. After having been restored to "the joy of salvation," what did David say he would do? 

Psalm 51:12, 13. 
 

16. What is the reaction in heaven when a sinner turns to God? Luke 15:7, 10. 



70 

 

 

Do Not Forget 

1. True confession is always of a specific character, and acknowledges particular sins. They may 

be of such a nature as to be brought before God only; they may be wrongs that should be confessed 

to individuals who have suffered injury through them; or they may be of a public character, and 

should then be as publicly confessed. But all confession should be definite and to the point, 

acknowledging the very sins of which you are guilty.--Steps to Christ, 43:1. 2. 

 

Our brother may have done us a greater wrong than we have done him, but this does not lessen 

our responsibility. If when we come before God we remember that another has aught against us, 

we are to leave our gift of prayer, of thanksgiving, of freewill offering, and go to the brother with 

whom we are at variance, and in humility confess our own sin, and ask to be forgiven.--Thoughts 

From the Mount of Blessing, 91:3. 

 

3. We should not think that unless those who have injured us confess the wrong, we are justified 

in withholding from them our forgiveness. It is their part, no doubt, to humble their hearts by 

repentance and confession; but we are to have a spirit of compassion toward those who have 

trespassed against us, whether or not they confess their faults. Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 

166:2. 

 

4. Unless he [the wrongdoer] yields to the convicting power of the Holy Spirit, he remains in 

partial blindness to his sin. His confessions are not sincere and in earnest. To every 

acknowledgment of his guilt he adds an apology in excuse of his course, declaring that if it had 

not been for certain circumstances, he would not have done this or that, for which he is reproved. 
Steps to Christ, 45:0. 

 

 

Texts to Remember 

Proverbs 28:13 

James 5:16 

1 John 1:9 

 

 

Define or Identify 

Compassion 

Courage 

Honesty 

Confession 

Forgive 

Pilgrimage 
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LESSON 20 - FORGIVENESS 

Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as 

scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall 

be as wool. Isaiah 1:18. 
 

You are a sinner. You cannot atone for  your past sins, you cannot change your heart, 

and make yourself holy. But God promises to do all this for  you through Christ. You 

believe that promise. You confess your sins, and give yourself to God. You will to 

serve Him. Just as surely as you do this, God will  fulfil  His word to you. If  you believe 

the promiseðbelieve that you are forgiven and cleansedðGod supplies the fact; you 

are made whole, just as Christ gave the paralytic power to walk when the man 

believed that he was healed. It is so if you believe it. Steps to Christ, 55:1. 

 

God's Promise of Forgiveness 
 

1. What does God do for His children? Psalm 103:2, 3; Micah 7:18. 

 

2. Note that among the attributes that God possesses, forgiveness is prominent. 

Exodus 34:6, 7; Numbers 14:18; Psalms 85:2; 86:5. 

 

The attributes of Christ's character, patience, kindness, mercy, and love. Counsels to Teachers, 

151:0. 

 

3. How definitely has God promised to forgive our sins? 

Jeremiah 31:34, last part; Hebrews 8:12; 10:17. 
 

4. How completely does God pardon sins that are confessed? Isaiah 44:22; 55:7. 

 

5. When God forgives sin, what else does He do? 1 John 1:9, last part. 

 

6. How completely does He remove sin from us? Psalm 103:12; Isaiah 38:17; Micah 7:19. 

 

God's forgiveness is not merely a judicial act by which He sets us free from condemnation. It is 

not only forgiveness for sin, but reclaiming from sin. -- Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 167:0. 

 

7. According to the scribes and Pharisees, who only could forgive sin? Mark 2:7; Luke 5:21. 

 

8. What was Jesus' reaction to this teaching? Mark 2:8-12; Luke 5:22-25. 

 

9. How do you explain John 20:23? 

 

Christ here gives no liberty for any man to pass judgment upon others. But on the church in its 

organized capacity He places a responsibility for the individual members. Deal faithfully with 

wrongdoing. Warn every soul that is in danger. Leave none to deceive themselves. Call sin by its 

right name. Declare what God has said in regard to lying, Sabbath-breaking, stealing, idolatry, and 

every other evil. "They which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God." Galatians 5:21. 

If they persist in sin, the judgment you have declared from God's word is pronounced upon them 

in heaven. In choosing to sin, they disown Christ; the church must show that she does not sanction 

their deeds, or she herself dishonours her Lord. She must say about sin what God says 
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about it. She must deal with it as God directs, and her action is ratified in heaven.--Gospel Workers, 

502:1, 2. 
 

When we pray the Lord's Prayer we actually ask God to forgive us as we forgive others 

 
10. Through whom do we have forgiveness of sins? Acts 10:43; Ephesians 1:7; 1 John 2:12. 

 

11. Note the following examples of sins forgiven and the results: 

 

a. David. 2 Samuel 12:13. 

 

b. Man sick with palsy. Matthew 9:2. 

 

c. Prodigal son. Luke 15:22-24. 

 

d. Woman taken in adultery. John 8:1-11. 

 

Conditions of Forgiveness 
 

12. Upon what condition does God promise to forgive our sins? 2 Chronicles 7:14; 1 John 1:9. 

 

13. How does our attitude toward others affect the measure of God's forgiveness? 

Matthew 6:12, 14, 15; Mark 11:25, 26; Ephesians 4:32. 
 

If we expect our own prayers to be heard, we must forgive others in the same manner, and to the 

same extent, as we hope to be forgiven. -- Steps to Christ, 101:2. 

 

We are not forgiven because we forgive, but as we forgive. - Christ's Object Lessons, 251:4. 
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But for one to express faith in God's pardoning love, while he himself indulged an unloving spirit, 

would be a mere farce. - Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 91:2. 

 

14. How often should we forgive others? Matthew 18:21, 22; Luke 17:3, 4. 

Not only seven times, but seventy times sevenðjust as often as God forgives you. 
Christ's Object Lessons, 250:0. 

 

15. What is the sin that cannot be forgiven? Matthew 12:31, 32; Mark 3:28, 29; 1 John 5:16. 

 

Whatever the sin, if  the soul repents and believes, the guilt is washed away in the blood of Christ; 

but he who rejects the work of the Holy Spirit is placing himself where repentance and faith cannot 

come to him. It is by the Spirit that God works upon the heart; when men wilfully  reject the Spirit, 

and declare It to be from Satan, they cut off the channel by which God can communicate with 

them. When the Spirit is finally rejected, there is no more that God can do for the soul.--The Desire 

of Ages, 322:0. 

 

Do Not Forget 

1. It is the privilege of all who comply with the conditions to know for themselves that pardon is 

freely extended for every sin. --Steps to Christ, 57:1. 

 

2. There is forgiveness with God; there is acceptance full  and free through the merits of Jesus, our 

crucified and risen Lord. - Prophets and Kings, 723:2. 

 

3. Here is where thousands fail: they do not believe that Jesus pardons them personally, 

individually. They do not take God at His word. --Steps to Christ, 57:1. 

 

4. Jesus teaches that we can receive forgiveness from God only as we forgive others. It is the love 

of God that draws us unto Him, and that love cannot touch our hearts without creating love for 

our brethren.ðThoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 166:1. 

 

 
Texts to Remember 

 
Isaiah 38:17 

1 John 1:9 

Isaiah 1:18 

Micah 7:19 

Psalm 103:12 

 
 

Define or Identify 

 
Forgiveness 

"Forgive us as ---- ñ 

"Seventy times seven" 

To forget 
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LESSON 21 - BORN AGAIN  

Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of 

God, which liveth and abideth forever. 1 Peter 1:23. 

The Desire of Ages, 167:1 to 177:2 

 

The fountain of the heart must be purified before the streams can become pure. He 

who is trying to reach heaven by his own works in keeping the law is attempting an 

impossibility. There is no safety for one who has merely a legal religion, a form of 

godliness. The Christian's life is not a modification or improvement of the old, but a 

transformation of nature. There is a death to self and sin, and a new life altogether. 

This change can be brought about only by the effectual working of the Holy Spirit. 
ð The Desire of Ages, 172:1. 

 

The Natural Man 

1. What may an unconverted person be called? Romans 8:6-8; James 4:4. 

 

2. How did Isaiah, the prophet, picture man in his sinful state? Isaiah 1:5, 6; 64:6. 

 

3. Note carefully the list of vices known as the works of the flesh. Galatians 5:19-21. 

 

4. How many of the human family have sinned? Romans 3:10-12, 23. 

 

5. What success will  man, by himself, have in trying  to reform? Job 14:4; Jeremiah 13:23; 

17:9. 

 

By nature the heart is evil. No human invention can find a remedy for the sinning soul.ð 
The Desire of Ages, 172:1. 

 

It is evident that man is in desperate need of help if he is ever to please God. 
 

Ye Must Be Born Again 
 

6. How only can we be fitted for citizenship in God's kingdom? Matthew 18:3; John 3:3. 

 

7. Who gives to man the new-birth experience? John 1:13. 

 

8. What means does God use to bring about the new birth?  

 

a. "Born of the Spirit." John 3:8. 

b. "Born again by the word of God." 1 Peter 1:23. 

 

9. What is man's part in this experience? John 1:12. 

 

10. How earnestly should we seek God's favour? Jeremiah 29:13. 

 

11. How complete is to be the work of transformation? Romans 8:1-4; 2 Corinthians 5:17. 

 

12. How much of the work of regeneration do we understand? John 3:7, 8. 
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The wind is heard among the branches of the trees, rustling the leaves and flowers; yet it is 

invisible, and no man knows whence it comes or whither it goes. So with the work of the Holy 

Spirit upon the heart. It can no more be explained than can the movements of the wind. A person 

may not be able to tell the exact time or place, or to trace all the circumstances in the process of 

conversion; but this does not prove him to be unconverted. --The Desire of Ages, 172:3. 
 
 

To be converted means to turn around from a sinful life and go toward the kingdom of 

God. 

Evidences of Conversion 
 

13. List the evidences of the new birth given in the following scriptures: 

a. "By their fruits." Matthew 7:20. 
b. "Led by the Spirit of God." Romans 8:14, 16. 

c. "The fruit of the Spirit." Galatians 5:22, 23. 

d. "Whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world." 1 John 5:4. 

e. "Love the brethren." 1 John 3:14. 

f. "Keep His commandments." 1 John 5:3. 

 

14. Study the story of Joshua the high priest and his experience, and note how he was 
changed. Zechariah 3:1-5. 

 

15. What happens to the "old man" of sin? Romans 6:6; Galatians 2:20. 

 

16. What comes into the heart as a result of the new birth? Romans 5:1; Philippians 4:7. 
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When the Spirit of God takes possession of the heart, it transforms the life. Sinful thoughts 

are put away, evil deeds are renounced; love, humility, and peace take the place of anger, envy, 

and strife. Joy takes the place of sadness, and the countenance reflects the light of heaven. No one 

sees the hand that lifts the burden, or beholds the light descend from the courts above. The blessing 

comes when by faith the soul surrenders itself to God. Then that power which no human eye can 

see creates a new being in the image of God. -- The Desire of Ages, 173:1. 

 

Do Not Forget: 

1. The religion that comes from God is the only religion that can lead to God. In order to serve 

Him aright, we must be born of the divine Spirit. -- Testimonies, vol. 9, 156:1. 

 

2. Through the merits of Christ he [man] can be restored to harmony with his Maker. His heart 

must be renewed by divine grace; he must have a new life from above. This change is the new 

birth, without which, says Jesus, "he cannot see the kingdom of God." [John 3:3.]ðThe Great 

Controversy, 467:2. 

 

3. Through this simple act of believing God, the Holy Spirit has begotten a new life in your heart. 

You are as a child born into the family of God, and He loves you as He loves His Son. Steps to 

Christ, 56:1. 

 

4. When the Spirit of God takes possession of the heart, it transforms the life. No one sees the 

hand that lifts the burden, or beholds the light descend from the courts above. The blessing comes 

when by faith the soul surrenders itself to God. Then that power which no human eye can see 

creates a new being in the image of God. --The Desire of Ages, 173:1. 

 
 

Texts to Remember 

Jeremiah 13:23 

John 3:3, 5 

1 Peter 1:23 

 
 

Define or Identify 

 
Conversion 

Natural man 

Regeneration 
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LESSON 22 - BAPTISM  

Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was 

raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 

newness of life. Romans 6:4. 

Christ  has made baptism the sign of entrance to His spiritual  kingdom. He has made 

this a positive condition with  which all must comply who wish to be acknowledged as 

under the authority of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit Baptism is a most 

solemn renunciation of the world. - Testimonies, vol. 6, 91:2, 3. 
 

1. What command did Jesus give concerning baptism? Matthew 28:19, 20; Mark 16:15, 16. 

 

2. What is the meaning of baptism? Romans 6:3, 4. 

 

3. Of what is baptism a memorial? Romans 6:3, 4. 

 

4. What experience should we have before receiving baptism? 

a. Be instructed in the teaching of Jesus. Matthew 28:19, 20. 
b. Believe in Christ. Mark 16:16; Acts 8:36, 37. 

c. Be dead to sin. Romans 6:2, 3, 11. 

 

5. What should be our condition and experience after having been baptized? 

a. "Receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." Acts 2:38. 
b. "Walk in newness of life." Romans 6:4. 

c. "Be also in the likeness of His resurrection." Romans 6:5. 

d. "Should not serve sin." Romans 6:6. 

 

6. What is the manner of Christian baptism? 

a. "John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there." John 

3:23. 

b. "Jesus, when He was baptized, went up straightway out of the water." Matthew 3:16. 

c. "They went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him." Acts 

8:38. 

d. "And when they were come up out of the water." Acts 8:39. 

 

7. How many forms of baptism are recognized in the Scriptures? Ephesians 4:5. 

 

The only mode of baptism recognized in the New Testament is immersion. The Greek word 

"baptizo," from which our English word "baptism" is derived, means to immerse, to overwhelm, 

or to plunge beneath. - W. H. Branson, Drama of the Ages, 168:3. 

 

Do Not Forget: 

1. Baptism is a most sacred and important ordinance, and there should be a thorough understanding 

as to its meaning. It means repentance for sin, and the entrance upon a new life in Christ Jesus.ð 
Testimonies, vol. 6, 93:3. 

 

2. Those who are baptized in the threefold name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  at the 

very entrance of their Christian life declare publicly that they have forsaken the service of Satan 
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and have become members of the royal family, children of the heavenly King. Testimonies, vol. 6, 

91:3. 3. 

 

3. Those who have put on Christ by baptism, by this act showing their separation from the world 

and that they have covenanted to walk in newness of life, should not set up idols in their hearts. 

Testimonies, vol. 3, 365:3. 
 

When we are baptized we bury the life of sin and rise to walk in a new life with Jesus 

 

4. He who has determined to enter the spiritual kingdom will  find that all the powers and passions 

of unregenerate nature, backed by the forces of the kingdom of darkness, are arrayed against him. 

Each day he must renew his consecration, each day do battle with evil. Old habits, hereditary 

tendencies to wrong, will  strive for the mastery, and against these he is to be ever on guard, striving 

in Christ's strength for victory. - The Acts of the Apostles, 476:3. 

 

5. Renouncing all that would hinder him from making progress in the upward way, or that would 

turn the feet of another from the narrow path, the believer will reveal in his daily life mercy, 

kindness, humility, meekness, forbearance, and the love of Christ. - The Acts of the Apostles, 477:2. 

 

Texts to Remember: 

Matthew 3:13-17 

Matthew 28:19, 20 

Romans 6:4 
 

Define or Identify: 

Baptise; Immersion; Memorial; Ordinance; To bury 
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LESSON 23:"THE WAY, THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE" - 

SUMMARY OF UNIT 3  

Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name 

of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 

Ghost. Acts 2:38. 

Christ  in His self-denial, Christ  in His humiliation,  Christ  in His purity  and holiness, 

Christ  in His matchless love,ðthis is the subject for  the soul's contemplation. It  is by 

loving Him, copying Him, depending wholly upon Him, that you are to be 
transformed into His likeness. Steps to Christ, 75:1. 

 

Deliverance From Sin Promised 

 
1. Where was the first sermon on the First and the Second Advent preached? 

And to whom was it preached? 

2. In what phrase of Scripture do we find the promise of a victorious Saviour? And a defeated foe? 

3. List some ways in which Christ fulfilled the prophecies. 

4. Name some prominent examples of men who have overcome through Christ. 

 

Deliverance Through Christ 
 

1. Did Christ come to save "in" sin, "from" sin, or "out of" sin? 

2. What prophecy revealed the approximate date of Christ's first advent? Where is it found? 

3. What, actually, was the mission of Christ at His first coming? 

4. Explain how Christ's incarnation was an act of great humility. 

5. Name Christ's three temptations in the wilderness. 

6. Give reasons why: 

(a.) Jesus did not have to die for man, and 

(b.) Jesus must die for man. 

 

Love of God 

1. List the evidences we have studied which reveal God's love. 

2. Enumerate three things which have love as their basis. 

3. What specific proof convinces one person of his love for another? PredestinationðFree 

 

Choice 

1. How many texts can you recall with the words "whosoever" in them? 

2. Name four factors involved in any soul's election. 

3. To what is man predestined? 

4. Explain how a person is transferred from the family of the first Adam to that of the second 

Adam. 

5. Give an example of persons who had equal opportunity, but chose different pathways. 
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Repentance 

1. Define "repentance." 

2. What are the two kinds of sorrow for sin? Give examples of each, with their motives. 

3. What part does the conscience play in the matter of repentance? 

4. What accompanies genuine repentance? 

 

Confession 

1. Distinguish between the confession of sin to God and of faults to man. 

2. "I have sinned," said both David and Judas. Explain the difference. 

 

Forgiveness 

1. What definite terms of speech does God use to show His complete willingness to forgive? 

2. When God forgives sins, what else does He do with them? 

3. List four cases of individuals who found forgiveness. 

4. Explain, "Forgive us as we forgive." 

5. Enumerate the conditions on which forgiveness is granted. 

 

Born Again 

1. Who is the active agent in bringing about the new birth? 

2. List some traits of the natural man, revealing the dreadful condition of his heart. 

3. Make a list of the works of the flesh. 

4. To what did Christ liken the indwelling of the Holy Spirit? 

5. Name some evidences of the new birth. 

 

Baptism 
 

1. Is baptism a command? By whom? 

2. If the Sabbath is a memorial of creation, of what is baptism a memorial? 

3. List the experiences necessary before one should be baptized. 

4. Of what is baptism a symbol? 

5. Prove the mode of baptism to be immersion. Give examples. 

 

 

 

 

Jesus Christ so loved all men that He came to save them from sin and eternal 

death and to bestow on them life everlasting. 
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UNIT 4 - "THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD"  

 

 
The law of Ten Commandments points out sin, the penalty of which is death. 

The law cannot save the transgressor from his sin, nor impart power to keep 

him from sinning. In infinite  love and mercy, God provides a way whereby this 

may be done. He furnishes a substitute, even Christ the Righteous One, to die 

in man's stead, making "Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might 

be made the righteousness of God in Him." 2 Corinthians 5:21. 

 

One is justified, not by obedience to the law, but by the grace that is in Christ 

Jesus. By accepting Christ, man is reconciled to God, justified by His blood for 

the sins of the past, and saved from the power of sin by His indwelling life. Thus 

the gospel becomes "the power of God unto salvation to everyone that 

believeth." Romans 1:16. 

This experience is wrought by the divine agency of the Holy Spirit, who 

convinces of sin and leads to the Sin Bearer, inducting the believer into the new- 

covenant relationship, where the law of God is written on his heart, and 

through the enabling power of the indwelling Christ, his life is brought into 

conformity to the divine precepts. The honour and merit of this wonderful 

tr ansformation belong wholly to Christ. 
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LESSON 24 ï FAITH  

But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for he that cometh to God must 

believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him. 

Hebrews 11:6 

I have frequently seen that the children of the Lord neglect prayer, especially secret 

prayer, altogether too much; that many do not exercise that faith which it is their 

privilege and duty to exercise, often waiting for that feeling which faith alone can 

brin g. Feeling is not faith; the two are distinct. Faith is ours to exercise, but joyful 

feeling and the blessing are God's to give. he grace of God comes to the soul through 

the channel of living faith, and that faith  it  is in our power to exercise.-- Early Writings, 

72:1. 

 

Faith Defined 

1. What is faith declared to be? Hebrews 11:1. 

 

Through faith we receive the grace of God; but faith is not our Saviour. It is the hand by which 

we lay hold upon Christ, and appropriate His merits, the remedy for sin. -- The Desire of Ages, 

175:4. 

Saving faith is a transaction, by which those who receive Christ join themselves in covenant 

relation with God. A living faith means an increase of vigor, a confiding trust, by which, through 

the grace of Christ, the soul becomes a conquering power. -- The Ministry of Healing, 62:2. 

 

2. What more is required besides a belief that God exists? Hebrews 11:6, last part. 

 

3. How is faith obtained? Romans 10:17; 12:3. 

 

4. If the word of God is the medium through which faith comes, how, then, may faith be 
increased? 2 Timothy 2:15; 3:16, 17. 

 

5. Explain the difference between belief and faith. Matthew 17:20; James 2:19. 

 

Faith is belief put to work 

When we speak of faith, there is a distinction that should be borne in mind. There is a kind of 

belief that is wholly distinct from faith. The existence and power of God, the truth of His word, 

are facts that even Satan and his hosts cannot at heart deny. The Bible says that "the devils also 

believe, and tremble" (James 2:19); but this is not faith. Where there is not only a belief in God's 

word, but a submission of the will to Him; where the heart is yielded to Him, the affections fixed 

upon Him, there is faith-faith that works by love, and purifies the soul. Through this faith the heart 

is renewed in the image of God. --Steps to Christ, 68:2. 

 

6. What will genuine faith bring to every believer? 1 John 5:4. 

 

Evidences of Faith 
 

7. What will one who has faith understand about creation? Hebrews 11:3. 

 

8. Point out at least three instances of faith in Abraham's life. Hebrews 11:8-19. 
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9. With what is the faith of Jesus joined? Revelation 14:12. 

 

10. How is the law of God established in the heart? Romans 3:31. 
 

The truth of God is our shield against the fiery attacks of a false, lying enemy. 
 

11. Of what fruit is faith a part? Galatians 5:22. 

 

12. Explain the relationship between faith and works. James 2:14-22. 

 

13. What will the trying of our faith produce in the life? James 1:3. 

 

14. What will God's remnant church have? Revelation 14:12, last part. 

 

15. Into what close relationship to God are we brought by faith? Galatians 3:26. 

 

16. When we become children of God, how do we walk? 2 Corinthians 5:7. 

 

17. Upon what condition may we expect our prayers to be answered? James 1:6. 

 

18. What is the ultimate purpose of faith? 1 Peter 1:9. 
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The Roman captain had great faith in Jesus when he asked the Master to heal his 

servant 



85 

 

 

Do Not Forget 

1. Faith is a very simple matter; it is confidence in God. -- EG. White, Youth's Instructor, Aug. 30, 

1894 

 

2. Faith is simply taking God at His word; it is believing that God will  do just as He has promised. 

We should be a far greater power for good than we now are, if we would comply with the 

conditions that God has laid down in His word, and trust Him implicitly. ïEG. White, Signs of the 

Times, Sept. 9, 1889. 

 

3. We come unto God in the name of Jesus by special invitation, and He welcomes us to His 

audience chamber, and imparts to the humble and contrite heart that faith in Christ by which he is 

justified, and Jesus blots out as a thick cloud his transgressions by the bright sunshine of His love. 

--Christian Education, 128:1. 

 

4. Faith is inspired by the Holy Spirit, and it will flourish only as it is cherished. No man can 

become strong in faith without a determined effort. --The Great Controversy, 527:3. 

 

5. Presumption is Satan's counterfeit of faith. Faith claims God's promises, and brings forth fruit 

in Obedience. Presumption also claims the promises, but uses them as Satan did, to excuse 

transgression.ðThe Desire of Ages, 126:1. 

 

6. The only vital faith is that faith which receives and assimilates the truth till it is a part of the 

being and the motive power of the life and action.ðTestimonies, vol. 5, 576:0. 

 

7. The best proof of faith in Christ is distrust of self-and dependence upon God. The only reliable 

proof of our abiding in Christ is to reflect His image. Just so far as we do this we give evidence 

that we are sanctified through the truth, for the truth is exemplified in our daily life.ðEG. White, 

Signs of the Times, Feb. 28, 1895. 

 

 

Texts to Remember: 

Romans 3:31 

Galatians 5:22-23 

Hebrews 11:3, 6 

 
 

Define or Identify: 
 

Believe 

Faith 

Presumption 

Transaction 

Works 
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LESSON 25 - RIGHTEOUSNESS BY FAITH  

But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and 

righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption. 1 Corinthians 1:30. 
 

The law requires righteousnessða righteous life, a perfect character; and this man 

has not to give. He cannot meet the claims of God's holy law. But Christ coming to 

the earth as man, lived a holy life and developed a perfect character. These He offers 

as a free gift  to all who will  receive them. His life stands for  the life of men. Thus they 

have remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God. More than this, 

Christ imbues men with the attributes of God. He builds up the human character 

after the similitude of the divine character, a goodly fabric of spiritual strength and 

beauty. - The Desire of Ages, 762:2. 

 

1. To what is man's righteousness likened? Isaiah 64:6. 

 

2. What is the most effective way to "break off thy sins"? Daniel 4:27. 

 

3. Where or what is the source of righteousness for "the servants of the Lord"?  

Isaiah 54:17, last part; Jeremiah 23:5, 6. 
 

4. To what does Isaiah compare righteousness? Isaiah 61:10. 

 

5. What is used in the Bible to represent the righteousness of saints? Revelation 19:7, 8. 

 

6. How is righteousness defined? 

Righteousness is right-doing, and it is by their deeds that all will be judged. Our characters are 

revealed by what we do. The works show whether the faith is genuine. Whatever our profession, 

it amounts to nothing unless Christ is revealed in works of righteousness. ï Christ's Object Lessons, 

312:2; 313:0. 

 

7. What does it mean to be clothed with the garments of His righteousness? 

Romans 13:14; Colossians 3:5-17. 
 

By His perfect obedience He has made it possible for every human being to obey Gods 

commandments. When we submit ourselves to Christ, the heart is united with His heart, the will 

is merged in His will,  the mind becomes one with His mind, the thoughts are brought into captivity 

to Him; we live His life. This is what it means to be clothed with the garment of His righteousness. 

-- Christ's Object Lessons, 312: 0. 

8. By Christ's perfect obedience, it is possible for us to obey God's commandments. 

Philippians 4:13. 
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9. Abraham and righteousness. Romans 4. 

a. "Believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness." Romans 4:3. 
b. His faith was "counted for righteousness." Verse 5. 

c. "Should be the heir of the world through the righteousness of faith." Verse 13. 

d. "Was strong in faith and it was imputed to him for righteousness." Verses 20-22. 

 

10. In what is "the righteousness of God" revealed? Romans 1:16-17. 

The righteousness of God is revealed in the gospel "from faith to faith." 

a. Justification by faith. Romans 3:24-26. 

b. Sanctification by faith. Romans 5:8-10. 

 

11. How is "the righteousness of God" obtained? Romans 3:22. 

 

Righteousness is love, and love is the light and the life of God. The righteousness of God is 

embodied in Christ. We receive righteousness by receiving Him. Not by painful struggles or 

wearisome toil, not by gift or sacrifice, is righteousness obtained; but it is freely given to every 

soul who hungers and thirsts to receive it. --Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 34:1, 2. 

 

The thought that the righteousness of Christ is imputed to us, not because of any merit on our part, 

but as a free gift from God, is a precious thought. The enemy of God and man is not willing that 

this truth should be clearly presented; for he knows that if the people receive it fully, his power 

will be broken.ðGospel Workers, 161:1. 

 

12. What are some of the characteristics of righteousness? 

a. "Endureth forever." Psalm 111:3. 
b. "Everlasting." Psalm 119:142. 

c. "Tendeth to life." Proverbs 11:19. 

d. "Exalteth a nation." Proverbs 14: 34. 

e. "The work of righteousness shall be peace." Isaiah 32:17. 

f. "The effect of righteousness quietness and assurance forever." Isaiah 32:17. 

 

13. What did Jesus become "that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him"?  

2 Corinthians 5:21. 
 

14. If not by our works of righteousness, by what are we saved? Ephesians 2:8-10; Titus 3:5. 

 

15. Since the end of all things earthly is rapidly approaching, what does the prophet 
Zephaniah urge every person to seek? Zephaniah 2:1-3. 

When we are clothed with the righteousness of Christ, we shall have no relish for sin: for Christ 

will  be working with us. We may make mistakes, but we will  hate the sin that caused the sufferings 

of the Son of God. -- EG. White, Review and Herald, March 18 1890. 
 

The righteousness by which we are justified is imputed; the righteousness by which we are 

sanctified is imparted. The first is our title to heaven, the second is our fitness for Heaven. 
EG White, Review and Herald, June 4, 1895. 
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Jesus longs to give us the robe of His righteousness to cover our ugly, sinful nature. 

 

Do Not Forget 

1. When God pardons the sinner, remits the punishment he deserves, and treats him as though he 

had not sinned, He receives him into divine favour, and justifies him through the merits of Christ's 

righteousness.ðEG. White, Signs of the Times, March 6, 1893. 

 

2. The Lord imputes unto the believer the righteousness of Christ and pronounces him righteous 

before the universe. He transfers his sins to Jesus, the sinner's representative, substitute, and 

surety.ðEG. White, Signs of the Times, March 13, 1893. 

 

3. The costly, spotless robe, woven in the loom of heaven, has been provided for the repenting, 

believing sinner. --EG. White, Signs of the Times, March 13, 1893. 

 

4. Having made us righteous through the imputed righteousness of Christ, God pronounces us just, 

and treats us as just. --EG. White, Signs of the Times, March 13, 1893. 

 

5. Grace is unmerited favour, and the believer is justified without any merit of his own, without 

any claim to offer to God. He is justified through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, who stands 

in the courts of heaven as the sinner's substitute and surety. --EG. White, Signs of the Times, March 

20, 1893. 
 

Texts to Remember 
 

Zephaniah 2:1-3; 1 Corinthians 1:30; Romans 1:16, 17; 2 Corinthians 5:21 

 

Define or Identify 
 

Legal religion; To impart; Righteousness; To impute; Submission 
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LESSON 26 - SANCTIFICATION  

Sanctify them through Thy truth: Thy word is truth. John 17:17. 

In the life of the disciple John true sanctification is exemplified. During the years of 

his close association with Christ, he was often warned and cautioned by the Saviour; 

and these reproofs he accepted. As the character of the Divine One was manifested 

to him, John saw his own deficiencies, and was humbled by the revelation. Day by 

day, in contrast with  his own violent spirit,  he beheld the tenderness and forbearance 

of Jesus, and heard His lessons of humility and patience. Day by day his heart was 

drawn out to Christ, until he lost sight of self in love for his Master. The power and 

tenderness, the majesty and meekness, the strength and patience, that he saw in the 

daily life of the Son of God, filled his soul with admiration. He yielded his resentful, 

ambitious temper to the moulding power of Christ, and divine love wrought in him a 

transformation of character.--The Acts of the Apostles, 557:1. 

 

God's Standard for Us 
 

1. What is "sanctification"?  

 

State or quality of being sacred or holy; holiness of life and character; saintliness; godliness. 

Webster. 

 

True sanctification means perfect love, perfect obedience, perfect conformity to the will of God. 

--The Acts of the Apostles, 565:1. 

 

Holiness is wholeness for God; it is the entire surrender of heart and life to the indwelling of the 

principles of heaven. --The Desire of Ages, 556:0. 

 

2. What high standard does God want His children to reach? 

Matthew 5:48; 1 Peter 1:15, 16. 
 

3. What is God's will for us? 1 Thessalonians 4:3-8 

 

4. How complete is the work of sanctification to be? 1 Thessalonians 5: 22-23. 

 

Agencies of Sanctification 
 

5. Note how sanctification depends upon Jesus and His sacrificial death: 

 

a. "Sanctified by faith." Acts 20:32; 26:18. 

b. "Christ made unto us sanctification." 1 Corinthians 1:30. 

c. "Sanctified in the name of the Lord Jesus." 1 Corinthians 6:11. 

d. Christ is "He that sanctifieth." Hebrews 2:11. 

e. "We are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ." Hebrews 10:10. 

f. "That He might sanctify the people." Hebrews 13:12. 

 

6. For what reason did Jesus sanctify Himself? John 17:19. 
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7. What part does the word of God have in the work of sanctification? 

John 17:17. (Compare 1 Thessalonians 2:13, last part, and 1 Peter 1:22.) 
 

God expects us to be growing Christians who advance onward and upward to His 

kingdom. 
 

8. Does God the Father have anything to do with sanctification? Jude 1. 

 

Our Part in Sanctification 

9. How fruitful will be man's attempt to sanctify himself? Isaiah 66: 17. 

 

10. In th e work of sanctification what must we do in co-operation with God? 

Philippians 2:12, 13; 1 John 3:3. 
 

11. What are we to do with the evil tendencies of our nature? Colossians 3:5-8. 

 

The directions laid down in the word of God leave no room for compromise with evil. His 

[Christ's] children must follow where He has led the way; at whatever sacrifice of ease or selfish 

indulgence, at whatever cost of labour or suffering, they must maintain a constant battle with 

self. --The Acts of the Apostles, 565:3. 

 
12. Does the theory of "once saved, always saved" agree with the Scriptures, or is it 
possible to fall from grace? 1 Corinthians 9:27; 10:12; 1 John 2:1. 

 

Let the recording angels write the history of the holy struggles and conflicts of the people of God; 

let them record their prayers and tears; but let not God be dishonoured by the declaration from 

human lips, "I am sinless; I am holy." Sanctified lips will never give utterance to such 

presumptuous words.-The Acts of the Apostles, 561:3. 
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13. Upon whom should we depend for the work of sanctification in our hearts? 

Philippians 1:6; Hebrews 12:2. 

 

14. Note the following beautiful description of the work of sanctification: 

 

Sanctification is not the work of a moment, an hour, a day, but of a life time. It is not gained by a 

happy flight of feeling but is the result of constantly dying to sin, and constantly living for Christ. 

Wrongs cannot be righted nor reformations wrought in the character by feeble, intermittent efforts. 

It is only by long, persevering effort, sore discipline, and stern conflict, that we shall overcome. 

We know not one day how strong will be our conflict the next. So long as Satan reigns, we shall 

have self to subdue, besetting sins to overcome; so long as life shall last, there will be no stopping 

place, no point which we can reach and say, I have fully attained. Sanctification is the result of 

lifelong obedience.--The Acts of the Apostles, 560:3. 

 

Do Not Forget 

1. Christ, coming to the earth as man, lived a holy life, and developed a perfect character. These 

He offers as a free gift to all who will receive them. His life stands for the life of men. Thus they 

have remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God. More than this, Christ imbues 

men with the attributes of God. He builds up the human character after the similitude of the divine 

character, a goodly fabric of spiritual strength and beauty. Thus the very righteousness of the law 

is fulfilled in the believer in Christ.--The Desire of Ages, 762:2. 

 

2. The life of Christ in you produces the same fruits as in Him. Living in Christ, adhering to Christ, 

supported by Christ, drawing nourishment from Christ, you bear fruit after the similitude of Christ. 

-- The Desire of Ages, 677:1. 

 

3. To love God supremely and our neighbour as ourselves is genuine sanctification. 

EG. White, Signs of the Times, Feb. 24, 1890. 

 

4. Those who would rather die than perform a wrong act are the only ones who will be found 

faithful. -- Testimonies, vol. 5, 53:2. 

 

5. When Christ abides in the heart, the whole nature is transformed. Christ's Spirit, His love, 

softens the heart, subdues the soul, and raises the thoughts and desires toward God and 

heaven.ðSteps to Christ, 78: 1. 
 

Texts to Remember 

 
Matthew 5:48 

Philippians 1:6 

John 17:17, 19 

1 Thessalonians 5:23 

 

Define or Identify 

 
Holiness 

To sanctify 
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LESSON 27 - CHRISTIAN GROWTH  

But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

2 Peter 3:18. 
 

Steps to Christ, 71:1 to 80:2 

 

As in nature, so in grace; there can be no life without growth. The plant must either 

grow or die. As its growth is silent and imperceptible, but continuous, so is the 

development of the Christian life. At every stage of development our life may be 

perfect; yet if God's purpose for us is fulfilled, there will be continual advancement. 

Sanctification is the work  of a lifetime. As our opportunities multiply,  our experience 

will enlarge, and our knowledge increase. We shall become strong to bear 

responsibility, and our maturity will be in proportion to our privileges .ðChrist's 

Object Lessons, 65:2. 

 

Essentials of Growth 

1. Before we can become children of God, what change must we experience? John 3:3. 

 

The change of heart by which we become children of God is in the Bible spoken of as birth. Unless 

a man is "born from above" (John 3:3, margin), he cannot become a partaker of the life which 

Christ came to give.ðSteps to Christ, 71:1, 2. 

 

2. After we have become children of God, what are we exhorted to do? 2 Peter 3:18. 

 

3. How may this grace and peace be multiplied in the Christian? 2 Peter 1:2. 

 

4. Note what graces we are to add to faith in our character building 2 Peter 1:5-7: 

 

Christ, who connects earth with heaven, is the ladder. The base is planted firmly on the earth in 

His humanity; the topmost round reaches to the throne of God in His divinity. The humanity of 

Christ embraces fallen humanity, while His divinity lays hold upon the throne of God. We are 

saved by climbing round after round of the ladder, looking to Christ, clinging to Christ, mounting 

step by step to the height of Christ, so that He is made unto us wisdom and righteousness and 

sanctification and redemption. Faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, 

brotherly kindness, and charity are the rounds of this ladder. All  these graces are to be manifested 

in the Christian character. - Testimonies, vol. 6, 147:2. 

 

How to Grow 

5. What did Jesus invite us to eat? John 6:47-51. 

 

6. If we accept this invitation, what will we have and what has God promised to do for us at 
the last day? John 6:53; 1 John 5:11, 12. 

 

7. How may we "eat" Christ? John 6:63. 

 

8. By what did Jesus say man should live? Matthew 4:4. 
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9. What did Jesus say His food was? John 4:34. 
 

 

 

10. As the breathing of air is essential to physical life, so prayer and communion with God 

are essential to spiritual  life. To him [Enoch] prayer was as the breath of the soul; he lived in the 

very atmosphere of heaven. --Patriarchs and Prophets, 85:4. 11. 

 

11. Why is prayer so essential to the Christian's growth? Luke 11: 9-13. 

 

12. Account for  the freshness and vigour in our Saviour as He entered upon each day's work . 

Luke 6:12; 9:28, 29. 

 

Often His incessant labour and the conflict with the enmity and false teaching of the rabbis, left 

Him so utterly wearied that His mother and brothers, and even His disciples, feared that His life 

would be sacrificed. But as He returned from the hours of prayer that closed the toilsome day, they 

marked the look of peace upon His face, the freshness and life and power that seemed to pervade 

His whole being. From hours spent alone with God He came forth, morning by morning, to bring 

the light of heaven to men. - The Ministry of Healing, 55:2. 

 

13. What has God wisely provided for man's spiritual exercise? 

Romans 6:13; 1 Corinthians 9:16-18. 
 

14. How did James stress the same truth? James 2:20-26. 

You need moral power and the real nourishment of the grace of God. Nothing will give bone and 

sinew to your piety like working to advance the cause you profess to love, instead of binding it. 

There is but one genuine cure for spiritual laziness, and that is workðworking for souls who need 

your help. --Testimonies, vol. 4, 236:0. 

 

15. What is a sure result of failure to take proper spiritual exercise? Matthew 25:41-46. 
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16. Five times in the New Testament the Lord Jesus used the one word which is translated 

in the King James Version as, "Be of good cheer." And what are the reasons for being "of 

good cheer"? 

 

a. His pardon. Matthew 9:2. 

b. His power. Matthew 14:27. 

c. His presence. Mark 6:50. 

d. His peace. John 16:33. 

e. His promise. Acts 23:11. 

 

And it takes just these blessings for us to experience good cheer and inner peace, peace as sweet 

and eternal as its Giver. 
 

As the body must have food, exercise; and rest, so our spiritual life must have care. 
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Do Not Forget 

1. While the eyes of the righteous are fixed upon the heavenly priceless treasure, they will  become 

more and more like Christ, and thus they will be transformed and fitted for translation. - 
Testimonies, vol. 1, 353:2. 

 

2. John and his fellow disciples were in a school in which Christ was the teacher. Those who were 

ready to learn from their mistakes, and anxious to improve in character, had ample opportunity. 

John treasured every lesson, and his growth in the graces of meekness, humility, and love was 

remarkable.ðEG. White, Signs of the Times, Oct.16, 1884. 

 

3. By having a knowledge of ChristðHis words, His habits, and His lessons of instructionðwe 

instinctively borrow the virtues of the character we have so closely studied, and become imbued 

with the spirit which we have so much admired. - EG. White, Signs of the Times, Oct. 30, 1884. 

 

4. The true wrestler for victory has a real, living faith, which is implanted in his heart by the Holy 

Spirit, and it makes every difference in the world with his life and words and actions. He has an 

aim in life, a living purpose, which shapes the character. - EG. White, Signs of the Times, Oct. 12, 

1891. 

 

5. Character is revealed by circumstances. Emergencies bring out the true metal of character. - 
EG. White, Review and Herald, Sept. 17, 1895. 

 

6. God brings men over the ground again and again, increasing the pressure until perfect humility 

and a transformation of character bring them into harmony with Christ and the spirit of heaven, 

and they are victors over themselves.ðTestimonies, vol. 4, 86:2. 

 

7 It takes time to transform the human to the divine or to degrade those formed in the image of 

God to the brutal or the satanic. - Testimonies, vol. 2, 478:2. 

 
 

Texts to Remember 

 
John 3:3 

John 6:63 

2 Peter 1:5-7 

2 Peter 3:18 

 
 

Define or Identify 
 

"Milk of the Word" 

Progress 

Spiritual food 
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LESSON 28 - PRAYER 

And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be 

glorified in the Son. John 14:13. 
 

In order to commune with God, we must know something to say to Him 

concerning our actual life. 
 

Prayer is the opening of the heart to God as to a friend. Not that it is necessary 'in 

order to make known to God what we are, but in order to enable us to receive Him. 
Prayer does not bring God down to us, but brings us up to Him. Steps to Christ, 97:1, 2. 

 

Prayer unites us with  one another and with  God. Prayer brings Jesus to our side, and 

gives to the fainting, perplexed soul new strength to overcome the world, the flesh, 
and the devil. Prayer turns aside the attacks of Satan. --Christ's Object Lessons, 250:2. 

 

What Prayer Is 

1. What did Jesus say men ought always to do? Luke 18:1. 

 

2. Prayer is: 

a. The opening of the heart to God as to a friend.ðSteps to Christ, 97:2. 

b. The breath of the soul.ðGospel Workers, 254:4. 

c. The key in the hand of faith to unlock heaven's storehouse, where are treasured the boundless 

resources of Omnipotence. - Steps to Christ, 99:0. 

 

How to Obtain Answers to Prayer 

3. What did James say concerning the efficacy of prayer? James 5:16. 

Note that this is the prayer of a "righteous" man. 

 

4. What must we do before we can receive the full blessing of God? 

Matthew 7:7, 8; 21:22; 1 John 5:14, 15. 
 

5. How earnestly are we to seek God? Jeremiah 29:13. 

 

6. To whom should our prayers be addressed? Matthew 6: 6. 

 

7. In whose name should we pray? John 15:16; 16:26, 27; 

 

But to pray in the name of Jesus is to pray in the mind and spirit of Jesus, while we believe His 

promises, rely upon His grace, and work His works. - Steps to Christ, 105:1 

 

To pray in Christôs name means much. It means that we are to accept His character, manifest His 

spirit, and work His works.ðThe Desire of Ages, 668:2. 

 

8. In order for our p rayers to be answered, absolute faith is essential. Study the following 
texts carefully: Mark 11:24; Hebrews 11:6; James 1:5-7. 
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9. Name two other conditions to answered prayer. Mark 11:25, 26; 1 John 3:21, 22. 
 

Prayer connects us with the power of heaven so that we can gain the victory over sin. 

 

Prayers God Will Hear 

10. Whose prayer will God not hear? Psalm 66:18; Proverbs 28:9; James 4:1-3. 

If we cling to any known sin, the Lord will not hear us.ðSteps to Christ, 99:3. 

 

11. What prayer will always be heard? 

When we pray for earthly blessings, the answer to our prayer may be delayed, or God may give 

us something other than we ask, but not so when we ask for deliverance from sin. It is His will to 

cleanse us from sin, to make us His children, and to enable us to live a holy life.ðThe Desire of 

Ages, 266:2. 

 

12. In what parable did Christ illustrate the spirit of a true suppliant? Luke 18:9-14. 

The prayer of the publican was heard because it showed dependence reaching forth to lay hold 

upon Omnipotence. Self to the publican appeared nothing but shame. Thus it must be seen by all 

who seek God. By faithðfaith that renounces all self-trustðthe needy suppliant is to lay hold 

upon infinite power.ðChrist's Object Lessons, 159:2. 

 

13. Where can the Christian best find help? Matthew 6:5, 6. 

 

We should pray in the family circle; and above all we must not neglect secret prayer; for this is 

the life of the soul. Family or public prayer alone is not sufficient. - Steps to Christ, 102:2. 

 

The darkness of the evil one encloses those who neglect to pray. The whispered temptations of 

the enemy entice them to sin; and it is all because they do not make use of the privileges that God 

has given them in the divine appointment of prayer. Why should the sons and daughters of God 

be reluctant to pray, when prayer is the key in the hand of faith to unlock heaven's, storehouse, 

where are treasured the boundless resources of Omnipotence? - Steps to Christ, 98:2. 

 

14. What assurance did Jesus give that our prayers will be answered? Matthew 7:7-11. 
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15. How many times a day did David and Daniel pray? Psalm 55:17; Daniel 6:10. 

 

16. What does Paul admonish us to do? 1 Thessalonians 5:17. 

 

Prayer 

Christ commands, "Pray without ceasing;" that is, keep the mind uplifted to God, the source of all 

power and efficiency. -- Testimonies to Ministers, 511:0. 

 

The Lord's Prayer 

17. What request of Jesus' disciples expresses our wish for today? Luke 11:1. 

 

18. Study THE LORD'S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4) under the following 

headings, or divisions: 

a. To whom addressed? 

b. Praise and honour expressed. 

c. Requests. 

d. Conclusion. 

 

Do Not Forget 

1. The Holy Spirit indites all genuine prayer. His intercessions are according to the will of God, 

never contrary to His will. -- EG. White, Signs of the Times, Oct. 3, 1892. 

 

2. Now is the time for earnest wrestling with God. Our voices should join with the Saviour's in 

that wonderful prayer: "Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven." 

[Matthew 6:10.]-EG. White, Review and Herald, July 23, 1895. 

 

3. God is bending from His throne to hear the cry of the oppressed. To every sincere prayer He 

answers, "Here am I."-- The Desire of Ages, 356:3. 

 

4. In the affairs of daily life, in business transactions, and when brought into unexpected 

difficulties, we, too, may telegraph our silent petitions to the God of heaven, and receive aid. -EG 

White, Signs of the Times, May 29, 1884. 

 

5. The path of sincerity and integrity is not a path free from obstruction; but in every difficulty we 

are to see a call to prayer. - The Desire of Ages, 667:4. 

 

6. He man should search the Scriptures on bended knees; morning, noon, and night, prayer should 

ascend from secret places, and a continual prayer should arise from his heart that God will guide 

him into all truth. - EG. White, Signs of the Times, July 17, 1884. 

 

7. God does not always answer our prayers the first time we call upon Him; for should He do this, 

we might take for granted that we had a right to all the blessings and favours He bestowed upon 

us.ðEllen G. White, Review and Herald, June 9, 1891. 

 

8. When all known wrongs are righted, we may believe that God will answer our petitions.ðEG. 

White, Signs of the Times, Aug. 21, 1884. 

Texts to Remember 
Psalm 66:18; John 14:13; Hebrews 11:6; James 5:16 
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LESSON 29 - "THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD" - SUMMARY 

OF UNIT 4 

 
 

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ. Romans 5:1 

In His promises and warnings, Jesus means me. The experiences related in God's 

word are to be my experiences. Prayer and promise, precept and warning, are mine. 
The Desire of Ages, 390:5. 

 
 

Faith 
 

1. Point out the difference between faith and feeling. 

2. How does the grace of God come to the soul? 

3. From the material given in this lesson, formulate in your own words a good definition of faith. 

4. Explain the difference between belief and faith. 

5. What relationship exists between faith and works? 

6. Summarize the importance of faith in a Christian's life. 

 
 

Righteousness by Faith 

1. What does the law require of man? 

2. How only can we meet these requirements? 

3. Define righteousness. 

4. How has God made it possible for every human being to obey His commandments? 

5. Point out six characteristics of righteousness. 

6. Point out the difference between imputed and imparted righteousness. 

 
 

Sanctification 

1. Explain why we should have a clear understanding of what the Bible teaches regarding 

sanctification. 

2. Point out two Bible characters referred to in this lesson in whose lives was exemplified true 

sanctification. 

3. Name four agencies of sanctification. 

4. What is man's part in attaining sanctification? 

 
 

Christian Growth 

1. To what is the development of the Christian life compared? 

2. What must take place in us before we can become a partaker of Christ's life? 

3. State the essentials of Christian growth. 

4. In character building what graces are we to add to our faith? 

5. What is the Christian's spiritual exercise? 
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Prayer 

1. Name three conditions to answered prayer. 

2. Memorize three choice definitions of prayer and what it means to the Christian. 

3. What prayer will God always hear? 

4. What encloses those who neglect to pray? 

5. Is it possible for God to answer some of our prayers by saying "No"? 

Give reasons for your answer. 
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UNIT 5 ï MANôS DUTY TO GOD 

 

 
The will of God as it relates to moral conduct is comprehended in His law of 

Ten Commandments. These are great moral, unchangeable precepts, binding 

upon all men in every age. Exodus 20:1-17. 
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LESSON 30 - ORIGIN AND PURPOSE OF GOD'S LAW 

Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in His sight: for 

by the law is the knowledge of sin. Romans 3:20. 

With in the holy of holies, in the sanctuary in heaven, the divine law is sacredly 

enshrined,ðthe law that was spoken by God Himself amid the thunders of Sinai, and 

written with His own finger on the tables of stone. The law of God in the sanctuary 

in heaven is the great original, of which the precepts inscribed upon the tables of 
stone, and recorded by Moses in the Pentateuch, were an unerring transcript. -- The 

Great Controversy, 434:0, 1. 

 

Its Written Origin and Preservation 
 

1. By whom was the law of God given on Sinai? Exodus 20:1, 2; Deuteronomy 5:22; 

James 4:12. 

 

2. Did God the Father or God the Son give the law? Nehemiah 9:12, 13; 

1 Corinthians 10:1-4. 

 

Christ Himself had given both the moral and the ceremonial law. He did not come to destroy 

confidence in His own instruction. --The Desire of Ages, 307:2. 

 

When the law was spoken, the Lord stood by the side of His Son, enshrouded in the fire and the 

smoke on the mount. It was not here that the law was first given; but it was proclaimed, that the 

children of Israel, whose ideas had become confused in their association with idolaters in Egypt, 

might be reminded of its terms, and understand what constitutes the true worship of Jehovah. What 

condescension was this that the infinite God should stand side by side with His Son, while the 

law, which is the foundation of His government, was given. He would give His people an 

intelligent knowledge of His will.--EG. White, Signs of the Times, Oct. 15, 1896. 

 

3. On what were the divine precepts written? Deuteronomy 9:10, 11. 

 

4. When Moses returned to the foot of the mountain and found Israel worshiping the golden 

calf, what did he do with the stones on which was written God's law? Deuteronomy 9:17. 

 

To show his abhorrence of their crime, he threw down the tables of stone, and they were broken 

in the sight of all the people, thus signifying that as they had broken their covenant with God, so 

God had broken His covenant with them. -- Patriarchs and Prophets, 320:1. 

 

5. What instructions were then given to Moses, and what did God again do? 

Deuteronomy 10:1-4. 

 

6. Where, or in what, were these tables of stone kept for many centuries? 

Deuteronomy 10:5; 1 Kings 8:5-9. 

 

7. Where, at the present time, is the ark and the tables of stone containing the law? 
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Among the righteous still in Jerusalem, to whom had been made plain the divine purpose, were 

some who determined to place beyond the reach of ruthless hands the sacred ark containing the 

tables of stone on which had been traced the precepts of the Decalogue. This they did. With 

mourning and sadness they secreted the ark in a cave, where it was to be hidden from the people 

of Israel and Judah because of their sins, and was to be no more restored to them. That sacred ark 

is yet hidden. It has never been disturbed since it was secreted. -- Prophets and Kings, 453:2. 
 

 

When Moses saw the people worshiping the calf, he threw down the tables of stone. 

 
The Purpose of God's Law 

 
8. To what is the law compared? What does it reveal? James 1:22-25. 

 

9. What is the purpose of the law of God? Matthew 19:17; Romans 3:20; 7:10. 

 

God has given us His holy precepts, because He loves mankind. To shield us from the results of 

transgression He reveals the principles of righteousness. The law is an expression of the thought 

of God; when received in Christ, it becomes our thought. It lifts us above the power of natural 

desires and tendencies above temptations that lead to sin God made known to men the holiness of 

His character, that by contrast they might see the sinfulness of their own. 

The law was given to convict them of sin, and reveal their need of a Saviour. It would do this as 

its principles were applied to the heart by the Holy Spirit. This work it is still to do.ð 
The Desire of Ages, 308:1, 2. 

 

10. Why should we fear God and keep His commandments? Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14. 

 

11. What did James regard as the supreme standard of life? James 2:8, 9, 12. 
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12. Who will  be admitted into the Paradise of God and be permitted to eat of the tree of life? 

Matthew 7:21; Revelation 22:14. 

 

Ponder This 

 
1. God's law is the law of love. - Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 144:2. 

 

2. The conditions of eternal life, under grace, are just what they were in Eden,ðperfect 

righteousness, harmony with God, perfect conformity to the principles of His law. The standard 

of character presented in the Old Testament is the same that is presented in the New Testament. 

In every command or injunction that God gives, there is a promise, the most positive, underlying 

the command. - Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 116:2. 

 

3. The law shows us our sins, as a mirror shows us that our face is not clean. The mirror has no 

power to cleanse the face; that is not its office. So it is with the law. It points out our defects, and 

condemns us, but it has no power to save us. We must come to Christ for pardon.ðEG. White, 

Signs of the Times, Sept. 24, 1896. 

 

4. The atonement of Calvary vindicated the law of God as holy, just, and true, not only before the 

fallen world, but before Heaven and before worlds unfallen. Christ came to magnify the law and 

to make it honourable.ðEG. White, Signs of the Times, June 20, 1895. 

 

5. Instead of proclaiming the abolition of the law, Calvary's cross proclaims in thunder tones its 

immutable and eternal character. -- Ellen G. White, Signs of the Times, June 20, 1895. 

 

6. Righteousness can be defined only by God's great moral standard, the Ten Commandments. -- 

EG. White, Signs of the Times, June 20, 1895. 

 

 

Texts to Remember 
Deuteronomy 5:22 

Romans 3:20 

Revelation 22:14 

Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14 

1 John 3:4 

 

Define or Identify: 
Discern 

Mirror 

Standard 

Knowledge of sin 

Motive 

To judge 
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LESSON 31 - GOD'S ETERNAL LAW  

Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good. 

Romans 7:12 

The law was not spoken at this time exclusively for the benefit of the Hebrews. God 

honoured them by making them the guardians and keepers of His law, but it was to 

be held as a sacred trust for the whole world. The precepts of the Decalogue are 

adapted to all mankind, and they were given for the instruction and government of 

all. Ten precepts, brief, comprehensive, and authoritative, cover the duty of man to 

God and to his fellow man; and all based upon the great fundamental principle of 

love. ï Patriarchs and prophets, 305:2. 

 

Nature of God's Law 

1. What is the nature of God's law? Psalm 19:7-10; Romans 7:12, 14. 

 

The law of God, from its very nature, is unchangeable. It is a revelation of the will and the 

character of its Author. God is love, and His law is love. Its two great principles are love to God 

and love to man. "Love is the fulfilling of the law." Romans 13:10. The character of God is 

righteousness and truth; such is the nature of His law. Such a law, being an expression of the mind 

and will of God, must be as enduring as its Author. -- The Great Controversy, 467:1. 

 

2. God's law is like God and just as enduring. 

 

3. What made the law of God or the Ten Commandments so distinctive, so different from 
all the other laws of Israel? Deuteronomy 5:1-5, 22-26. 

 

a. God talked with them "face to face." Deuteronomy 5:4. 

b. God spoke "these words out of the midst of the fire, of the cloud, and of the thick darkness, 

with a great voice." Deuteronomy 5:22. 

c. God wrote the words which He spoke, on two tables of stone. Deuteronomy 5:22. 

d. Israel heard the voice of God. Deuteronomy 5:24, 26. 

 

4. How is it proved that God's law is eternal? 

 

a. "My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of My lips." Psalm 89:34. 

b. "Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness." Psalm 119:142. 

c. "All Thy commandments are righteousness." Psalm 119:172. 

 

God's commandments are righteousness, and His righteousness is everlasting; therefore the 

commandments are everlasting, or eternal. 

 

Divisions of the Law of God 

5. There were Ten Commandments. Deuteronomy 4:13. 

 

6. They were written by God on two tables of stone. Deuteronomy 4:13. 

 

7. What did Jesus say as to the number of commandments? Matthew 22:36-40. 
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8. How can the answer to question 7 be harmonized with Deuteronomy 4:13? 
 
 

 

Jesus did not come to abolish the law, but He came to magnify it and make it more beautiful 

 
9. What claim has Satan made regarding God's commandments? 

 

Satan had claimed that it was impossible for man to obey God's commandments; and in our own 

strength it is true that we cannot obey them. But Christ came in the form of humanity, and by His 

perfect obedience He proved that humanity and divinity combined can obey every one of God's 

precepts. - Christ Object Lessons, 314:3. 

 

10. What is the most eloquent sermon that can be preached on the law of God? 

 

The most eloquent sermon that can be preached upon the law of Ten Commandments is to do 

them. Obedience should be made a personal duty. - Testimonies, vol. 4, 58:2. 
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Ponder This 
 

1. The law of God is an expression of His very nature; it is an embodiment of the great principle 

of love, and hence is the foundation of His government in heaven and earth. - Steps to Christ, 65:2. 

 

2. Obedienceðthe service and allegiance of loveðis the true sign of discipleship. - Steps to Christ, 

65:2. 

 

3. That so-called faith in Christ which professes to release men from the obligation of obedience 

to God, is not faith, but presumption. - Steps to Christ, 66:2. 

 

4. Every jot and tittle of the law of God is a pledge of perfect rest and assurance in obedience. If 

you will  obey these commandments, you will  find, in every specification, a most precious promise. 

Take Jesus as your partner. Ask of Him help to keep God's law. He will  be to you a safeguard and 

counsellor, a guide that will never mislead. -- EG. White, Review and Herald, Jan. 26, 1897. 

 

5. God has given man a complete rule of life in His law. Obeyed, man shall live by it, through the 

merits of Christ. Transgressed, it has power to condemn. The law sends men to Christ, and Christ 

points them back to the law.ðEG. White, Signs of the Times, Sept. 4, 1884. 

 

 
 

Texts to Remember 
Psalm 19:7 

Psalm 111:7, 8 

Romans 7:12 

Psalm 89:34 

Matthew 22:36-40 

 

Define or Identify 
Alter 

Decalogue 

Immutable 

Law 

Transcript 
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LESSON 32 - JESUS AND THE COMMANDMENTS  

If ye keep My commandments, ye shall abide in My love; even as I have kept My 

Father's commandments, and abide in His love. John 15:10. 

God requires perfection of His children. His law is a transcript  of his own character, 

and it is the standard of all character. This infinite standard is presented to all that 

there may be no mistake in regard to the kind of people whom God will have to 

compose His kingdom. The life of Christ on earth was a perfect expression of God's 

law, and when those who claim to be children of God become Christlike  in character, 

they will be obedient to God's commandments. Then the Lord can trust them to be 

of the number who shall compose the family of heaven. Clothed in the glorious 

apparel of Christ's righteousness, they have a place at the King's feast. They have a 

right to join the blood-washed throng. -- Christ's Object Lessons, 315:1. 

 

Purpose and Power of Jesus' Life 

1. What did Jesus say of the purpose of His life? Luke 22:42; John 4:34; 5:30. 

 

2. How did Jesus relate Himself to the commandments? Matthew 5:17; John 15:10. 

 

3. According to prophecy, what was Jesus to do with the law? Isaiah 42:21. 

 

4. Notice how Jesus magnified the law: 

a. Murder. Matthew 5:21, 22. 
b. Adultery. Matthew 5:27, 28. 

 

His mission was to "magnify the law, and make it honourable." Isaiah 42:21. 

 

He was to show the spiritual nature of the law, to present its far-reaching principles, and to make 

plain its eternal obligation. -- Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 79:1. 

 

5. How did Jesus emphasize the necessity of obeying the commandments? Matthew 19:16-19. 

 

6. When Christ died on the cross, from what did He redeem us? Romans 8:3; Galatians 3:13. 

 

7. How did Jesus show that the law would not be done away with at the cross? 

Matthew 5:17-19. 
 

Speaking of the law, Jesus said, "I am come not to destroy but to fulfil." [Matthew 5:17] He here 

used the word "fulfilò in the same sense as when He declared to John the Baptist His purpose to 

"fulfi l all righteousness" (Matthew 3:15) ; that is, to fill up the measure of the law's requirement, 

to give an example of perfect conformity to the will  of God.ðThoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 

78:2. 

 

8. Interpret the meaning of the word "fulfil" as it is used in Matthew 5:17, 18 in the light of 

the following texts: 

a. Matthew 3:15. 
b. Romans 13:8-10. 

c. Galatians 6:2. 



109 

 

 

By His own obedience to the law, Christ testified to its immutable character, and proved that 

through His grace it  could be perfectly obeyed by every son and daughter of Adam. He does 

not teach that the law is ever to be abrogated, but He fixes the eye upon the utmost verge of 

man's horizon, and assures us that until  this point is reached, the law will  retain its authority, 

so that none may suppose it was His mission to abolish the precepts of the law. -- Thoughts 

From the Mount of Blessing, 79:3. 

 

The law reveals the attributes of God's character, and not a jot or tittle of it could be changed to 

meet man in his fallen condition. God did not change His law, but He sacrificed Himself, in Christ, 

for man's redemption. -- The Desire of Ages, 762:1. 

 

9. By His death, for what human weakness did Jesus make provision? Romans 8:3, 4. 
 

Jesus did not come to abolish the law, He magnified its teachings and made them live. 

 
10. What does faith in Christ do to the law? Romans 3:31. 

 

The death of Jesus Christ on the cross is the greatest argument that the law could not be done away 

with. Could the law have been abolished, there would have been no need of His meeting its penalty 

and tasting death for every man. I saw that it was impossible for God to alter or change His law, 

to save lost, perishing man; therefore He suffered His beloved Son to die for man's transgression. 

Early Writings, 152:1. 

 

The Test of Discipleship 

11. What is included in the "whole duty of man"? Ecclesiastes 12:13. 
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12. How do we demonstrate our love for Jesus? John 14:15. 

 

13. Of what is obedience a symbol? 1 John 2:3, 4; 5:2, 3. 

 

14. What is one of the characteristics by which the remnant church will be known? 

Revelation 12:17; 14:12. 

 

15. How can we harmonize faith in Jesus, the law, the gospel, and discipleship? 

2 John 5, 6, 9. 

 

16. We are saved: 

 

a. BY Christ. Acts 16:31. 

b. FROM sin. Matthew 1:21. 

c. FOR service. Matthew 20:28; 28:19, 20. 

d. TO obedience. 1 Samuel 15:22; Matthew 7:21. 

 
Ponder This 
1. Because the law of the Lord is perfect, and therefore changeless, it is impossible for sinful men, 

in themselves, to meet the standard of its requirement. This was why Jesus came as our Redeemer. 

When we forsake our sins, and receive Christ as our Saviour, the law is exalted. 
Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 80:1. 

 

2. Those principles that were made known to man in Paradise as the great law of life, will exist 

unchanged in Paradise restored. - Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 80:2. 

 

3. We must keep His commandments, even as He kept His Father's commandments. If  we do this, 

we shall find that there is not a precept of the law but that is for the good and happiness of mankind, 

both in this life, and in the future, immortal life.--EG. White, Signs of the Times, May 27, 1889. 
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4. The law was ordained unto life, and is an expression of the love of God to man. To despise it is 

to despise its Author; for it partakes of the perfection of the divine character. To the transgressor 

it becomes, not a savor of life unto life, but of death unto death. ï 
EG. White, Signs of the Times, July 24, 1884. 

 

5. Perfection of character is attainable by everyone who strives for it. This is made the very 

foundation of the new covenant of the gospel. The law of Jehovah is the tree; the gospel is the 

fragrant blossoms and fruit which it bears. - EG. White, Review and Herald, April 5, 1898. 

 

Texts to Remember 
Matthew 5:17-19 

John 15:10 

Matthew 19:17 

1 John 2:3, 4 
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LESSON 33 - THE FIRST AND SECOND COMMANDMENTS  

Thou shalt have no other gods before Me. Thou shalt not make unto thee any 

graven image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the 

earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: Thou shalt not bow down 

thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting 

the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of 

them that hate Me; And showing mercy unto thousands of them that love Me, and 

keep My commandments. Exodus 20:3-6. 

Jehovah, the eternal, self-existent, uncreated One, Himself the source and sustainer 

of all, is alone entitled to supreme reverence and worship. Man is forbidden to give 

to any other object the first  place in his affections or his service. Whatever we cherish 

that tends to lessen our love for God or to interfere with the service due Him, of that 

do we make a god. The second commandment forbids the worship of the true God by 

images or similitudes. Many heathen nations claimed that their images were mere 

figures or symbols by which the Deity was worshiped; but God has declared such 

worship to be sin. The attempt to represent the Eternal One by material objects 

would lower man's conception of God. The mind, turned away from the infinite 

perfection of Jehovah, would be attracted to the creature rather  than to the Creator. 

And as his conceptions of God were lowered, so would man become degraded. - 

Patriarchs and Prophets, 305:3 to 306:1. 

 

Idol Worship Early in History 
 

1. How early in the history of the world do we find men violating the first and second 
commandments? In the days of Noah, false worship had become fully developed. 

 

In the green fields, and under the shadow of the goodly trees, they set up the altars of their idols. 

Extensive groves, that retained their foliage throughout the year, were dedicated to the worship of 

false gods. With these groves were connected beautiful gardens, their long, winding avenues 

overhung with fruit-bearing trees of all descriptions, adorned with statuary, and furnished with all 

that could delight the senses or minister to the voluptuous desires of the people, and thus allure 

them to participate in the idolatrous worship.-- Patriarchs and Prophets, 91:1. 

 

2. What caused the men of Noah's time to reject his preaching? 

 

The men of that generation were not all, in the fullest acceptation of the term, idolaters. Many 

professed to be worshipers of God. They claimed that their idols were representations of the Deity, 

and that through them the people could obtain a clearer conception of the divine Being. This class 

were foremost in rejecting the preaching of Noah. As they endeavoured to represent God by 

material objects, their minds were blinded to His majesty and power; they ceased to realize the 

holiness of His character, or the sacred, unchanging nature of His requirements. Had the men of 

that generation obeyed the divine law, they would have recognized the voice of God in the warning 

of His servant; but their minds had become so blinded by rejection of light that they really believed 

Noah's message to be a delusion. --Patriarchs and Prophets, 95:3. 

 

3. From early times, what have been the objects of worship among the nations of earth? 

Deuteronomy 4:19; 17:3; 2 Kings 17:16; 21:3, last part. 
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4. Which of the heavenly bodies has been most widely worshiped? Ezekiel 8:16. 

The sun and moon were objects of worship to the Egyptians. -Patriarchs and Prophets, 272:1. 

Baal was the sun-god of Phoenicia. The Great Controversy, 583:1. 
 
 

The worship of images is a form of idolatry which the law of God does not sanction. 

 

Idolatry Was Israel's Downfall 

5. What was Israel's sin that caused her suppressions at the hands of her enemies? 

Judges 10:6. 

 

6. What finally led to Israel's captivity? 2 Kings 17:5-18. 

 

Other Kinds of Idols and Idolatry 

7. Note other forms of idolatry. Isaiah 2:8, 9, 20. 

 

8. Is it possible to receive help from an idol? 
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1 Kings 18:25-28; Psalm 115:4-8; Habakkuk 2:18, 19. 

 

9. Although a professed Christian may not worship idols of wood and stone, how may he at 
heart be an idolater? Ephesians 5:5. 

 

Though in a different form, idolatry exists in the Christian world today as verily as it existed 

among ancient Israel in the days of Elijah. The god of many professedly wise men, of 

philosophers, poets, politicians, journalists, the god of polished fashionable circles, of many 

colleges and universities, even of some theological institutions, is little better than Baal, the sun- 

god of Phoenicia. -The Great Controversy, 583:1. 

 

10. What part does such an "idolater" not have in the kingdom of heaven? 

Ephesians 5:5, last part. 

 

11. Point out other ways in which the first commandment may be broken. 

 

The parading of bows and ribbons, ruffles and feathers, and gold and silver ornaments is a species 

of idolatry and is wholly inappropriate for the sacred service of God, where the eye of every 

worshiper should be single to His glory. All  matters of dress should be strictly guarded, following 

closely the Bible rule. Fashion has been the goddess who has ruled the outside world, and she 

often insinuates herself into the church.--Testimonies, vol. 5, 499:2 (1948 ed., 499:1). 

 

12. Before the end of time, what will nearly all the world worship? Rev 13:3, 4, 8, 12, 15. 

 

God's Promises and Punishments 

13. What will God visit upon the children of those who break these commandments? 

Exodus 20:5. 

 

14. Does the God of heaven permit children to be punished for their parents' sins? 

Ezekiel 18:20. 
 

It is inevitable that children should suffer from the consequences of parental wrongdoing, but they 

are not punished for the parents' guilt, except as they participate in their sins. It is usually the case, 

however, that children walk in the steps of their parents. By inheritance and example the sons 

become partakers of the father's sin. Wrong tendencies, perverted appetites, and debased morals, 

as well as physical disease and degeneracy, are transmitted as a legacy from father to son, to the 

third and fourth generation. This fearful truth should have a solemn power to restrain men from 

following a course of sin.--Patriarchs and Prophets, 306:3. 

 

15. What is promised those who love God and keep His commandments? Exodus 20:6. 

 

And to those who are faithful in His service, mercy is promised, not merely to the third and fourth 

generation as is the wrath threatened against those who hate Him, but to thousands of 

generations.ðPatriarchs and Prophets, 306:4. 
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Ponder This 

1. We are confronted with a world in midnight darkness, almost wholly given over to idolatry. 

Testimonies, vol. 8, 42:1. 

 

2. It is as easy to make an idol, of cherished ideas or objects as to fashion gods of wood or stone. 
Testimonies, vol. 5, 173:4. 

 

3. If we love the things of the world and have pleasure in unrighteousness or fellowship with the 

unfruitful works of darkness we have put the stumbling block of our iniquity before our face and 

have set up idols in our heart. And unless by determined effort we put them away we shall never 

be acknowledged as the sons and daughters of God. -- Testimonies, vol. 5, 164:2. 

 

4. There are times when apostasy comes into the ranks, when piety is left out of the heart by those 

who should have kept step with their divine Leader. The people of God separate from the source 

of their strength, and pride, vanity, extravagance, and display follow. There are idols within and 

idols without; but God sends the Comforter as a reprover of sin, that His people may be warned 

of their apostasy and rebuked for their backsliding. When the more precious manifestations of His 

love shall be gratefully acknowledged and appreciated, the Lord will pour in the balm of comfort 

and the oil of joy.ðFundamentals of Christian Education, 197:1. 

 

5. Whatever shall draw away the heart from God must be given up. Mammon is the idol of many. 

The love of money, the desire for wealth, is the golden chain that binds them to Satan. Reputation 

and worldly honour are worshiped by another class. The life of selfish ease and freedom from 

responsibility is the idol of others. But these slavish bands must be broken.--Steps to Christ, 48:1. 

 

 

Texts to Remember 
 

Exodus 20:3-6 

Revelation 13:3, 4, 8, 12, 15 

2 Kings 17:5-18 

 

 

Define or Identify 

Idol 

Idolatry 

Image 

Similitude 
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LESSON 34 - THE THIRD COMMANDMENT  

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will not 

hold him guiltless that taketh His name in vain. Exodus 20:7. 

 

This commandment not only prohibits false oaths and common swearing, but it 

forbids us to use the name of God in a light  or careless manner, without  regard to its 

awful significance. By the thoughtless mention of God in common conversation, by 

appeals to Him in trivial matters, and by the frequent and thoughtless repetition of 

His name, we dishonour Him. "Holy and reverend is His name." Psalm 111:9. All 

should meditate upon His majesty, His purity and holiness, that the heart may be 

impressed with  a sense of His exalted character; and His holy name should be uttered 

with reverence and solemnity. -- Patriarchs and Prophets, 306:6. 

 

The Name of the Lord Thy God 
 

1. What two words are used in referring to God's name? Psalm 111:9. 

 

2. When God proclaimed His name to Moses, what words did He use? Exodus 34:5-7. 

 

Great significance was attached to the names given by Hebrew parents to their children. 

Often these stood for traits of character that the parent desired to see developed in the child. 
Prophets and Kings, 481:0. 

 

3. With what care should we use God's name? Exodus 20:7; Psalm 111:9. 

 

Some think it a mark of humility to pray to God in a common manner, as if talking with a human 

being. They profane His name by needlessly and irreverently mingling with their prayers the 

words, "God Almighty,"ðawful, sacred words, which should never pass the lips except in 

subdued tones and with a feeling of awe.-- Gospel Workers, 176:3. 

 

Oath Taking 
 

4. Does the third commandment forbid the taking of the judicial oath? 

 

The example of Jesus is worthy of our study. The high priest said to Jesus, "I adjure Thee by the 

living God, that Thou tell us whether Thou be the Christ, the Son of God." Matthew 26:63. 

 

Our Saviour did not forbid the use of the judicial oath, in which God is solemnly called to witness 

that what is said is truth, and nothing but the truth.ðThoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 104:0. 

 

5. Who, of all people, can consistently testify under the judicial  oath, "Do  you promise to tell 

the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God?" 

 

But if there is anyone who can consistently testify under oath, it is the Christian. He lives 

constantly as in the presence of God, knowing that every thought is open to the eyes of Him with 

whom we have to do; and when required to do so in a lawful manner, it is right for him to appeal 

to God as a witness that what he says is the truth, and nothing but the truth.ðThoughts From the 

Mount of Blessing, 104:2. 
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Profanity 
 

6. What is profanity? 

 

While the prohibition of profanity in speech, or cursing, is not the primary object of the third 

commandment, it is nevertheless included. What we speak of as common swearing has been called 

"the most gratuitous of all sins" because it is "not only sinful, but useless." It is silly, vulgar, and 

profane. The word "profane" is composed of two Latin words, pro, meaning "in front of," and 

Jane, meaning "the temple." It indicates irreverence for holy things. It is defying God, as it were, 

in the very vicinity of His holy temple. It is trampling reverence, the queen of virtues, underfoot. 

The door of God's holy temple, representing His presence, is closed in the face of the profane. 

Profanity is never a sign of intelligence. It is always most prevalent among the crude, uncultured, 

and illiterate. If it is intended as humour, it is humour of a very low order. If there is no God it is 

useless and worse than vanity, a sign of crass ignorance. Would anyone be so debased and 

irreverent as to profane the name of his mother, sister, wife, or sweetheart? What then should be 

our attitude toward the name of One who is as high aboveÅ us as the heavens are higher than the 

earth, One who is infinitely pure and holy?ðTaylor G. Bunch, The Ten Commandments, 67:2 to 68:1. 

 

7. What did Jesus say about swearing? Matthew 5:34-37. 

 

8. What instance from the Old Testament shows the serious nature of blasphemy and 
cursing? Leviticus 24:10-14. 

 

9. In what respect do the second and third commandments differ from the other eight? 

Exodus 20:4-7. 
 

The second and third commandments are the only two that contain a threat. Of the third it is said 

that the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh His name in vain. Many are inclined to look 

upon profanity as a small matter, but this awful threatening should convince them that the Lord 

considers vain worship as one of the worst of sins, one that will not go unpunished. 

 

10. How only can God's name be hallowed? 

 

God's name can be hallowed only by doing His will on earth as it is done in heaven, which is the 

evidence of heavenly citizenship.ðTaylor G. Bunch, The Ten Commandments, 75:4. 

 

11. How seriously did Jesus say we should speak? Matthew 5:33-37. 

 

Jesus proceeded to lay down a principle that would make oath taking needless. He teaches that the 

exact truth should be the law of speech. "Let your speech be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: and whatsoever 

is more than these is of the evil one." [Matthew 5:39, R.V.] These words condemn all those 

meaningless phrases and expletives that border on profanity. They condemn the deceptive 

compliments, the evasion of truth, the flattering phrases, the exaggerations, the misrepresentations 

in trade, that are current in society and in the business world. They teach that no one who tries to 

appear what he is not, or whose words do not convey the real sentiment of his heart, can be called 

truthful -Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 105:1, 2. 
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Ponder This 

1. "Holy and reverend is His name" (Psalm 111:9), the psalmist declares. Angels, when they speak 

that name, veil their faces. With what reverence, then, should we, who are fallen and sinful, take 

it upon our lips!ðGospel Workers, 178:3. 

 

2. To hallow the name of the Lord requires that the words in which we speak of the Supreme 

Being be uttered with reverence. We are never in any manner to treat lightly the titles or 

appellations of the Deity. In prayer we enter the audience chamber of the Most High; and we 

should come before Him with holy awe.ðThoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 157:1. 

 

3. In every act of life you are to make manifest the name of God. This petition calls upon you to 

possess His character. You cannot hallow His name, you cannot represent Him to the world, unless 

in life and character you represent the very life and character of God. This you can do only through 

the acceptance of the grace and righteousness of Christ.ðThoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 

158:1. 

 
 

Texts to Remember 
 

Exodus 20:7 

Psalm 111:9 

 
 

Define or Identify 

Blasphemy 

Repetition 

Take a name in vain 

Profanity 

Reverence 
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LESSON 35 - THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT  

 
Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labour, and do all 

thy work: But the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt 

not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy 

maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: For in six 

days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested 

the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it. 

Exodus 20:8-11. 

The Sabbath is not introduced as a new institution but as having been founded at 

creation. It  is to be remembered and observed as the memorial of the Creator's work. 

Pointing to God as the Maker of the heavens and the earth, it distinguishes the true 

God from all false gods. All who keep the seventh day, signify by this act that they 

are worshipers of Jehovah. God has given men six days wherein to labour, and He 

requires that their own work be done in the six working days. Acts of necessity and 

mercy are permitted on the Sabbath, the sick and suffering are at all times to be cared 

for; but unnecessary labour is to be strictly avoided. Those who discuss business 

matters or lay plans on the Sabbath, are regarded by God as though engaged in the 

actual transaction of business. To keep the Sabbath holy, we should not even allow 

our minds to dwell upon things of a worldly character. Patriarchs and Prophets, 307:2, 3. 

 

Why a Sabbath 

1. Why did God make "His wonderful works"? Psalm 111:4. 

 

2. What institution is especially designed to help man remember creation? 

Exodus 20:8-11; 31:16, 17. 
 

Had the Sabbath been universally kept, man's thoughts and affections would have been led to the 

Creator as the object of reverence and worship, and there would never have been an idolater, an 

atheist, or an infidel.ðThe Great Controversy, 438:0. 

 

3. For whose benefit was the Sabbath 
made? Mark 2:27, 28. 

 

God reserved the seventh day as a period of 

rest for man, for the good of man as well as 

for His own glory. He saw that the wants of 

man required a day of rest from toil and care, 

that his health and life would be endangered 

without a period of relaxation from the labour 

and anxiety of the six days.ðTestimonies, vol. 

1, 532:1. 

 

 

One of the best ways to remember the Sabbath 

is to worship God in His sanctuary. 
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4. Show that the Sabbath was kept before the law was spoken from Sinai: 

 

a. It was sanctifiedðset apart for a holy useðat the time of creation. Gen 2:1-3. 

 

b. Abraham obeyed Godôs commandments. Genesis 26:5. 

 

c. The Sabbath was kept by Israel in the wilderness before reaching Sinai. Exodus 16. 

 

d. God said, "Remember the Sabbath day." Exodus 20:8. 

 

The Sabbath was binding in Eden, and it has been in force ever since. This fourth commandment 

begins with the word "remember," showing that the Sabbath already existed when God wrote this 

law on tables of stone at Sinai. How can men claim that this commandment has been done away 

with when they will admit that the other nine are binding?ðDwight L. Moody, Weighed and 

Wanting, 47:1. 

The Fourth commandment tells who the Creator is and how we are to give Him honour 

 

The New Testament Sabbath 

5. What is said of Jesus' custom on the Sabbath? Luke 4:16. 

 

6. What day of the week was kept as the Sabbath by the disciples of Jesus at the time of the 
crucifixion? Luke 23:54 to 24:1. 

 
7. What indication is there that Jesus expected, His disciples to keep the Sabbath even after 
the crucifixion? Matthew.24: 20. 
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8. Notice Paul's habits on the Sabbath: 

 

a. At Antioch of Pisidia even when speaking to Gentiles. Acts 13:14, 42, 44. 

b. At Philippi. Acts 16:12, 13. 

c. At Thessalonica "Paul, as his manner was." Acts 17:2. 

d. At Corinth "every Sabbath" for eighteen months. Acts 18:3, 4, 11. 

 

9. On what day does John, in the Revelation, indicate that he received that great prophetic 
out-line of last-day events? Revelation 1:10. 

 

10. What day is the only one that God has claimed as "the Lord's day"? 

Exodus 20:8-11; Isaiah 58:13, 14; Mark 2:27, 28. 

 

How to Keep the Sabbath 

11. What marks the beginning and ending of the Sabbath? Leviticus 23:32. 

 

12. How do we know what is meant by "even"? Deuteronomy 16:6; Mark 1:32. 

 

13. What Biblical evidence do we have that God intends that there shall be an assembly for 
worship on the Sabbath? Leviticus 23:3; Hebrews 10:25. 

 

A convocation is an assembly or meeting of people 

14. When are we to prepare for the Sabbath? Exodus 16:5; Luke 23:54, 56. 

 

15. Spirit of prophecy counsel for proper Sabbath observance: 

 

a. "On Friday let the preparation for the Sabbath be completed."ð Testimonies, vol. 6, 355:3. 

b. "Before the setting of the sun let the members of the family assemble to read God's word, to 

sing and pray."ðTestimonies, vol. 6, 356:5. 

c. "Let not the precious hours of the Sabbath be wasted in bed."ð Testimonies, vol. 6, 357:1. 

d. Guard your conversation. - Testimonies, vol. 2, 703:2. 

e. Attend worship services of the church. - Testimonies, vol. 6, 360:2 to 368:3. 

f. Take nature hikes to make its hours pleasant for children. - Testimonies, vol. 6, 358:2; Testimonies 

to Ministers, 137:1. 

g. Close with song and prayer. - Testimonies, vol. 6, 359:2 (1948 ed., 359:1). 

 

16. How can we know that Saturday in these modern times is the identical Sabbath God 

blessed at the creation week in the beginning? 

 

a. It was identified by Jesus. Luke 4:16. 

b. It was identified as "the Sabbath day according to the commandment" at the time of the 

crucifixion and resurrection. Luke 23:56. 

c. It is identified by the Jewish calendar, and it was observed then and is today. 

d. It is identified by Christian practice of Sunday-keeping today. 

 

17. In the new earth what will be the special day for worship? Isaiah 66:23. 

 

Great blessings are enfolded in the observance of the Sabbath, and God desires that the Sabbath 

day shall be to us a day of joy.ðTestimonies, vol. 6, 349:1. 
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To those who reverence His holy day the Sabbath is a sign that God recognizes them as His chosen 

people. It is a pledge that He will fulfil to them His covenant. Every soul who accepts the sign of 

God's government places himself under the divine, everlasting covenant. He fastens himself to the 

golden chain of obedience, every link of which is a promise. -- Testimonies, vol. 6,350: 2. 

 
 

Ponder This 

1. Both by precept and example the Saviour taught the sacred obligations of the Sabbath 

commandment. Throughout His ministry upon earth no small share of His teaching was directed 

toward instructing men as to what was lawful to do upon the Sabbath day.ðEG. White, Signs of 

the Times, Nov. 12, 1894. 

 

2. God requires them [all] to come into harmony with His law, and to observe the Sabbath of His 

appointing. The time has come when the glory of the Lord is to fill  the earth, and when the whole 

earth shall be lightened with His glory.ðEG. White, Signs of the Times, Nov. 19, 1894. 

 

3. They excuse themselves by saying: "The Sabbath was given for a day of rest. I will  not deprive 

myself of rest to attend meeting, for I need rest." Such make a wrong use of the sanctified day. 

They should, upon that day especially, interest their families in its observance and assemble at the 

house of prayer with the few or with the many, as the case may be. They should devote their time 

and energies to spiritual exercises, that the divine influence resting upon the Sabbath may attend 

them through the week. Of all the days in the week, none are so favourable for devotional thoughts 

and feelings as the Sabbath.ðTestimonies, vol. 2, 704:2. 

 

4. I would prefer to eat bread and water only, rather than to run any risk of breaking the fourth 

commandment. All needful preparation for the Sabbath should be made on Friday. On Sabbath 

morning, if the weather is cool, let hot gruel be provided. Further than this, all cooking should be 

avoided as a violation of the Sabbath.ðEG. White, Review and Herald, May 8, 1883. 

 

 
 

Texts to Remember 

 
Exodus 20:8-11 

Isaiah 66:23 

Exodus 31:16, 17 
Mark 2:27, 28 

 

Define or Identify: 

Atheist, 

Memorial 

"Even to even" 

"Rememberð" 

Evolutionary theory 

"Think not your own thoughts" 
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LESSON 36 - THE SEAL OF GOD 

Verily My Sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign between Me and you throughout 

your generations; that ye may know that I am the Lord that doth sanctify you. 

Exodus 31:13. 

Had the Sabbath been universally kept man's thoughts and affections would have 

been led, to the Creator as the object of reverence and worship, and there would 

never have been an idolater, an, atheist, or an infidel. The keeping of the Sabbath is 

a sign of loyalty to the true God, "Him  that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and 

the fountains of waters." [Revelation 14:7.] --The Great Controversy, 438:0. 

 

A Seal and Its Use 
 

1. What is a seal? 

 

A seal is defined to be an instrument of sealing, that which "is used by individuals, corporate 

bodies, and states, for making impressions on wax, upon instruments of writing, as an evidence of 

their authenticity." The original word in this text is defined, "A seal, i.e., a signet ring; a mark, 

stamp, badge; a token, a pledge." The verb signifies: "To secure to anyone, to make sure; to set a 

seal or mark upon anything in token of its being genuine or approved; to attest, to confirm, to 

establish, to distinguish by a mark."ðUriah Smith, The Prophecies of Daniel and the Revelation, 454:5. 

 

2. What other words are used synonymously with seal? 

By comparing Ezekiel 9:4 with Revelation 7:3 it will be found that the words "seal" and "mark" 

are used in the Bible as synonymous terms. 

God's seal will never be placed upon any person who deliberately disobeys God's law. 
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3. Explain the use of a seal. 

 

A seal is used to render valid or authentic any enactments or laws that a person or power may 

promulgateé 

 

The Seal of God 

A seal is used in connection with some law or enactment that demands obedience, or upon 

documents that are to be made legal, or subject to the provisions of law. The idea of law is 

inseparable from a seal. -- Uriah Smith, The Prophecies of Daniel and the Revelation, 455:1, 2. 

 

4. Note the use of the seal in Old Testament times.   1 Kings 21:8; Esther 8:8. 

 

5. What three things are found on a seal? 

 

The name or descriptive title of the person or power using the seal, the territory covered and 

the right to rule. 

 

6. What is to be done with the law? Isaiah 8:16. 

 

7. Which commandment alone of the Decalogue reveals the name, authority, and dominion 
of the Author of this law? Exodus 20:8-11. 

 

The seal of God is that part of His law which contains His name, or descriptive title, showing who 

He is, the extent of His dominion, and His right to rule.ðUriah Smith, The Prophecies of Daniel and 

the Revelation, 456:5. 

 

8. What is the Sabbath between God and His people? Exodus 31:16, 17. 

 

9. Of what two things is the Sabbath a sign? Exodus 31:13; Ezekiel 20:20. 

 

The Sabbath is the sign of God's creative power, whether manifested in creation or redemption; 

for redemption is creationðre-creation. It requires the same power to redeem that it does to create. 

"Create in me a clean heart." Psalm 51:10. "We are created in Christ Jesus unto good works." 

Ephesians 2:10. God designs that each Sabbath shall call Him to mind as the One who created us, 

and whose grace and sanctifying power are working in us to fit us for His eternal kingdom. 

Bible Readings for the Home, 442. 

 

A Special Sealing Work Predicted 
 

10. What message does an angel bear before the close of probation? 

Revelation 7:1-4. (Compare Ezekiel 9:1-6.) 

 

11. Where are these 144,000 seen a little  later, and what do they bear in their  foreheads? 

Revelation 14:1. 
 

12. What is said of their character? Revelation 14:12. 

 

As the Sabbath was the sign that distinguished Israel when they came out of Egypt to enter the 

earthly Canaan, so it is the sign that now distinguishes God's people as they come out from the 

world to enter the heavenly rest. The Sabbath is a sign of the relationship existing between God 
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and His people, a sign that they honour His law. It distinguishes between His loyal subjects and 

transgressors.- Testimonies, vol. 6, 349:1, 3. 

 

Ponder This 

1. The face of Christ revealed innocence, serenity, benevolence, ðthe image of God. But His 

accusers would not give heed to the signet of heaven.--The Desire of Ages, 754:1. 

 

2. Christ is sitting for His portrait in every disciple. Everyone God has predestinated to be 

"conformed to the image of His Son." Romans 8:29. In everyone Christ's long-suffering love, His 

holiness, meekness, mercy, and truth are to be manifested to the world. ð The Desire of Ages, 

827:0. 

 

3. The faces of men and women who walk and work with God express the peace of heaven. For 

these souls the kingdom of God has begun. They have Christ's joy, the joy of being a blessing to 

humanity.ðThe Desire of Ages, 312:2. 

 

4. As the word of God is meditated upon and practiced, the whole man will be ennobled. In 

righteous and merciful dealing, the hands will  reveal, as a signet, the principles of God's law. They 

will be kept clean from bribes, and from all that is corrupt and deceptive. They will be active in 

works of love and compassion. The eyes, directed toward a noble purpose, will be clear and true. 

The expressive countenance, the speaking eye, will testify to the blameless character of him who 

loves and honours the word of God. ð The Desire of Ages, 612:3. 

 

5. Those who love God have the seal of God in their foreheads, and work the works of God. Would 

that all who profess Christianity knew what it means to love God practically.ðEG. White, Youth's 

Instructor, July 26, 1894. 

 

 

 

Texts to Remember 

Exodus 31:13 

Revelation 14:1 

Revelation 7:1-4 

Revelation 14:12 

 
 

Define or Identify 

Authorize 

Mark 

Sign 
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LESSON 37 - SUNDAY IN THE NEW TESTAMENT  

In the early part of the fourth century, the emperor Constantine issued a decree making 

Sunday a public festival throughout the Roman Empire. The day of the sun was reverenced 

by his pagan subjects, and was honoured by Christians; it  was the emperor's policy to unite 

the conflicting interests of heathenism and Christianity.  He was urged to do this by the bishops 

of the church, who, inspired by ambition and thirst for power, perceived that if the same day was 

observed by both Christians and heathen, it would promote the nominal acceptance of Christianity 

by pagans, and thus advance the power and glory of the church. But while many God-fearing 

Chr istians were gradually led to regard Sunday as possessing a degree of sacredness, they 

still  held the true Sabbath as the holy of the Lord,  and observed it  in obedience to the fourth 

commandment. The arch deceiver had not completed his work. He was resolved to gather 

the Christian world under his banner, and to exercise his power through his vicegerent, the 

proud pontiff who claimed to be the representative of Christ. Through half-converted 

pagans, ambitious prelates, and world -loving churchmen, he accomplished his purpose. Vast 

councils were held from time to time, in which the dignitaries of the church were convened from 

all the world. In nearly every council the Sabbath which God had instituted was pressed down a 

little lower, while the Sunday was correspondingly exalted. Thus the pagan festival came finally 

to be honoured as a divine institution, while the Bible Sabbath was pronounced a relic of 

Judaism, and its observers were declared to be accursed. 

The great apostate had succeeded in exalting himself " above all that is called God, or that is 
worshiped." 2 Thessalonians 2:4. 

He had dared to change the only precept of the divine law that unmistakably points all mankind 

to the true and living God. In the fourth commandment, God is revealed as the Creator of the 

heavens and the earth, and is thereby distinguished from all false gods. It was as a memorial of 

the work of creation that the seventh day was sanctified as a rest day for man. It was designed to 

keep the living God ever before the minds of men as the source of being and the object of reverence 

and worship. Satan strives to turn men from their allegiance to God, and from rendering obedience 

to His law; therefore he directs his efforts especially against that commandment which points to 

God as the Creator. 

Protestants now urge that the resurrection of Christ on Sunday made it the Christian Sabbath. But 

Scripture evidence is lacking. No such honour was given to the day by Christ or His apostles. 

The observance of Sunday as a Christian institution had its origin in that "mystery of lawlessness" 

(2 Thessalonians 2:7, R.V.) which, even in Paul's day, had begun its work. 

 

Where and when did the Lord adopt this child of the papacy? 

What valid reason can be given for a change which the Scriptures do not sanction? 
The Great Controversy, 53:1 to 54:1. 

 
1. How many times is the phrase "the first day of the week" found in the New Testament? 

 

The phrase ñthe first day of the weekò is found eight times in the New Testament: 

Matthew 28:1; Mark 16:2; Mark 16:9; Luke 24:1; John 20:1; John 20:19; Acts 20:7; 

1 Corinthians 16:2 

 

While the word Sunday is not found in the Scriptures, it is the first day of the week. Therefore the 

references to the first day of the week refer to Sunday. 

 

2. To what particular day in Christ's life do the first six of these eight texts refer? 

The first six of the preceding texts refer to the day of His resurrection. 



127 

 

 

 
We cannot follow the majority of the world in keeping a day which God has not blessed 

 
3. Observations on these resurrection-day texts: 

 

a. No indication of special sanctity or holiness is attached to this first day of the week. 

b. Christ made no statement that any special significance should be attached to the day. 

c. Matthew, Mark, and Luke make it plain that the Sabbath had ended before the disciples came 

to the tomb on the first day of the week. 

d. John also makes it plain that Jesus' body was taken down from the cross on the day before the 

Sabbath. John 19:31, 42. 

 

4. How much importance is attached to the event of the resurrection by Paul? 

1 Corinthians 15:12-20. 
 

a. "If there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen." Verse 13. 

b. "If Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain." Verse 14. 

c. "If Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins." Verse 17. 

d. If Christ be not raised, "they which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished." Verse 18. 

e. "Now is Christ risen, and become the first fruits of them that slept." Verse 20. 

 

5. While the resurrection of Jesus, as an event, is of supreme importance, what evidence is 

there that the day of the resurrection was to be considered a day of worship or a day of rest? 

No mention is made of any such sanctity being given to, or placed on, this day. 
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6. Does the divinely inspired record of Jesus' life and teaching contain any statement, direct 

or implied, that the Sabbath was to be changed from the seventh day to the first day? 

On the contrary, Jesus told His disciples that in the light of the coming destruction of Jerusalem 

they were to pray that their "flight be not in the winter, neither on the Sabbath day." 

Matthew 24:20. 

 

Thus for thirty -nine years the disciples were still praying that they be not required to 

desecrate their Sabbath dayðthe seventh day of the week. 

 

7. Do the apostles in their  writings teach that there was to be a change in the day of worship 

from Sabbath to Sunday, the first day of the week? 

There is no such teaching. 
 

8. What did Jesus command His followers to teach all nations? Matthew 28:19, 20. 

 

9. What significance is there to the breaking of bread mentioned in Acts 20:7? 

 

The breaking of bread did not imply a religious gathering, or a holyday. Acts 2:46 says that they 

did this "daily," therefore there would be no special significance to this particular breaking of 

bread. And this breaking of bread occurred during the dark part of that "first day of the week." 

Acts 20:7-11. This was Saturday night according to our reckoning, but to these people that night 

was the forepart of the "first day of the week." Certainly no one argues that this makes Saturday 

night sacred time. 

 

10. What about the laying by in store on "the first day of the week" in 1 Corinthians 16:2? 

 

"The collection for the saints" was an offering that Paul wished to take from the Gentile churches 

to the poor at Jerusalem. In this verse, Paul is simply asking the believers to "lay by in store, as 

God hath prospered, that there be no gatherings when I come." 1 Corinthians 16:2. 

 

Each Sunday morning, as Christian believers calculated the profit or loss of the previous week's 

work, they were to lay aside the part they wished to send to the "saints." This was an act to be 

done in the accounting room rather than in the church. Therefore no meeting, or sanctity of any 

day, is even implied in this text. 

 

Ponder This 

1) The first public measure enforcing Sunday observance was the law enacted by Constantine..., 

this edict required townspeople to rest on "the venerable day of the sun,ò but permitted countrymen 

to continue their agricultural pursuits. Though virtually a heathen statute, it was enforced by the 

emperor after his nominal acceptance of Christianity.ðThe Great Controversy, 574:1. 

 

2. The royal mandate not proving a sufficient substitute for divine authority, Eusebius, a bishop 

who sought the favour of princes, and who was the special friend and flatterer of Constantine, 

advanced the claim that Christ had transferred the Sabbath to Sunday. Not a single testimony of 

the Scriptures was produced in proof of the new doctrine. Eusebius himself unwittingly 

acknowledges its falsity, and points to the real authors of the change. "All things," he says, 

"whatever that it was duty to do on the Sabbath, these we have transferred to the Lord's Day."ð 
R. Cox, Sabbath Laws and Sabbath Duties, 1853 ed., p. 538. (The Great Controversy, 574:2.) 

 

3. As the papacy became firmly established, the work of Sunday exaltation was continued. For a 

time the people engaged in agricultural labour when not attending church, and the seventh day 
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was still regarded as the Sabbath. But steadily a change was effected. Those in holy office were 

forbidden to pass judgment in any civil controversy on the Sunday. Soon after, all persons, of 

whatever rank, were commanded to refrain from common labour, on pain of a fine for freemen, 

and stripes in the case of servants. 

 

Later it was decreed that rich men should be punished with the loss of half of their estates; 

and finally, that if still obstinate they should be made slaves. The lower classes were to suffer 

perpetual banishment.ðThe Great Controversy, 574:3. 

 

4. The absence of Scriptural authority for Sunday keeping occasioned no little embarrassment. 

The people questioned the right of their teachers to set aside the positive declaration of Jehovah, 

"The seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God" [Exodus 20:101, in order to honour the day 

of the sun. To supply the lack of Bible testimony, other expedients were necessary. A zealous 

advocate of Sunday, who about the close of the twelfth century visited the churches of England, 

was resisted by faithful witnesses for the truth; and so fruitless were his efforts that he departed 

from the country for a season, and cast about him for some means to enforce his teachings. When 

he returned, the lack was supplied, and in his after labours he met with greater success. He brought 

with him a roll purporting to be from God Himself, which contained the needed command for 

Sunday observance, with awful threats to terrify the disobedient. This precious documentðas base 

a counterfeit as the institution it supportedðwas said to have fallen from heaven, and to have been 

found in Jerusalem, upon the altar of St. Simeon, in Golgotha. But in fact, the pontifical palace at 

Rome was the source whence it proceeded. Frauds and forgeries to advance the power and 

prosperity of the church have in all ages been esteemed lawful by the papal hierarchy.ðThe Great 

Controversy, 576:1. 

 

5. In the sixteenth century a papal council plainly declared: "Let all Christians remember that the 

seventh day was consecrated by God, and hath been received and observed, not only by the Jews, 

but by all others who pretend to worship God; though we Christians have changed their Sabbath 

into the Lord's Day."ðMorer, Dialogues on the Lord's Day, pp. 281, 282. 

 

Those who were tampering with the divine law were not ignorant of the character of their work. 

They were deliberately setting themselves above God.ðThe Great Controversy, 577:2. 

 
 

Texts to Remember 

Matthew 24:20 

Luke 24:1 

Acts 20:7 

Matthew 28:1 

John 20:1, 19 

1 Corinthians 16:2 

Mark 16:2, 9 

 
 

Define or Identify 

"Daily breaking bread" 

"For fear of the Jews" 

Sunday 
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LESSON 38 - MAN'S DUTY TO GOD - SUMMARY OF UNIT 5  

 
And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 

with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy 

neighbour as thyself. Luke 10:27. 

The law given upon Sinai was the enunciation of the principle of love, a revelation to 

earth of the law of heaven. It was ordained in the hand of a Mediator,ðspoken by 

Him through whose power the hearts of men could be brought into harmony with  its 

principles. God had revealed the purpose of the law when He declared to Israel, "Ye 

shall be holy men unto Me." Exodus 22:31 ðThoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 75:4. 

 

Origin and Purpose of God's Law 

1. Who wrote and spoke the Ten Commandment law on Sinai? 

2. Prove the law to be "Christian." 

3. Where were the tables of the law kept? How does this prove their exalted nature? 

4. Name several purposes of the law of God. 

 

God's Eternal Law 

1. Name the characteristics of God which are also the characteristics of God's law. Show that one 

is as eternal as the other. 

2. Which part of the Bible did God alone write? Why? 

3. Into what two divisions is the law divided? 

 

Jesus and the Commandments 

1. Name several ways in which Christ magnified the law. 

2. Explain "I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil."  

3. What does faith in Christ do to the law? 

4. What is the test of discipleship? 

Obedience is the test of discipleship.ðThoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 210:1. 

 

First and Second Commandments 

1. When does an object become to us a god? 

2. Explain why we cannot use images as symbols of God and in this way worship God. 

3. Name some objects which have been used extensively as objects of worship in past and current 

history. 

 

The Third Commandment 

1. List some items involved in violation of the third commandment besides the Lord's name. 

2. Enumerate several of the Lord's "names." 

3. What is a judicial oath? 

4. How do the second and third commandments differ from the other eight? 
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The Fourth Commandment 

1. How may the Sabbath be considered the birthday of the world? 

Explain why it cannot be changed? 

2. List several ways we may know the Sabbath was kept before Sinai. 

3. Prove the seventh-day Sabbath was the Sabbath after Christ's resurrection. 

4. Enumerate the purposes of the Sabbath. 

5. How is the Sabbath to be kept? 

6. Can you be sure the Saturday of our calendars is the day God blessed originally? How? 

 

The Seal of God 

1. It is impossible for an evolutionist or an atheist to keep the seventh-day Sabbath. Explain. 

2. Define the word "seal." 

3. Give a synonym of the word "seal." 

4. What three things are found in a seal? Locate these three things in the Sabbath commandment. 

5. Of what two things is the Sabbath a sign? 

6. What is the relationship between the sealing work and the remnant church? 

 

Sunday in the New Testament 

1. Who is credited in history with issuing the first Sunday law? 

2. To whom does 2 Thessalonians 2:2-4 refer? 

3. With whom did Sunday as a day of worship originate? 

4. How many times is "the first day of the week" mentioned in the New Testament? 

5. Show that the key texts of this lesson produce no evidence of Sunday sacredness. 
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UNIT 6 - MAN'S DUTY TO MAN  

 

 
The will  of God as it  relates to moral conduct is comprehended in His 

law of Ten Commandments. These are great moral, unchangeable 

precepts, binding upon all men in every age. Exodus 20:1-17. 
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LESSON 39 -THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT  

Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which 

the Lord thy God giveth thee. Exodus 20:12. 

Parents are entitled to a degree of love and respect which is due to no other person. 

God Himself, who has placed upon them a responsibility for the souls committed to 

their charge, has ordained that during the earlier years of life, parents shall stand in 

the place of God to their children. And he who rejects the rightful authority of his 

parents, is rejecting the authority of God. The fifth commandment requires children 

not only to yield respect, submission, and obedience to their parents, but also to give 

them love and tenderness, to lighten their cares, to guard their reputation, and to 

succor and comfort them in old age. It also enjoins respect for ministers and rulers, 

and for all others to whom God has delegated authority.ðPatriarchs and Prophets, 308:2. 

 

The Responsibility of Children 
 

1. What words did God speak from Sinai concerning children and their parents? 

Exodus 20:12. 

 

2. What is a son to do with the instruction of his father and what is he not to do regarding 
the law of his mother? Proverbs 1:8. 

 

3. How much does obedience to parents include? 

Ephesians 6:1; Colossians 3:20. 
 

Children who dishonour and disobey their parents, and disregard their advice and instructions, can 

have no part in the earth made new The purified new earth will be no place for the rebellious, the 

disobedient, the ungrateful, son or daughter. Unless such learn obedience and submission here, 

they will never learn it; the peace of the ransomed will not be marred by disobedient, unruly, un- 

submissive children.ðTestimonies, vol. 1, 497:2. 

 

4. Under what circumstances could a child rightfully refuse to obey a parent? 

 

As in every other case of obedience to those in positions of responsibility, (only when the 

obedience required conflicts with God's commands is one at liberty to refuse to obey) 

 

a. Case of Saul and Jonathan. 1 Samuel 19:1-3. 

b. The apostles and the Jewish rulers. Acts 4:19; 5:29. 

c. Paul says: "Obey your parents in the Lord." Ephesians 6:1. 

 

5. What distinction does the fifth commandment have? Ephesians 6:2, 3. 

 

This is the first commandment with promise. It is binding upon childhood and youth, upon the 

middle-aged and the aged. There is no period in life when children are excused from honouring 

their parents. This solemn obligation is binding upon every son and daughter, and is one of the 

conditions to their prolonging their lives upon the land which the Lord will give the faithful.ð 
Testimonies, vol. 2, 80:1. 

 

6. Does God assure a son or a daughter salvation if his parents have lived godly lives? 

Ezekiel 14:13-20. 
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Notwithstanding all the anxiety and faithfulness of parents in behalf of their children, they alone 

cannot save them. There is a work for the children to do. Every child has an individual case to 

attend to. Messages to Young People, 338:1. 

 

7. What should be one of the principal studies of children? 

 

Children who are Christians will prefer the love and approbation of their God-fearing parents 

above every earthly blessing. It should be one of the principal studies of their lives how to make 

their parents happy. ð Messages to Young People, 335:3. 

 

8. The example of Jesus in the home. Luke 2:51. 

 

Jesus is our example. There are many who dwell with interest upon the period of His public 

ministry, while they pass unnoticed the teaching of His early years. But it is in His home life that 

He is the pattern for all children and youth.ðThe Desire of Ages, 74:4. 

 

9. In what list of conditions does Paul place disobedience to parents? 2 Timothy 3:1-5. 

 

10. Whom should we honour? 

 

a. God. Proverbs 3: 9; 1 Timothy 1:17. 

b. Jesus. John 5:23. 

c. The higher powers. Romans 13:1-6; 1 Peter 2:13. 

d. The king. 1 Peter 2:17. 

e. Old men. Leviticus 19:32. 

f. Widows. 1 Timothy 5:3. 

g. All. 1 Peter 2:17. 

 

Ponder This 

1. The want of respect for the counsel of a godly parent is one of the marked sins of this degenerate 

age. By despising the counsel of a God-fearing mother, who would willingly give her life for her 

children, you are transgressing the fifth commandment. ð Testimonies, vol. 5, 125:1. 

 

2. Childrenéleft to have their own way are not happy; and where parental authority is lightly 
regarded, the-authority of God will not be respected.ðTestimonies, vol. 5, 305:1. 

 

3. Parents and children alike belong to God to be ruled by Him. God's word has given us rules for 

our guidance God's will must be paramount. Neither parent nor child can truly prosper in any 

course excepting in the way of the Lord. ð Testimonies, vol. 5, 548:1. 

 

4. The education and training of their children to be Christians is the highest service that parents 

can render to God. By a neglect of this trust we prove ourselves unfaithful stewards. No excuse 

for such neglect will be accepted by God.ðChrist's Object Lessons, 195:2. 

 

Texts to Remember: 
Exodus 20:1; Ephesians 6:1 ; 2 Timothy 3:1-5 

 

Define or Identify: 

Guard reputation; Honour; Respect; To obey 
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LESSON 40 - THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT  

Thou shalt not kill. - Exodus 20:13. 

All acts of injustice that tend to shorten life; the spirit of hatred and revenge, or the 

indulgence of any passion that leads to injurious  acts toward others, or causes us even 

to wish them harm (for "whoso hateth his brother is a murderer" [see 1 John 3:15, 

New Testament in the West-minster Version] ) ; a selfish neglect of caring for the 

needy or suffering; all self-indulgence or unnecessary deprivation or excessive labour 

that tends to injure  health,ðall these are, to a greater or less degree, violations of the 

sixth commandment.ðPatriarchs and Prophets, 308:5. 

 

The Value of Human Life 
 

1. Since all life comes from God the Creator (Job 33:4; Acts 17:25), He alone has the right 

to withdraw it.  

 

2. What is God's attitude toward the wicked? Ezekiel 33:11. 

 

3. The value of anything is determined by the price paid for it. What price was paid for 
man's life? 2 Corinthians 5:15; 1 Peter 1:18, 19. 

 

All men have been bought with this infinite price.ðChrist's Object Lessons, 326:1. 

 

The Taking of Life 

4. On what condition was a man to be put to death? Genesis 9:6; Numbers 35:16-19. 

 

5. Why was Cain's life spared? Genesis 4:9-16. 

 

Notwithstanding that Cain had by his crimes merited the sentence of death, a merciful Creator still 

spared his life, and granted him opportunity for repentance. But Cain lived only to harden his 

heart, to encourage rebellion against the divine authority, and to become the head of a line of bold, 

abandoned sinners. In sparing the life of the first murderer, God presented before the whole 

universe a lesson bearing upon the great controversy. The dark history of Cain and his descendants 

was an illustration of what would have been the result of permitting the sinner to live on forever, 

to carry out his rebellion against God. The forbearance of God only rendered the wicked more 

bold and defiant in their iniquity. Fifteen centuries after the sentence pronounced upon Cain, the 

universe witnessed the fruition of his influence and example, in the crime and pollution that 

flooded the earth. It was made manifest that the sentence of death pronounced upon the fallen race 

for the transgression of God's law was both just and merciful.ðPatriarchs and Prophets, 78:1, 2. 

 

Eve grieved for their son, and they began to realize the full penalty of sin. The transgression of 

God's law was both just and merciful.ðPatriarchs and Prophets, 78:1, 2. 

 

6. What provision was made in the laws of ancient Israel for  one who killed someone without 
enmity, hatred, or intention to do harm? Numbers 35:22-29. 

 

7. Under those laws how many witnesses were required before anyone could be put to death? 

Deuteronomy 17:6. 
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8. Why is it that the heart of the sons of men is so fully set to do evil? Ecclesiastes 8:11. 
 
 

When Cain killed his brother Abel, he committed the first murder. Adam and eve grieved for 

their son, and they began to realize the full penalty of sin. 

 
The New Testament Teaching 

9. Who is now recognized as responsible for the punishment of evildoers? Rom 13:1-4. 

He is even called "the minister of God, to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil." Rom 13:4. 

 

10. Where does murder have its beginning? Matthew 5: 21, 22; 1 John 3:15. 

 

11. Who was a murderer from the beginning? John 8:44. 

 

12. If  Jesus' kingdom had been of this world, what did He say His servants would have done? 

John 18:36. 

 

13. What did Jesus say to Peter when he tried to defend his Master with the sword? 

Matthew 26:51-53. 

 

14. According to Jesus, what identifies us with our "Father which is in heaven"? 

Matthew 5:44, 45. 
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Offenses Punishable by Death in Old Testament Times 
 

15. Name offenses which carried the death sentence under the theocracy: 

 

a. He that smiteth a man till he die. Exodus 21:12. 

b. Cursing father or mother. Exodus 21:17. 

c. Owner of an ox who knows his ox to be dangerous but does not keep him in, and the ox kills a 

person. Exodus 21:29. 

d. One with a familiar spirit: a wizard, a witch. Exodus 22:18; Leviticus 20:27. 

e. Sacrificing unto any god but the Lord. Exodus 22:20. 

f. Whoever offered children to Molech? Leviticus 20:1-5. 

g. Adultery. Leviticus 20:10. 

h. Worshiping other gods. Deuteronomy 17:1-5. 

i. A stubborn and rebellious son, a glutton and a drunkard. Deuteronomy 21:18-21. 

j. Stealing a man and selling him. Deuteronomy 24:7. 

 

Ponder This 

1. The spirit of hatred and revenge originated with Satan; and it led him to put to death the Son of 

God. Whoever cherishes malice or unkindness is cherishing the same spirit; and its fruit will be 

unto death.ðThoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 89:1. 

 

2. Murder first exists in the mind. He who gives hatred a place in his heart is setting his feet in the 

path of the murderer.ðThe Desire of Ages, 310:2. 

 

3. Those who at any supposed provocation feel at liberty to indulge anger or resentment are 

opening the heart to Satan. Bitterness and animosity must be banished from the soul if we would 

be in harmony with heaven.ðThe Desire of Ages, 310:4. 

 

4. God will  hold us accountable for even a word spoken in contempt of one soul for whom Christ 

laid down His life.ðThoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 89:2. 

 

5. We are to leave with God the work of judging and condemning.ðThoughts From the Mount of 

Blessing, 90:3. 
 

Texts to Remember: 

 

Exodus 20:13 

Ecclesiastes 8:1;1 

Matthew 5:44, 45 

 

Define or Identify: 

Hatred; 

"Inhumanity to man" 

Revenge" 

Vengeance is Mine saith the Lord." 
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LESSON 41 - THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT  

Thou shalt not commit adultery. Exodus 20:14. 
 

This commandment forbids not only acts of impurity, but sensual thoughts and 

desires, or any practice that tends to excite them. Purity is demanded not only in the 

outward life, but in the secret intents and emotions of the heart. Christ, who taught 

the far-reaching obligation of the law of God, declared the evil thought or look to be 

as truly sin as is the unlawful deed.--Patriarchs and Prophets, 308:7. 

 

Marriage and Divorce 

1. Where and by whom was the first marriage celebrated? Genesis 2:21-24. 

 

God celebrated the first marriage. Thus the institution had for its originator the Creator of the 

universe. "Marriage is honourable" (Hebrews 13:4); it was one of the first gifts of God to man, 

and it is one of the two institutions that, after the fall, Adam brought with him beyond the gates of 

Paradise. When the divine principles are recognized and obeyed in this relation, marriage is a 

blessing; it guards the purity and happiness of the race, it provides for man's social needs, it 

elevates the physical, the intellectual, and the moral nature.ðPatriarchs and Prophets, 46:3. 

 

2. In what words does Christ recognize marriage as of God? Matthew 19:5, 6. 

 

Jesus honoured marriage as a divine institution.ðThe Desire of Ages, 151:0. 

 

3. At marriage, what do the man and woman become? Genesis 2:24. 

 

4. Because of the mistake of Sarah and Abraham in the matter of the promised son, and the 

consequent difficulty  which arose between Sarah and Hagar, what instruction did Abraham 
receive, upholding the sanctity of the marriage relation? Genesis 21:11, 12. 

 

The instruction given to Abraham, touching the sacredness of the marriage relation, was to be a 

lesson for all ages. It declares that the rights and happiness of this relation are to be carefully 

guarded, even at a great sacrifice.ðPatriarchs and Prophets, 147:1. 

 

5. For how long does marriage bind the contracting parties? Romans 7:2; 1 Corinthians 7:39. 

 

6. What commandments were designed particularly to safeguard family life? 
Exodus 20:14, 17. 

 
The family tie is the closest, the most tender and sacred, of any on earth. It was designed to be a 

blessing to mankind. And it is a blessing wherever the marriage covenant is entered into 

intelligently, in the fear of God, and with due consideration for its responsibilities.ðThe Ministry 

of Healing, 356:4. 

7. How did our Saviour interpret the seventh commandment? Matthew 5:27, 28. 

 

8. Under what circumstances only may the marriage relationship be dissolved? 

Matthew 5:32; 19:9. 
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In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus declared plainly that there could be no dissolution of the 

marriage tie, except for unfaithfulness to the marriage vowðThoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 

99:1. 

 

9. When, then, only does anyone have the right to remarry? Matthew 5:32; 19:9. 

 

Even though the Scriptures allow divorce for "unfaithfulness to the marriage vow," earnest 

endeavours should be made by those concerned to effect a reconciliation urging the innocent 

spouse to forgive the guilty one and the latter to amend his (or her) conduct, so that the marriage 

union may be maintained. In the event that reconciliation is not effected, the innocent spouse has 

the Biblical right to secure a divorce, and also to remarry.ðChurch Manual, 241, articles 2, 3. 

 

10. Among what other sins is the violation of the seventh commandment listed? 

Galatians 5:19, 20; Ephesians 5:3, 4. 

 

11. What should the Christian avoid? 

1 Thessalonians 5:22. 

 

12. How closely should we guard our thoughts and words? 

1 Corinthians 15:33; Ephesians 4:29. 

 

13. Upon what are Christians admonished to think? 

Philippians 4:8. 

 

14. What outstanding example of purity is found in the Scriptures? 

Genesis 39:7-23. 
 

15. What privilege is in store for the pure in heart? Matthew 5:8. 

 

Ponder This 

1. All who are to be dwellers there [in the city of God], will here have become pure in heart. In 

one who is learning of Jesus, there will be manifest a growing distaste for careless manners, 

unseemly language, and coarse thought. When Christ abides in the heart, there will be purity and 

refinement of thought and manner.ðThoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 42:2. 

 

2. The pure in heart live as in the visible presence of God during the time He apportions them in 

this world. And they will also see Him face to face in the future, immortal state, as did Adam when 

he walked and talked with God in Eden.ðThoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 45:1. 

 

3. When the thought of evil is loved and cherished, however secretly, it shows that sin still reigns 

in the heart.ðThoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 94:1. 

 

4. "As he [anyone] thinketh in his heart, so is he." Proverbs 23:7. 

 

5. "Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life." Proverbs 4:23. 

 

Texts to Remember: Exodus 20:14; Matthew 5:27, 28; Matthew 5:8; Philippians 4:8 

 

Define or Identify: Grounds for divorce; Lust; "Marriage is honourable" 
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LESSON 42 - THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT  

Thou shalt not steal. Exodus 20:15. 
 

The eighth commandment condemns manstealing and slave dealing, and forbids 

wars of conquest. It condemns theft and robbery, It demands strict integrity in the 

minutest of details of the affairs of life. It  forbids, over reaching in trade, and requires 

the payment of just debts or wages. It  declares that every attempt to advantage oneôs 

self by the ignorance, weakness, or misfortune of another, is registered as fraud in 

the books of heaven. -- Patriarchs and Prophets, 309:1 

 

Stealing From Our Fellow Man 
 

1. What was the penalty for stealing an ox and killing it or selling it? a sheep? 

Exodus 22:1. 
 

2. How was a man to be punished who stole an Israelite and sold him? Deuteronomy 24:7. 

 

3. What observation is made of one who "is partner with a thief"? Proverbs 29:24. 

 

4. Did men know it was wrong to steal, before God spoke the commandments on Sinai? 

Genesis 31: 30-32. 
 

5. How did men know the commandments before Sinai? Romans 2:14, 15. 

 

Adam and Eve, at their creation, had a knowledge of the law of God; they were acquainted with 

its claims upon them; its precepts were written upon their hearts. Adam taught his descendants the 

law of God, and it was handed down from father to son through successive generations.ð 
Patriarchs and Prophets, 363:1, 2. 

 

6. What follower of Jesus was willing to restore fourfold to those whom he had defrauded? 

Luke 19:8. 

 

7. The eighth commandment established what fundamental right of man? 

It is a fundamental right of all to possess property. 

 

Stealing From God 

8. Give the answers to the two questions in Malachi 3:8. 

 

9. Is the tithing system still in force? Matthew 23:23. 

 

The tithing system was no burden to those who did not depart from the plan. The system enjoined 

upon the Hebrews has not been repealed or relaxed by the One who originated it. ð Testimonies, 

vol. 3, 392:0. 

 

All that is withheld of that which God claims, the tenth of the increase, is recorded in the books 

of heaven against the withholders, as robbery.ð Testimonies, vol. 3, 394:3. 

 

10. What was Paul's counsel to those who steal? Ephesians 4:28. 
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11. Whom did Jesus call a thief and a robber? John 10:1. 

 

The Pharisees did not discern that these words were spoken against them. Christ is the door to the 

fold of God. Through this door all His children, from the earliest times, have found entrance. 

Many have 

 

come presenting other objects for the faith of the world; ceremonies and systems have been 

devised by which men hope to receive justification and peace with God, and thus find entrance to 

His fold. But the only door is Christ, and all who have interposed something to take the place of 

Christ, all who have tried to enter the fold in some other way, are thieves and robbers.ðThe Desire 

of Ages, 477:2, 3. 

 

12. What words of hope did Jesus speak to the repentant thief on the cross? 

Luke 23:42, 43. 
 

13. What condition of the last days involving fraud did James mention? James 5:1-8. 

 

14. What will "thieves" never inherit? 1 Corinthians 6:9, 10. 

 

Ponder This 

1. If  you are given more "change" than you should receive when making a purchase, what should 

be done with it? 

 

2. If someone overlooks a just bill, forgetting to charge you, what should you do? 

 

3. If you do not pay your debts, what are you? 

 

4. If a man earns $200 a month, how much tithe should he pay into the church treasury? 

 

5. If a student, working his way through school and using all he can earn to pay his expenses, 

receives $60 a month for his work, how much tithe should he pay? 

 

6. Suppose a man pays $1,000 as rental on a farm for a year, and $1,000 for help during the year, 

and has other expenses amounting to $1,500. He gets $5,000 for his crops, $750 for milk and eggs, 

and $250 for miscellaneous items. How much tithe should he pay into the church treasury? 

 

 

Texts to Remember 

Exodus 20:15 

John 10:1 

Ephesians 4:28 
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LESSON 43 - THE NINTH COMMANDMENT  

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. Exodus 20:16. 
 

False speaking in any matter, every attempt or purpose to deceive our neighbour, is 

here included. An intention to deceive is what constitutes falsehood. By a glance of 

the eye, a motion of the hand, an expression of the countenance, a falsehood may be 

told as effectually as by words. All intentional overstatement, every hint or 

insinuation calculated to convey an erroneous or exaggerated impression, even the 

statement of facts in such a manner as to mislead, is falsehood. This precept forbids 

every effort to injure our neighbourôs reputation by misrepresentation or evil 

surmising, by slander or tale-bearing. Even the intentional suppression of truth, by 

which injury  may result to others, is a violation of the ninth  commandment.- Patriarchs 

and Prophets, 309:3. 

 

Lying and Deception 

1. Who is designated as the father of lies and of those that tell them? John 8:44. 

 

2. What is his first recorded lie? Genesis 3:4. 

 

3. This first recorded lie is the basis of what widespread belief? 

 

Modern spiritualism, and the forms of ancient witchcraft and idol worship ðall having 

communion with the dead as their vital principleðare founded upon that first lie by which Satan 

beguiled Eve in Eden: "Ye shall not surely die: for God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, 

ye shall be as gods." Genesis 3:4, 5. Alike based upon falsehood and perpetuating the same, they 

are alike from the father of lies.ðPatriarchs and Prophets, 685:2. 

 

4. Of the seven things that are an abomination to God, which ones are related to the ninth 
commandment? Proverbs 6:16-19. 

 

5. What provision was made to deal with false witnesses in the days of Israel? 

Deuteronomy 19:15-20. 

 

Biblical Examples 
 

6. Whose tragic experience was recorded in the divine record as a solemn warning to all who 
tell that which is not true? Acts 5:1-11. 

 

Infinite Wisdom saw that this signal manifestation of the wrath of God was necessary to guard the 

young church from becoming demoralized. Their numbers were rapidly increasing. The church 

would have been endangered if, in the rapid increase of converts, men and women had been added 

who, while professing to serve God, were worshiping mammon. This judgment testified that men 

cannot deceive God, that He detects the hidden sin of the heart, and that He will not be mocked. 

It was designed as a warning to the church, to lead them to avoid pretence and hypocrisy, and to 

beware of robbing God. From the stern punishment meted out to those perjurers, God would have 

us learn also how deep is His hatred and contempt for all hypocrisy and deception. In pretending 

that they had given all, Ananias and Sapphira lied to the Holy Spirit, and as a result, they lost this 

life and the life that is to come. The same God who punished them, today condemns all falsehood. 

ð The Acts of the Apostles, 73:4; 75:3. 
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7. Relate the experience of Gehazi. 2 Kings 5:20-27. 

 

Solemn are the lessons taught by this experience of one to whom had been given high and holy 

privileges. The course of Gehazi was such as to place a stumbling block in the pathway of Naaman, 

upon whose mind had broken a wonderful light, and who was favourably disposed toward the 

service of the living God. For the deception practiced by Gehazi there could be pleaded no excuse 

To the day of his death he remained a leper, cursed of God, and shunned by his fellow men. ð 

Prophets and Kings, 252:1. 

 

8. Should we tell a lie to save our life? 

 

Even life itself should not be purchased with the price of falsehood. By a word or a nod the martyrs 

might have denied the truth and saved their lives. By consenting to cast a single grain of incense 

upon the idol altar they might have been saved from the rack, the scaffold, or the cross. But they 

refused to be false in word or deed, though life was the boon they would receive by so doing. 

Imprisonment, torture, and death, with a clear conscience, were welcomed by them, rather than 

deliverance on condition of deception, falsehood, and apostasy. By fidelity and faith in Christ they 

earned spotless robes and jewelled crowns.ðTestimonies, vol. 4, 336:2. 

 

9. What is recorded concerning Jesus' example? 1 Peter 2:21-23. 

 

10. How is "th e remnant of Israel" described? Zephaniah 3:13; Revelation 14:5. 

 

End of Those Who Are Untruthful 

11. What has God prepared for the devil and his angels? Matthew 25:41. 

 

12. Who else is to be in "the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone"? Revelation 21:8. 

 

13. Those who do the commandments are to enter in through the gates of the New Jerusalem. 

Revelation 22:14. 

 

13b. Where are those who love and make lies to be? Revelation 22:15. 

 

14. What prayer should every Christian pray? Psalm 19:14. 

 

Ponder This 

1. Men think they are representing the justice of God, but they do not represent His tenderness 

and the great love wherewith He has loved us. Their human invention, originating with the 

specious devices of Satan, appears fair enough to the blinded eyes of men, because it is inherent 

in their nature. A lie, believed, practiced, becomes a truth to them. Thus the purpose of the satanic 

agencies is accomplished, that men should reach these conclusions through the working of their 

own inventive minds.ðTestimonies to Ministers, 363:4. 

 

2. All who do not earnestly search the Scriptures and submit every desire and purpose of life to 

that unerring test, all who do not seek God in prayer for a knowledge of His will, will surely 

wander from the right path and fall under the deception of Satan. ðTestimonies, vol. 5, 192:3. 
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3. Falsehoods Satan has told: 

 

a. That God's law has been abolished. 

b. That the dead are not unconscious, but more active than ever before. 

c. That the days of creation were not literal days, but long periods of time. 

d. That man developed, step by step, from lower animals and vegetable life. 

e. That God's mercy has destroyed His justice. 

 

4. Satan, clothed in angel robes, will deceive, if possible, the very elect.ð 
Testimonies, vol. 5, 80:1. 

 

5. Never are we justified in telling that which is not true. We may not always be able to tell all we 

know, but we should never tell what we know to be untrue. Many times, silence is golden. "In the 

multitude of words there wanteth not sin: but he that refraineth his lips is wise." 

Proverbs 10:19. 

 

 
 

Texts to Remember 
 

Exodus 20:16 

1 Peter 2:21-23 

John 8:44 

Revelation 14:5 

 

 
 

Define or Identify 
 

Evil surmising 

Exaggeration 

Hypocrisy 

Intent to deceive 

Misrepresentation 



145 

 

 

LESSON 44 - THE TENTH COMMANDMENT  

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbourôs house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbourôs 

wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor 

anything that is thy neighbourôs. Exodus 20:17. 

The tenth commandment strikes at the very root of all sins, prohibit  the selfish desire, 

from which springs the sinful act. He who in obedience to Godôs law refrains from 

indulging even a sinful desire for that which belongs to another, will not be guilty of 
an act of wrong toward his fellow creatures.--Patriarchs and Prophets 309:5. 

 

The Nature of Covetousness 
 

1. What is covetousness? 

Covetousness is defined as follows: To long inordinately for something that is another's. It implies 

especially excessive desire for what belongs to another.ðWebster. 

 

2. On one occasion when Jesus was speaking to a multitude of people, of what did He tell 
them to beware? Why? Luke 12:15. 

 

3. What did the apostle Paul call covetousness? Ephesians 5:5; Colossians 3:5. 

 

4. From where does covetousness come? Mark 7:21-23. 

 

5. What is covetousness likely to lead us to do? Deuteronomy 16:19; Micah 2:2. 

To take by violence and to accept bribes are the results of covetousness. 

 

6. What will come upon a covetous person? Colossians 3:6. 

 

7. What did Jesus say we cannot do? Luke 16:13. 

 

Examples of Covetousness 

8. Study the parable of the rich man as recorded in Luke 12:16-21. 

 

9. What application of this parable did Jesus make? Luke 12:20. 

 

10. What did covetousness lead Achan to do? Joshua 7:20-22. 

 

11. What did the same sin lead Judas to do? Mark 14:10, 11. 

 

12. In Christ's time, of what sin were the Pharisees guilty? Luke 16:14. 

 

13. Review briefly the experience of Balaam in his effort to obtain riches. Num 22; 23; 24. 

 

Balaam was once a good man and a prophet of God; but he had apostatized, and had given himself 

up to covetousness; yet he still professed to be a servant of the Most High. 
Patriarchs and Prophets, 439:2. 

 

14. What is the love of money declared to be? 1 Timothy 6:10. 
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15. What does Paul admonish the Christian to covet? 1 Corinthians 12:31. 

 

16. What sins are especially offensive to God? Psalm 10:3. 

 

The sins which man is disposed to look upon as small may be the ones which God accounts as 

great. The drunkard is despised and is told that his sin will  exclude him from heaven, while pride, 

selfishness, and covetousness go unrebuked. But these are sins that are especially offensive to 

God.--Testimonies, vol. 5, 337:2. 

 

The greatest sin which now exists in the church is covetousness. God frowns upon His 

professed people for their selfishness.ðTestimonies, vol. 1, 194:2 

 

Ponder This 

1. I saw that the Israel of God must arise and renew their strength in God by renewing and keeping 

their covenant with Him. Covetousness, selfishness, love of money, and love of the world, are all 

through the ranks of Sabbath-keepers. These evils are destroying the spirit of sacrifice among 

God's people. Those that have this covetousness in their hearts are not aware of it. It has gained 

upon them imperceptibly, and unless it is rooted out, their destruction will be as sure as was 

Achan's.ðTestimonies, vol. 1, 140:1 (1948 ed., 140:2). 

 

2. [Satan said,] Make covetousness and love of earthly treasures the ruling traits of their [the 

church members'] character. As long as these traits rule, salvation and grace stand back. Crowd 

every attraction around them, and they will be surely yours. ð Early Writings, 267:0. 

 

3. All covetousness is condemned as idolatry. All selfish indulgence is an offense in God's sight. 

ðChrist's Object Lessons, 261:3. 

 

4. To live for self is to perish. Covetousness, the desire of benefit for self's sake, cuts the soul off 

from life. It is the spirit of Satan to get, to draw to self. It is the spirit of Christ to give, to sacrifice 

self for the good of others.ðChrist's Object Lessons, 259:1. 

 

5. Christians must look upon themselves only as channels through which mercies and blessings 

are to flow from the Fountain of all goodness to their fellow men.ðTestimonies, vol. 4, 485:1. 
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LESSON 45 - MAN'S DUTY TO MAN SUMMARY OF UNIT 6  

The second [commandment] is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 

thyself. Matthew 22:39. 
 

Everything in nature, from the mote in the sunbeam to the worlds on high, is under 

law. And upon obedience to these laws the order and harmony of the natural world 

depend. So there are great principles of righteousness to control the life of all 

intelligent beings, and upon conformity to these principles the well-being of the 
universe depends. ð Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 77:2. 

 

The Fifth Commandment 
 

1. Explain why parents "are entitled to a degree of love and respect which is due to no other 

person." 

2. Point out what the fifth commandment requires of children in their relationship to parents and 

to others. 

3. Who will  have no part in the new earth nor mar the peace of the ransomed? 

4. Upon whom are the solemn obligations of the fifth commandment binding? 

5. Point out instances where a child could rightfully refuse to obey a parent. 

6. In which phase of Christ's life is He a pattern for children and youth? Quote from the lesson. 

 

The Sixth Commandment 

1. How broad are the requirements of the sixth commandment? 

2. How do we determine the value of an article? In the light of your answer discuss the value of 

human life. 

3. Even though Cain's crime merited death, point out what God was endeavouring to illustrate by 

allowing him to live. 

4. Among the Israelites how one was protected who had unintentionally or accidentally killed 

another? 

5. Name eight offenses that in Old Testament times were punishable by death. 

6. Point out the difference in caring for crime in the Old and in the New Testament. 

 

The Seventh Commandment 

1. How broad in its meaning is the seventh commandment? 

2. What was one of the first gifts of God to man? 

3. When the divine principles are recognised, how is marriage a blessing to mankind? 

4. Explain how the instruction given to Abraham, touching the marriage relation, was to be a 

blessing for all ages. 

5. How is the promise in Matthew 5:8 an incentive to keep our heart pure? 
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The Eight Commandment 

1. Point out six or seven offenses that are considered violations of the eighth commandment. 

2. How were those guilty of stealing punished in Old Testament times? 

3. Were those who lived before Mosesô time held responsible for keeping the eight 

commandment? 

4. Explain how one who has never stolen from his fellow men might still be justly called a thief 

and a robber. 

 

The Ninth Commandment 

1. What constitutes falsehood? How may we tell a falsehood without saying a word? 

2. Where and by whom did lying originate. 

3. Point out the connection between modern spiritism and that first lie told to Eve. 

4. Give two Bible examples of persons who lied. What punishment was meted out to them? 

5. What will be the end of all those who love lies or tell lies? 

 

The Tenth Commandment 

1. Show how the tenth commandment ñstrikes at the very root of all sins.ò 

2. Paul calls covetousness idolatry (Col.3.5). Explain clearly why covetousness is called idolatry. 

3. Briefly relate five instances of covetousness as recorded in the Scriptures. 

4. What sins are especially offensive to God? 
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UNIT 7 - LAW AND GRACE  

 
The law of Ten Commandments points out sin, the penalty of which is death. 

The law cannot save the transgressor from his sin, nor impart power to keep 

him from sinning. In infinite  love and mercy, God provides a way whereby this 

may be done. He furnishes a substitute, even Christ the Righteous One, to die 

in man's stead, making "Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might 

be made the righteousness of God in Him." 2 Corinthians 5:21. 

We are justified, not by obedience to the law, but by the grace that is in Christ 

Jesus. By accepting Christ, man is reconciled to God, justified  by His blood for 

the sins of the past, and saved from the power of sin by His indwelling life. Thus 

the gospel becomes "the power of God unto salvation to everyone that 

believeth." Romans 1:16. 

This experience is wrought by the divine agency of the Holy Spirit, who 

convinces of sin and leads to the Sin Bearer, inducting the believer into the new- 

covenant relationship, where the law of God is written on his heart, and 

through the enabling power of the indwelling Christ, his life is brought into 

conformity to the divine precepts. The honor and merit of this wonderful 

transformation belong wholly to Christ . 
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LESSON 46 - THE TWO LAWS  

With the great sacrifice offered upon Calvary, ended that system of offerings 

which for four thousand years had pointed forward to the Lamb of God. Type had 

met antitype, and all the sacrifices and oblations of the ceremonial system were 

there to cease. - The Great Controversy, 328:0. 
 

There are many who try to blend these two systems, using the texts that speak of the 

ceremonial law to prove that the moral law has been abolished; but this is a 

perversion of the Scriptures. The distinction between the two systems is broad and 

clear. The ceremonial system was made up of symbols pointing to Christ, to His 

sacrifice and His priesthood. Concerning the law of Ten Commandments the psalmist 

declared, "Forever, O Lord, Thy word is settled in heaven." Psalm 119:89. And 

Christ Himself says, "Think not that I am come to destroy the law. Verily I say unto 

you,"  ðmaking the assertion as emphatic as possible,ð"Till  heaven and earth pass, 

one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled." Matthew 

5:17, 18. Here He teaches, not merely what the claims of God's law had been, and 

were then, but that these claims should hold as long as the heavens and the earth 

remain. The law of God is as immutable as His throne. It will maintain its claims 

upon mankind in all ages.ð Patriarchs and Prophets, 365:1. 

 

1. Distinguish between the Law of God, or the Ten Commandments, and the law of Moses. 
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It was the law of types and ordinances, not God's law, that was nailed to the cross. 
 

2. Was the law of Moses all ceremonial law, or law of types and symbols? 

 

While we speak of the law of Moses as one law, yet it is made up of many laws which could be 

classified as national or civil  laws, health and sanitary laws, ecclesiastical and sacrificial laws, and 

laws pertaining to their religious life. 
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3. Distinction between the two laws is very clear: 

 

There can be no question but that God intended that there should be a clear distinction between 

the Ten Commandments and the laws He gave Moses to write. God spoke the Ten Commandments 

to Israel (Deuteronomy 5:2-24), and then God Himself wrote them on stone and gave them to 

Moses. After Moses broke the first tables, God commanded Moses to hew out two tables, and God 

Himself wrote the Ten Commandments a second time on stone. Deuteronomy 10:1-4. 

On the other hand, "The ceremonial system was made up of symbols pointing to Christ, to His 

sacrifice and His priesthood."ðPatriarchs and Prophets, 365:1. 

 

Think 

1. Those who claim that Christ came to abrogate the law of God and to do away with the Old 

Testament, speak of the Jewish age as one of darkness, and represent the religion of the Hebrews 

as consisting of mere forms and ceremonies. But this is an error. All through the pages of sacred 

history, where the dealings of God with His chosen people are recorded, there are burning traces 

of the great I AM. Never has He given to the sons of men more open manifestations of His power 

and glory than when He alone was acknowledged as Israel's ruler, and gave the law to His people. 

Here was a sceptre swayed by no human hand; and the stately goings forth of Israel's invisible 

King were unspeakably grand and awful.ðPatriarchs and Prophets, 365:4. 

 

2. While the Saviour's death brought to an end the law of types and shadows, it did not in the least 

detract from the obligation of the moral law. On the contrary, the very fact that it was necessary 

for Christ to die in order to atone for the transgression of that law, proves it to be immutable.ð 
Patriarchs and Prophets, 365:3. 

 

3. The law is the gospel infolded; the gospel is the law unfolded. 

The law is the gospel enclosed; the gospel is the law disclosed. 

The law is the gospel concealed; the gospel is the law revealed. 

The law is the gospel fullness delayed; the gospel is the law fullness portrayed. 

The law is the gospel in minimum; the gospel is the law in maximum. 

The law is the gospel contained; the gospel is the law maintained. 

The law is the gospel sighted; the gospel is the law lighted. 

The law is Christ designed; the gospel is Christ enshrined. 

ð F. C. Gilbert, Practical Lessons From the Experience of Israel, 1914 ed., 392:2. 

 

4. "The ritual or ceremonial law, delivered by Moses to the children of Israel, containing all the 

injunctions and ordinances which related to the old sacrifices and .service of the temple, our Lord 

indeed did come to destroy. But the moral law, contained in the Ten Commandments, and enforced 

by the prophets, He did not take away." 

 

"In the highest rank of the enemies of the gospel of Christ, are they who openly and explicitly 

'judge the law' itself, and 'speak evil of the law;' who teach men to break all the commandments at 

a stroke; Who teach, without any cover, in so many words,ð'What did our Lord do with the law? 

He abolished it. There is but one duty, which is that of believing. All  commands are unfit for our 

times' Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do!" ðJohn Wesley, "Upon Our Lord's 

Sermon on the Mount," Discourse 5, in Works, 1829 ed., vol. 5, pp. 311, 317. (Bible Readings for the 

Home, 400.) 

Texts to Remember: Psalm 19:7; Matthew 5:17-19; Colossians 2:14 

 

Define or Identify: God's character; Moral principle; Ordinances; Ritual; Types and 
shadows. 
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LESSON 47 - JESUS AND THE CEREMONIAL LA W 

Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was 

contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to His cross. 

Colossians 2:14. 
 

The ceremonial system was made up of symbols pointing to Christ, to His sacrifice 

and His priesthood. This ritual law, with its sacrifices and ordinances, was to be 

performed by the Hebrews until type met antitype in the death of Christ, the Lamb 

of God that taketh away the sin of the world. Then all the sacrificial offerings were 

to cease. It is this law that Christ "took out of the way, nailing it to His cross." 

Colossians 2:14.-Patriarchs and Prophets, 365:1. 

 

The ceremonial law was given by Christ. Even after it was no longer to be observed, 

Paul presented it before the Jews in its true position and value, showing its place in 

the plan of redemption and its relation to the work of Christ; and the great apostle 

pronounces this law glorious, worthy of its divine Originator. The solemn service of 

the sanctuary typified the grand truths that were to be revealed through successive 

generations. The, cloud of incense ascending with  the prayers of Israel represents His 

righteousness that alone can make the sinnerôs prayer acceptable to God; the 

bleeding victim on the altar  of sacrifice testified of a Redeemer to come; and from the 

holy of holies the visible token of the divine presence shone forth. Thus through age 

after age of darkness and apostasy, faith  was kept alive in the hearts of men until  the 

time came for the advent of the promised Messiah. Since the Saviour shed His blood 

for the remission of sins, and ascended to heaven "to appear in the presence of God 

for  us" (Hebrews 9:24), light  has been streaming from the cross of Calvary and from 

the holy places of the sanctuary above. But the clearer light granted us, should not 

cause us to despise that which in earlier times was received through the types pointing 

to the coming Saviour. The gospel of Christ sheds light upon the Jewish economy, 

and gives significance to the ceremonial law.ðPatriarchs and Prophets, 367:2, 4. 

 

The Ceremonial Law 

The death of the lamb as a sacrifice for sin represented Christ's death for mankind. 

 

1. What is the ceremonial law? Ephesians 2:15; Colossians 2:13, 1.4. 

 

The law of commandments with regulations. Ephesians 2:15, - Berkeley Version New Testament. 

 

Red ledger of regulations that was standing against us and took it out of the way, when He 

nailed it to the cross. Colossians 2:14, Berkeley Version of the New Testament. Bond written in 

ordinances. - Colossians 2:14, - Moulton's, Modern Reader's Bible. 

 

The ceremonial system was made up of symbols pointing to Christ, to His sacrifice and His 

priesthood.ðPatriarchs and Prophets, 365:1. 

 

2. When was the ceremonial system begun? Genesis 4:1-5. 
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This is the first mention made in the Bible of sacrifices, but the mention is made as though it was 

a thing already known and understood by those who were to take part in it. 

 

They [Cain and Abel] were acquainted with the provision made for the salvation of man, and 

understood the system of offerings which God had ordained. They knew that in these offerings 

they were to express faith in the Saviour whom the offerings typified, and at the same time to 

acknowledge their total dependence on Him for pardon; and they knew that by thus conforming 

to the divine plan for their redemption, they were giving proof of their obedience to the will of 

God. Without the shedding of blood, there could be no remission of sin; and they were to show 

their faith in the blood of Christ as the promised atonement, by offering the firstlings of the flock 

in sacrifice. Besides this, the first fruits of the earth were to be presented before the Lord as a thank 

offering. ð Patriarchs and Prophets, 71:2. 
 

The death of the lamb as a sacrifice for sin represented Christôs death for mankind 
 

3. What was added in Abraham's day? Genesis 17:9-14. 

 

It [circumcision] was to be observed by the patriarch and his descendants as a token that they were 

devoted to the service of God and thus separated from idolaters, and that God accepted them as 

His peculiar treasure.ðPatriarchs and Prophets, 138:1. 

[Circumcision was] a pledge that they would remain separate from idolatry, and would obey the 

law of God. ð Patriarchs and Prophets, 363:2. 

 

4. So far as the Biblical record is concerned, when were the rest of the rites and ordinances 

added? 

The Lord gave them at Sinai definite instruction concerning the sacrificial service. After the 

completion of the tabernacle, He communicated with Moses from the cloud of glory above the 

mercy seat, and gave him full directions concerning the system of offerings, and the forms of 
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worship to be maintained in the sanctuary. The ceremonial law was thus given to Moses, and by 

him written in a book.ðPatriarchs and Prophets, 364:3. 

 

5. Distinguish among the several laws written in Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and 

Deuteronomy: 

a. The moral law, or the Ten Commandments, Exodus 20; Deuteronomy 5. 
b. Explanations and illustrations of the Ten Commandments, as in Exodus 21-24. 

c. National lawsðthings to be done for the government of the nation as such. Some laws recorded 

in Exodus 21-24 are of this general class. 

d. Health laws -- such as those contained in the book of Leviticus. They may have had some 

implications of purification, but their main reason for being was that they indicated things good 

or bad for the health of individuals. 

e. Ceremonial lawsðthose that had to do with the sacrifices, ordinances, and rites of their religious 

worship. 

 

Moses was commanded to write, as God should bid him, judgments and laws giving minute 

instruction as to what was required. These directions relating to the duty of the people to God, to 

one another, and to the stranger, were only the principles of the Ten Commandments amplified 

and given in a specific manner, that none need err. There are many who try to blend these two 

systems, using the texts that speak of the ceremonial law to prove that the moral law has been 

abolished; but this is a perversion of the Scriptures. The distinction between the two systems is 

broad and clear. The ceremonial system was made up of symbols pointing to Christ, to His 

sacrifice and His priesthood. This ritual law, with its sacrifices and ordinances, was to be 

performed by the Hebrews until type met antitype in the death of Christ, the Lamb of God that 

taketh away the sin of the world. Then all the sacrificial offerings were to cease. It is this law that 

Christ "took out of the way, nailing it to His cross." Colossians 2:14. 
Patriarchs and Prophets, 364:1; 365:1. 

 

The Ceremonial Law Pointed to Jesus 
 

6. Were sinners ever justified by making the sacrifices and obeying the ordinances of the 
ceremonial law? Hebrews 9:9, 10. 

 

7. How was Christ's death to affect "the sacrifice and the oblation"? Daniel 9:26, 27. 

 

8. How can it be said that the law having to do with the sacrifices and offerings was nailed 
to the cross? Colossians 2:14. 

 
Since all the sacrifices and offerings represented Jesus, and were a type of Him in His great sacrifice for 

man, as He hung on the cross, He was a fulfilment of all of them. Henceforth no such sacrifice of animals, 

or other such offerings, would be required, neither would they avail anything. When the loud cry, "It is 

finished" (John 19:30), came from the lips of Christ, the priests were officiating in the temple. It was the 

hour of the evening sacrifice. The lamb representing Christ had been brought to be slain. Clothed in his 

significant and beautiful dress, the priest stood with lifted knife, as did Abraham when he was about to slay 

his son. With a rending noise the inner veil of the temple is torn from top to bottom by an unseen hand, 

throwing open to the gaze of the multitude a place once filled with the presence of God. All is terror and 

confusion. The priest is about to slay the victim; but the knife drops from his nerveless hand, and 

the lamb escapes. Type has met antitype in the death of God's Son. The great sacrifice has been 

made. The way into the holiest is laid open.ðThe Desire of Ages, 756:5 to 757:1. 
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The Sabbath 
a. The seventh day is the Sabbath. Exo 

20:10. 

b. Pointed to Christ as Creator. Exodus 

20:11. 

c. "Was made for man." Mark 2:27. 

d. The Sabbath commemorates creation and 

was instituted for that purpose before sin 

Ceremonial Law 
a. Contained "many" kinds of ceremonial 

sabbaths. Leviticus 23: 37, 38. 

b. Pointed to Christ as Sacrifice. Daniel 

9:26, 27; Colossians 2:17. 

c. "Was against us." Colossians 2:14entered 

into the world. Genesis 2:1-3; 

Exodus 20:8-11. 

 

 

The Ceremonial Law Was Nailed to 

the Cross 
9. Could the Sabbath be nailed to the 

cross? What was nailed to the cross? 

 
10. Note that the sacrifices, offerings, 

feasts, and other symbols of the 

ceremonial law ceased at the cross, while 

the Sabbath extends from Eden to Eden 

 

 

Those Ceasing at the Cross: 

 

Ceremonies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 

Feasts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 

Offerings. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 

Passover. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 

Sacrifices. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 

Symbols. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 

Types. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 

The Sabbath Reaches From Creation Into the New Earth: 

CREATION  ƹ Sabbath of the Commandments Ʒ NEW EARTH  
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Think 

1. It is true that the ceremonies of the Mosaic law are not now to be observed; but, when rightly 

understood, they are seen to be all aglow with sacred and important truths. These rites, appointed 

by Jehovah Himself, were like so many beacons to light up the path of God's ancient people, and 

to direct their minds to the great sacrifice to be offered for the sins of men. Viewed in the light of 

the cross, they contain most precious lessons for the people of God todayð 
EG. White, Review and Herald, Jan. 9, 1883. 

 

2. He [Jesus] sought to open to men the fact that the Jewish system of religion presented in types 

and shadows the whole mystery of the gospel. The service of the past was in no way to be held in 

contempt; for in Christ, type met antitype, and shadow substance.ðEG. White, Signs of the Times, 

Nov. 7, 1892. 

 

3. In the sacrificial offering on every altar was seen a Redeemer. With the cloud of incense arose 

from every contrite heart the prayer that God would accept their offerings as showing faith in the 

coming Saviour.ðEG. White, Review and Herald, March 2, 1886. 

 

4. Had they [the children of Israel] been obedient and loved to keep God's commandments, the 

multitude of ceremonies and ordinances would not have been required.ðTestimonies, vol. 5, 666:3 

(1948 ed., 667:0). 

 

5. All who came in contact with death in any way were considered ceremonially unclean. This 

was to forcibly impress the minds of the Hebrews with the fact that death came in consequence of 

sin and therefore is a representative of sin ðTestimonies, vol. 4, 120:2. 

 

 

 

Texts to Remember 

 
Colossians 2:13-17 

Hebrews 9:9, 10 

 
 

Define or Identify 
 

Passover  

Type meets antitype 

Sacrifice 

"Veil was rent in twain" 
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LESSON 48 - THE TWO COVEN ANTS 

 
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of 

God? Ephesians 2:8. 

Another compactðcalled in Scripture the "old covenant"ðwas formed between 

God and Israel at Sinai, and was then ratified by the blood of a sacrifice. The 

Abrahamic covenant was ratified  by the blood of Christ,  and it  is called the "second," 

or "new"  covenant, because the blood by which it  was sealed was shed after the blood 

of the first covenant. That the new covenant was valid in the days of Abraham, is 

evident from the fact that it  was then confirmed both by the promise and by the oath 

of God,ð the "two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie." 

Hebrews 6:18. --Patriarchs and Prophets, 371:1. 

 

The Old Covenant 
 

1. Define the term "covenant."  

 

To agree with, to enter into a formal agreement; to bind oneself by contract. An agreement between 

two or more persons or parties, or one of the stipulations in such an agreement.ðWebster. 

 

2. Where and with whom did God make the "old" covenant? Exodus 19:1-8. 

 

3. What proposition did God submit to them? Exodus 19:5, 6. 

 

4. After Moses had explained the terms of the covenant to the people, what was the 
unanimous response? Exodus 19:8; 24:3. 

 

5. Tell how this covenant was ratified. Exodus 24:3-8; Hebrews 9:18-21. 

 

6. Before Moses had finished his audience with God and come down from the mountaintop, 
what had Israel done? Exodus 32:7, 8. 

 

What was wrong? Just this: 

The people could not fulfil their part of the agreement. The fault was with them. They were 

carnally minded and could not be subject to a spiritual and holy law. They were seeking to 

establish their own righteousness by their own efforts, not realizing that without divine help they 

could do nothing. When they had tried to clothe themselves with right-doing, they found 

themselves covered only with the filthy rags of sin.ðWilliam H. Branson, Drama of the Ages, 359:2. 

 

7. What, then, was wrong with the old covenant? Hebrews 8:7, 8. 

 

The old covenant was a system of reform without Christ. It was a covenant of works from which 

Christ, the only Mediator of righteousness and peace, was entirely excluded.ðWilliam H. Branson, 

Drama of the Ages, 359:3. 

 

The terms of the "old covenant" were, Obey and live: "If a man do, he shall even live in them" 

(Ezekiel 20:11; Leviticus 18:5); but "cursed be he that confirmeth not all the words of this law to 

do them" (Deuteronomy 27:26). 
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The "new covenant" was established upon "better promises" Hebrews 8:8 ð the promise of 

forgiveness of sins, and of the grace of God to renew the heart, and bring it into harmony with the 

principles of God's law.ðPatriarchs and Prophets, 372:1. 

 

8. Was the old covenant the Ten Commandments, the moral law? 

 

Many have erroneously supposed that the old covenant was the moral law, the Ten 

Commandments, and that when the New Covenant was ratified, the law was annulled and 

set aside. The old covenant was not the Ten Commandment law, but was instead an 

agreement made between God and the people regarding the keeping of His commandments. 

"If ye will obey, ye shall live," was God's promise. To this the people replied: "All that 

Jehovah hath said will we do, and be obedient." Exodus 24:7. This was the covenant 

agreement. It was about the keeping of the Ten Commandment law, but it was not the law 

itself. The law was only the subject.ðWilliam H. Branson, Drama of the Ages, 359:5. 

 

9. What became of the old covenant? Hebrews 8:13. 
 

Which shall we honorðthe Sabbath of the Creator, or Sunday, the tradition of men? 

 
The New Covenant 

10. With whom did God make the new covenant? Hebrews 8:8, 9. 
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11. How did the new covenant differ from the old one? Jeremiah 31:33; Romans 8:3, 4; 

Hebrews 8:9, 10. 

 

The new covenant is "Christ in you, the hope of glory." Colossians 1:27. 

(See also Ephesians 3:16-20; Philippians 4:13.) 

 
12. Who is the Mediator of this covenant? Hebrews 8:1, 6; 12:24. 

 

13. Where there is a covenant, what is necessary? Hebrews 9:16, 17. 

 

14. Where and how was this new covenant ratified? John 19:30; 20:17. 

 

Jesus refused to receive the homage of His people until He had the assurance that His sacrifice 

was accepted by the Father. He ascended to the heavenly courts, and from God Himself heard the 

assurance that His atonement for the sins of men had been ample, and through His blood all might 

gain eternal life. The Father ratified the covenant made with Christ, that He would receive 

repentant and obedient men, and would love them even as He loves His Son.ðThe Desire of Ages, 

790:3. 

 

15. With  what allegory did Paul make evident the difference between the two covenants? 

Galatians 4:21-31. 
 

16. In the study of this lesson what conclusion do we reach regarding salvation? 

Ephesians 2: 8-10. 

It [the old covenant] was not an instrument of salvation. Those who have been saved, on either 

side of the cross, have been saved by faith in Jesus Christ and by His power dwelling in the 

heart.ðWilliam H. Branson, Drama of the Ages, 367:2. 

 

The Two Covenants Were Alike in That 

a. Both are called covenants. 

b. Both were ratified with blood. 

c. Both were made with the law of God as a basis. 

d. Both were made between God and the people. 

e. Both were established upon promises. 

 

The Two Covenants Were Different in That 
 

a. One was called the old covenant. 

b. One was called the first covenant. 
c. One was a temporary compact. 

d. One was ratified with the blood of animals. 

 

e. One was faulty. 

f. One was established upon the promise of 

the people. 

g. One had no mediator. 

h. The old covenant had no provision for the 

forgiveness of sin. 

a. The other was called the new covenant. 

b. The other was called the second covenant. 
c. The other was an everlasting covenant. 

d. The other was ratified with the blood of 

Christ. 

e. The other is a better covenant. 

f. The other is established upon the promises 

of God. 

g. The other has a Mediator. 

h. The new covenant has provision for the 

forgiveness of sin. 
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Think 

1. In the councils of peace that were held between the Father and the Son, a complete plan was 

devised by which, if  man sinned, he could be redeemed (see Zechariah 6:12, 13). It was impossible 

that the plan should be based upon the idea of setting aside the death penalty, and there must be 

provided a substitutionary death that would meet all the demands of a broken law. In order to save 

man, God would have to pay the penalty of man's sins. 

 

2. It is with awe and reverence that we see Christ present Himself before the Father and willingly 

offer to act this part in human redemption. He offers to go to the cross. 

 

3. This was to be Christ's part in saving man. It was thus that He became the "Lamb slain from the 

foundation of the world." [Revelation 13:8.] 

 

4. The Father's part in the everlasting covenant was equally important. He accepted the offer so 

freely made by Christ. There was no alternative. 

 

5. The Father also agreed that those who should accept the provisions made through the sacrifice 

of Christ should be given power to become the sons of God. 

 

6. He would forgive their sins. 

 

7. He would hear their prayers. 

 

8. He would impute and impart to them Christ's righteousness. 

 

9. He would raise Christ's children from the grave. 

 

10. He would grant to them the priceless gift of eternal life. 

 

11. He would restore them to their long-lost home in Paradise by renewing the earth and placing 

the redeemed in it. 

 

12. He would dwell with them forever.ðWilliam H. Branson, Drama of the Ages, 365:1 to 366:5. 

 

 

Texts to Remember 
 

Jeremiah 31:33 

Ephesians 2:8-10 

Hebrews 8:8-10 

 

 

Define or Identify 
 

"Better promises" 

Ratify 

Covenant 

Righteousness by works 
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LESSON 49 - NOT UNDER THE LAW BUT UNDER GRACE  

For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under 

grace. Romans 6:14. 
 

There are two errors against which the children of Godðparticularly  those who have 

just come to trust in His graceðespecially need to guard. The first, already dwelt 

upon, is that of looking to their  own works, trusting to anything they can do, to bring 

themselves into harmony with  God. He who is trying  to become holy by his own works 

in keeping the law, is attempting an impossibility. The opposite and no less dangerous 

error  is, that belief in Christ  releases men from keeping the law of God; that since by 

faith  alone we become partakers of the grace of Christ,  our works have nothing to do 

with our redemption.ðSteps to Christ, 64:1 to 65:1. 

 

Under the Law 

 
1. What does the phrase "under the law" mean? 

 

It is evident that in one sense all men, the entire human race, are under the law of God, under its 

jurisdiction, under its dominion, since this earth belongs to God and is a part of His universe. 

Surely Paul cannot mean that Christians are not under the law in this sense. On the other hand, it 

is clear that there is "no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the 

flesh, but after the Spirit." Romans 8:1. Therefore the phrase "ye are not under the law" (Romans 

6:14) must mean not under the condemnation of the law because of being in Christ Jesus. 

 

Under Grace 
 

2. What is grace? 

 

Grace is defined to be favour or kindness, disposition to show mercy, clemency, pardon, divine 

favour unmerited by man. Grace is an attribute of God exercised toward undeserving human 

beings. We did not seek for it, but it was sent in search of us.ðThe Ministry of Healing, 161:2. 

 

To learn of Christ means to receive His grace, which is His character. COL, 271:1. 
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3. What is God's plan for all men? 1 Timothy 2:4; Titus 2:11; 2 Peter 3:9. 

 

4. Since all have sinned (Romans 3:23), and the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23), how 
can God save us? Romans 3:24-26; Hebrews 2:9; 1 John 1:9. 

 

5. How did Jesus answer the question, "Lord, are there few that be saved?" Luke 13:23-27. 
 

The law shows us the marks of sin, but we are cleansed only by the grace of Jesus. 

 
6. By what means are we saved? Romans 3:24; Ephesians 2:8. 

 

Divine grace is the great element of saving power; without it all human effort is unavailing.ð 
Gospel Workers, 70:1. 

 

7. What does it mean to be "under grace"? 

 

It means to be under the favour of God, His mercy, His pardon. This is made possible by being 

"justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus." Romans 3:24. 

 

8. When we have come "under grace" or have God's favour, can we sin? 

Yes, we can (1 John 2:1), but God does not so design it. Paul says emphatically, "God forbid 

[that we should choose to sin]." Romans 6:15. 

 

9. Contrast sin and its results with Godôs Gift ïEternal life:  
 

a) ñSin is the transgression of the Law. 1 
John 3:4 

 

b) The wages of sin is death. Romans 6:23. 

Satanôs pay is unrelentingly sure. 

a) Grace is unmerited favour from God ï 

Right-doing by the indwelling Christ. 

Colossians 1:27 

b) ñ The gift of God is eternal life Through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.ò Romans 6:23 
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10. Does faith make void the law of God? Romans 3:31 

 

Think 

1. Man is responsible for receiving or rejecting sacred and eternal truth. The Spirit of God is 

continually convicting, and souls are deciding for or against the truth. How important, then, that 

every act of life be such that it need not be repented of, especially among the ambassadors of 

Christ, who are acting in His stead!ðGospel Workers, 174:4. 

 

2. All who receive Christ as a personal Saviour are to demonstrate the truth of the gospel and its 

saving power upon the life. God makes no requirement without making provision for its 

fulfilment. Through the grace of Christ we may accomplish everything that God requires. All the 

riches of heaven are to be revealed through God's people.ðChrist's Object Lessons, 301:2. 

 

3. There is no limit to the usefulness of one who, putting self aside, makes room for the working 

of the Holy Spirit upon his heart, and lives a life wholly consecrated to God. All who consecrate 

body, soul, and spirit to His service will be constantly receiving a new endowment of physical, 

mental, and spiritual power. The inexhaustible supplies of heaven are at their command.ðThe 

Ministry of Healing, 159:4. 

 

 

Texts to Remember 

Romans 3:31 

Romans 8:1 

Titus 2:11 

Romans 6:14 

Ephesians 2:8 
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LESSON 50 LAW AND GRACE - SUMMARY OF UNIT 7  

Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under 

the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty 

before God. For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God. 

Romans 3:19, 23. 
 

The badge of Christianity  is not an outward sign, not the wearing of a cross or a crown, 

but it is that which reveals the union of man with God. By the power of His grace 

manifested in the transformation of character the world  is to be convinced that God has 

sent His Son as its Redeemer. No other influence that can surround the human soul has 

such power as the influence of an unselfish life. The strongest argument in favour of the 
gospel is a loving and lovable Christian.ðThe Ministry of Healing, 470:1. 

 

The Two Laws 

1. Name the two laws here referred to. Be specific. 

2. List the ways in which these two laws differ. 

3. What is the purpose of these two laws? 

4. Show the confusion involved when the texts regarding the two laws are mixed. 

 

Jesus and the Ceremonial Law 

1. Define the "ceremonial law." 

2. Make a list of items in the ceremonial law which represented Christ. 

3. How does the ceremonial system reveal the harmony between faith and law? 

4. Show that to nail the Ten Commandment law to the cross would be a contradiction, or negation, of 

the plan of salvation. 

 

The Two Covenants 

1. Define the term "covenant." 

2. Explain how the new covenant was older than the old covenant. 

3. Know several similarities and dissimilarities of the two covenants. 

4. How is the new covenant better than the old covenant? 

 

The "new covenant" was established upon "better promises"ðthe promise of forgiveness of sins, and 

of the grace of God to renew the heart.ðPatriarchs and Prophets, 372: 1. 

 

Not Under the Law, but Under Grace 

1. Define "grace." 

2. With respect to law and grace, against what two errors should we guard? 

3. What is the purpose of the law? Of grace? Is law found only in the Old Testament and grace only 

in the New Testament? 
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UNIT 8 - JESUS REVEALED IN THE BOOK OF DANIEL  

 

 
The second coming of Christ is the great hope of the church, the grand climax of 

the gospel and plan of salvation. His coming will be literal, personal, and visible. 

Many important  events will  be associated with  His return,  such as the resurrection 

of the dead, the destruction of the wicked, the purification  of the earth, the reward 

of the righteous, and the establishment of His everlasting kingdom. The almost 

complete fulfilment of various lines of prophecy, particularly those found in the 

books of Daniel and the Revelation, with  existing conditions in the physical, social, 

industrial, political, and religious worlds, indicates that Christ's coming "is near, 

even at the doors." Matthew 24:33. The exact time of that event has not been 

foretold. Believers are exhorted to be ready, for "in such an hour as ye think not 

the Son of man" (Matthew 24:44) will be revealed. 
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LESSON 51 - DARE TO BE A DANIEL  

But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of 

the king's meat, nor with the wine which he drank: therefore he requested of the 

prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself. 

Daniel 1:8. 
 

Daniel 1, 3, 6 and Prophets and Kings, 479:1 to 490:2; 503:1 to 513:1; 539:1 to 548:2. 
 

Among the children of Israel who were carried captive to Babylon at the beginning of 

the seventy years' captivity were Christian patriots, men who were as true as steel to 

principle, who would not be corrupted by selfishness, but who would honour God at the 

loss of all things. In  the land of their  captivity  these men were to carry  out God's purpose 

by giving to heathen nations the blessings that come through a knowledge of Jehovah. 

They were to be His representatives. Never were they to compromise with idolaters; 

their faith and their name as worshipers of the living God they were to bear as a high 

honour. And this they did. In prosperity and adversity they honoured God; and God 

honoured them. ð Prophets and Kings, 479:1. 

 

A Decisive Test 
 

1. What instructions did the king give Ashpenaz, the master of his servants, regarding "certain 

of the children of Israel"? Daniel 1:3, 4. 

 

2. What four  young men are mentioned as among the captives in the land of Babylon who were 

to receive this special training? Daniel 1:6. 

 

Among those who maintained their allegiance to God were Daniel and his three companions,ð 

illustrious examples of what men may become who unite with the God of wisdom and power. From 

the comparative simplicity of their Jewish home, these youth of royal line were taken to the most 

magnificent of cities, and into the court of the world's greatest monarch. Seeing in these youth the 

promise of remarkable ability, Nebuchadnezzar determined that they should be trained to fill 

important positions in his kingdom. That they might be fully qualified for their lifework, he arranged 

for them to learn the language of the Chaldeans, and for three years to be granted the unusual 

educational advantages afforded princes of the realm. ðProphets and Kings, 480:1, 2. 

 

3. From the experience of these young men, as recorded in chapter 1, how is the importance of 

being faithful in the seemingly little things of life emphasized? 

 

True success in any line of work is not the result of chance or accident or destiny. It is the outworking 

of God's providences, the reward of faith and discretion, of virtue and perseverance. Fine mental 

qualities and a high moral tone are not the result of accident. God gives opportunities; success depends 

upon the use made of them. To make God's grace our own, we must act our part. His grace is given 

to work in us to will and to do, but never as a substitute for our effort. How did they become fitted for 

a position of so great trust and honour? It was faithfulness in little things that gave complexion to their 

whole life. They honoured God in the smallest duties, as well as in the larger responsibilities.ð 
Prophets and Kings, 486:2 to 487:2. 
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Rewarded for Faithfulness 
 

4. What did Nebuchadnezzar put up in the "plain of Dura" and who were called to its 
dedication? Daniel 3:1, 2. 

 

5. What proclamation was made to all those who had assembled? Daniel 3:3-7. 

 

6. By whom were the three Hebrews accused, and what was the charge against them? Daniel 

3:8, 12. 

 

7. Is there any evidence from the record given, that the three Hebrews were afraid  of the king's 
wrath or of the punishment awaiting them? Daniel 3:13-18. 

Like the three faithful Hebrew youth, we must put God above friends or position. 

8. Relate what took place, pointing out particularly how they were honoured for their 

faithfulness. Daniel 3:19-27. 

 

But the Lord did not forget His own. As His witnesses were cast into the furnace, the Saviour revealed 

Himself to them in person, and together they walked in the midst of the fire. In the presence of the 

Lord of heat and cold, the flames lost their power to consume. ðProphets and Kings, 508: 3. 

 

9. How did Nebuchadnezzar know what the Son of God was like? Daniel 3:25. 
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The Hebrew captives filling  positions of trust in Babylon had in life and character represented before 

him the truth. When asked for a reason of their faith, they had given it without hesitation. Plainly and 

simply they had presented the principles of righteousness, thus teaching those around them of the God 

whom they worshiped. They had told of Christ, the Redeemer to come; and in the form of the fourth 

in the midst of the fire the king recognized the Son of God.ðProphets and Kings, 509:2. 

 

10. Was it right for the king to make a decree demanding that his subjects reverence the God 
of the Hebrews? Daniel 3:28, 29. 

It was right for the king to make public confession, and to seek to exalt the God of heaven above all 

other gods; but in endeavouring to force his subjects to make a similar confession of faith and to show 

similar reverence, Nebuchadnezzar was exceeding his right as a temporal sovereign. He had no more 

right, either civil or moral, to threaten men with death for not worshiping God, than he had to make 

the decree consigning to the flames all who refused to worship the golden image. God never compels 

the obedience of man. He leaves all free to choose whom they will  serve.ðProphets and Kings, 510:4. 

 

Daniel in the Lions' Den 

 

11. To what position was Daniel promoted following the overthrow of Babylon by Medo-Persia? 

Daniel 6:1-3. 
 

12. How only could the jealous princes find any occasion against Daniel? Daniel 6:4, 5. 

 

13. Relate the story as recorded in Daniel 6:6-28. 

 

14. What lesson may we learn from Daniel's deliverance? 

The wicked opposition to God's servant was now completely broken. From the story of Daniel's 

deliverance, we may learn that in seasons of trial and gloom, God's children should be just what they 

were when their prospects were bright with hope and their surroundings all that they could desire. 

Daniel in the lions' den was the same Daniel who stood before the king as chief among the ministers 

of state and as a prophet of the Most High. A man whose heart is stayed upon God will be the same 

in the hour of his greatest trial as he is in prosperity, when the light and favour of God and of man 

beam upon him. Faith reaches to the unseen, and grasps eternal realities. Prophets and Kings, 545:1, 2. 

 

Stop to Consider 

1. The approval of God was dearer to him [Daniel] than the favour of the most powerful earthly 

potentateðdearer than life itself.ðProphets and Kings, 483:1. 

 

2. If one sin is cherished in the soul, or one wrong practice retained in the life, the whole being is 

contaminated. The man becomes an instrument of unrighteousness.ð 
The Desire of Ages, 313: 1. 

 

3. One wrong trait of character, one sinful desire, persistently cherished, will  eventually neutralize all 

the power of the gospel. ð Steps to Christ, 38:3. 

 

4. Everyone that will submit to be ransomed, Christ will rescue from the pit of corruption, and from 

the briers of sin.ðChrist's Object Lessons, 188:2. 
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5. In the work of redemption there is no compulsion. No external force is employed. Under the 

influence of the Spirit of God, man is left free to choose whom he will  serve. In the change that takes 

place when the soul surrenders to Christ, there is the highest sense of freedom. The expulsion of sin 

is the act of the soul itself.ðThe Desire of Ages, 466:4. 

 

Texts to Be Remembered 
 

Daniel 1:8 

Daniel 3:17, 18 

Daniel 6:5 

 

Define or Identify 

 
Discretion 

Compromise 

Pulse as food 

Integrity 

Defile 
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LESSON 52 - THE MINISTRY OF PROPHETS  

 
Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but He revealeth His secret unto His servants 

the prophets. Amos 3:7. 
 

It was Christ that spoke to His people through the prophets. The apostle Peter, writing 

to the Christian church, says that the prophets "prophesied of the grace that should 

come unto you, searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was 

in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory 

that should follow." 1 Peter 1:10, 11. It is the voice of Christ that speaks to us through 

the Old Testament. "The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy." 

Revelation 19:10.ðPatriarchs and Prophets, 366:3. 

 

The Prophet and His Work 
 

1. What were prophets called in olden times? 

 

a. Seers. 1 Samuel 9:9. 

b. Prophets. Jeremiah 7:25. 

c. The Lord's messenger. Haggai 1:13. 

d. The voice. John 1:23. 

 

2. What was the work of prophet? 

 

a. To denounce sin in high places. 1 Kings 21:17-22. 

b. To reveal secret plans of the enemy. 2 Kings 6:8-12. 

c. To be a spokesman for God (1 Kings 22:13, 14). Jeremiah 1:7. 

d. To pronounce judgment. Jeremiah 34:8-17. 

e. To promise deliverance from enemies. Jeremiah 39:15-18. 

f. To be a watchman. Ezekiel 3:17. 

g. To foretell the future. Daniel 2:28. 

h. To lead the people of God. Hosea 12:13. 

 

Evidences of a True Prophet 
 

3. How is a true prophet recognized? 

 

a. His message agrees with the law of God and the testimony of the other prophets. Isa. 8:20. 

b. His predictions come to pass. Ezekiel 12:25. 

c. "By their fruits ye shall know them." Matthew 7:20. 

d. The spirit of Christ is in him. 1 Peter 1:10, 11. 

e. He lives a holy life. 2 Peter 1:21. 

f. He acknowledges that Jesus "is come in the flesh." 1 John 4:1, 2. 
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4. Name four women who had the gift of prophecy in Old Testament times. 

 

a. Miriam. Exodus 15:20. 

b. Deborah. Judges 4:4. 

c. Huldah. 2 Kings 22:14. 

d. Noadiah. Nehemiah 6:14. 

 

Prophecy in the Christian Church 
 

5. Who were some in the New Testament, other than the apostles and Paul, who had the gift of 

prophecy? 

 

a. Anna. Luke 2:36. 

b. Agabus. Acts 11:27, 28. 

c. Judasð Acts 15:32 

d. Silasð Acts 15:32 

 

6. In Ephesians 4:8, we read that "He [Jesus] gave gifts unto men." 

 

7. What five gifts were named by Paul as being bestowed on the church? Ephesians 4:11. 

 

8. What provision has God made to protect His faithful  people against the wrath of Satan in the 
last days? - Revelation 12:17; 19:10, last part. 

 

Stop to Consider 

1. From the earliest times, prophets had been recognized as teachers divinely appointed. In the highest 

sense the prophet was one who spoke by direct inspiration, communicating to the people the messages 

he had received from God. But the name was given also to those who, though not so directly inspired, 

were divinely called to instruct the people in the works and ways of God. For the training of such a 

class of teachers, Samuel, by the Lord's direction, established the schools of the prophets.ðEducation, 

46:1. 

 

2. Of special value to God's church on earth todayðthe keepers of His vineyardðare the messages 

of counsel and admonition given through the prophets who have made plain His eternal purpose in 

behalf of mankind.--Prophets and Kings, 22:1. 

 

3. Wherever he [Jeremiah] ministered, he met the people with the earnest plea, "Hear ye the words of 

this covenant" (Jeremiah 11:2), words which would bring them a full  understanding of God's purpose 

to extend to all nations a knowledge of saving truth.ð Prophets and Kings, 466:0. 

 

4. After the settlement in Canaan, the divine precepts were to be repeated daily in every home; they 

were to be written plainly upon the doorposts and gates, and spread upon memorial tablets. They were 

to be set to music, and chanted by young and old. Priests were to teach these holy precepts in public 

assemblies, and the rulers of the land were to make them their daily study. ð Prophets and Kings, 

464:2. 
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5. "Believe in the Lord your God, so shall ye be established; believe His prophets, so shall ye prosper." 
2 Chronicles 20:20. 

 
 

The word of God, when humbly and faithfully studied, will point the way to heaven. 

 
Texts to Be Remembered 

Amos 3:7 

Isaiah 8:20 

Revelation 12:17; 19:10 
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LESSON 53 - WORLD HISTORY FORETOLD  

And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall 

never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall 

break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever. 

Daniel 2:44. 

 
Editorôs Note: For a comprehensive study on Daniel, go to ñStudies in Danielò by Pastor 

Stephen Bohr by following the link below. 

https://secretsunsealed.org/studies-in-daniel-pdf-download/ 

 

In the history of nations the student of God's word may behold the literal fulfilment of 

divine prophecy. Babylon, shattered and broken at last, passed away because in 

prosperity its rulers had regarded themselves as independent of God, and had ascribed 

the glory of their  kingdom to human achievement. The Medo-Persian realm was visited 

by the wrath of Heaven because in it God's law had been trampled underfoot. The 

kingdoms that followed were even more base and corrupt;  and these sank lower and still 

lower in the scale of moral worth. The power exercised by every ruler on the earth is 

Heaven-imparted; and upon his use of the power thus bestowed, his success depends.ð 
Prophets and Kings, 501:3 to 502:1. 

 

The King Troubled 
 

1. Soon after Nebuchadnezzar became king of Babylon, what occurred that greatly disturbed 
his peace? Daniel 2:1. 

 

2. On whom did the king depend for counsel on such occasions? Daniel 2:2. 

 

3. Tell the story of what happened, as recorded in the Bible. Daniel 2:3-13. 

 

4. Was the king unreasonable in what he demanded of his wise men? 

 

Our God is, and he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. Daniel sought the Lord when the 

decree went forth to slay all the wise men of the kingdom of Babylon because they could not relate 

or interpret a dream which had gone from the king's mind. Nebuchadnezzar demanded not only the 

interpretation of the dream, but the relation of the dream itself. If the wise men would supply this, 

he would accept it as a proof of their claim as magicians and astrologers. The magicians were full of 

fear and trembling. They declared that the request of the king was something unreasonable, and the 

test beyond that which had ever been required of any man. The king became furious, and acted like 

all men who have great power and uncontrollable passions. He decided that every one of them 

should be put to death, and as Daniel and his fellows were numbered with the wise men, they also 

were to share this fate. This manner of action is what we may expect from men who are in high 

authority, and are controlled by unholy passion. {YI, November 22, 1894 par. 1} 

 

5. How did Daniel learn of the king's decree? Daniel 2:13-16. 

https://secretsunsealed.org/studies-in-daniel-pdf-download/
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6. When Daniel's request for  time had been granted by the king, what did he and his companions 
do? Daniel 2:17, 18. 

 
7. Read carefully Daniel's prayer of thanksgiving following God's revelation of the king's dream 
to him. Daniel 2:19-23. 

 

In the divine prophecy of Daniel 2 the outline of world history is plainly foretold. 

 
The Dream and Its Interpretation 

8. What was God's purpose in giving the king this dream? Daniel 2:29, 30. 

 

9. Describe clearly what the king saw in his dream. Daniel 2:31-35. 

 

10. Name the kingdoms represented by the different parts of the image. Daniel 2:36-40. 

 

11. What is the central theme of Daniel 2? 

Godôs control of history is revealed 

https://secretsunsealed.org/studies-in-daniel-pdf-download/ 

 

https://secretsunsealed.org/studies-in-daniel-pdf-download/
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12. After giving an interpretation of the dream, what did Daniel say about God's kingdom and 
when it would be established? Daniel 2:44, 45. 

 

13. What was Nebuchadnezzar's response? Daniel 2:46, 47. 

 

The king was convinced of the truth of the interpretation, and in humility and awe he "fell upon his 

face, and worshiped," saying, "Of a truth it is, that your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, 

and a revealer of secrets, seeing thou couldest reveal this secret." Daniel 2:47.ð 

Prophets and Kings, 499:2. 

 

14. How were Daniel and his three companions rewarded by the king? Daniel 2:48, 49. 

 

Stop to Consider 

1. In the annals of human history the growth of nations, the rise and fall of empires, appear as 

dependent on the will and prowess of man. The shaping of events seems, to a great degree, to be 

determined by his power, ambition, or caprice, but in the word of God the curtain is drawn aside, and 

we behold, behind, above, and through all the play and counter play of human interests and power 

and passions, the agencies of the All -merciful One, silently, patiently working out the counsels of His 

own will.ðEducation, 173:2. 

 

2. To understand these thingsðto understand that "righteousness exalteth a nation;" that "the throne 

is established by righteousness," and "upholden by mercy" (Proverbs 14:34; 16:12; 20:28); to 

recognize the outworking of these principles in the manifestation of His power who "removeth kings, 

and setteth up kings" (Daniel 2: 21)ðthis is to understand the philosophy of historyðEducation, 175:1. 

 

3. While the nations rejected God's principles, and in this rejection wrought their own ruin, it was still 

manifest that the divine, overruling purpose was working through all their movementsðEducation, 

177:1. 

 

4. The history which the great I AM has marked out in His word, uniting link after link in the prophetic 

chain, from eternity in the past to eternity in the future, tells us where we are today in the procession 

of the ages, and what may be expected in the time to come. All  that prophecy has foretold as coming 

to pass, until the present time, has been traced on the pages of history, and we may be assured that all 

which is yet to come will be fulfilled in its orderðEducation, 178:3. 
 

Texts to Be Remembered 
Daniel 2:1-23 

Daniel 2:29, 30 

Daniel 2:44, 45 

 

Define or Identify: 
Dream 

History 

Magician 

Prediction 

Sorcerer 
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Daniel saw a great metallic image, and he was told it represented the great empires 

of Bible prophecy. 
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LESSON 54 - THE FOUR GREAT BEASTS OF DANIEL 7  

Daniel 7 and The Great Prophecies of Daniel and Revelation by Pastor Stephen Bohr 

 
Editorôs Note: For a more comprehensive study on Daniel, go to ñThe Great Prophecies of 

Daniel and Revelationò By Pastor Stephen Bohr by following the link below. 

https://secretsunsealed.org/the-great-prophecies-of-daniel-revelation-pdf-download/ 
 

From the rise and fall  of nations as made plain in the books of Daniel and the Revelation, 

we need to learn how worthless is mere outward and worldly  glory. Babylon, with  all its 

power and magnificence, the like of which our world  has never since beheldðpower and 

magnificence which to the people of that day seemed so stable and enduringðhow 

completely has it  passed away! As "the  flower of the grass" (James 1:10), it  has perished. 

So perished the Medo-Persian kingdom, and the kingdoms of Grecia and Rome. And so 

perishes all that has not God for its foundation. Only that which is bound up with His 

purpose, and expresses His character, can endure. His principles are the only steadfast 

things our world knows.ð Prophets and Kings, 548:1. 

 

Daniel's Dream 

1. At what year was Daniel's dream given to him? Daniel 7:1. 

 

2. What did the prophet see in the night vision? Daniel 7:2-14. 

 

3. How did what Daniel saw affect him?   Daniel 7:15. 

 

4. Who gave Daniel an interpretation of the vision he had had? Daniel 7:16. 

The angel who made this explanation was no doubt Gabriel. 

 

The Interpretation 
 

5. What do the wind and the sea represent in prophecy? Daniel 7:2, 3. 

The great kingdoms that have ruled the world were presented to the prophet Daniel as beasts of prey, 

rising when the "four winds of the heaven strove upon the great sea." Daniel 7:2. In Revelation 17, 

an angel explained that waters represent "peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues." 

Revelation 17:15. Winds are a symbol of strife. The four winds of heaven striving upon the great 

sea, represent the terrible scenes of conquest and revolution by which kingdoms have attained to 

power.ðThe Great Controversy, 439:3.7. 

https://secretsunsealed.org/the-great-prophecies-of-daniel-revelation-pdf-download/
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1. Lion symbolized Babylon 2. The Bear represented Medo-Persia 

 

 

3. The Leopard Beast Greece 4. The terrible beast was Rome. 
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6. What parallels exist between Daniel 2 and Daniel 7? 
 

Daniel 2 

a. Vision given to Nebuchadnezzar. 
b. Interpreted by Danielshown to him in vision. 

c. Four kingdoms, symbolized metallic image. 

d. Kingdom of God set up, and "shall stand 

forever." Daniel 2:44. 

e. Head of goldðBabylon. 

f. Breast of silverðMedo-Persia. 

g. Belly and thighs of brassð Grecia. 

h. Legs of ironðRome. 

I. Feet of iron and clayðnations of Europe. 

j. God sets up a kingdom 

Daniel 7 

a. Vision given to Daniel. 
b. Interpreted by an angel. 

c. Four kingdoms, symbolized by beasts. 

d. Kingdom of the saints is set up ð"an 

everlasting kingdom." Daniel 7:27. 

e. LionðBabylon 

f. BearðMedo-Persia 

g. LeopardðGrecia 

h. Terrible beastðRome 

I: Ten horns ï nations of Europe 

j. Saints of the Most High take the kingdom 

 

7. In the light of the similarity of chapters 2 and 7 of Daniel, it would be correct to assume that 

the four kingdoms of Daniel 7 are the same four kingdoms of the second chapter. Also, in each 

vision, the climax of the kingdoms of earth comes with the setting up of God's kingdom, the 

others having passed away. 

 
8. The four kingdoms in history:  

 

Lion ð Babylon, 605 B.C.to 539 B.C. 

Bear ð Medo-Persia, 539 B.0 to 331 B.C. 

LeopardðGrecia, 331 B.C.to 168 
"Dreadful and terrible beast" ð Rome-168 B.C. to A.D. 476. 

 

9. What kingdom follows these four? Daniel 7:26, 27. 

 

10. What event marks the ushering in of Godôs kingdom? Matthew 25:31 

 

But the full establishment of the kingdom of His glory will not take place until the second coming 

of Christ to this world. "The kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the 

whole heaven," is to be given to "the people of the saints of the Most High." They shall inherit the 

kingdom prepared for them "from the foundation of the world." Daniel 7:27; Matthew 25:34. And 

Christ will take to Himself His great power and will reign.ðThoughts From the Mount of Blessing, 

159: 3. 

Texts to Be Remembered 
Daniel 7:2-14 
Daniel 7:17 

 
Define or Identify 

Horns 

Sea 

Winds 

Wings 
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The forces of error have endeavored to hold sway by the use of dungeon and sword. 
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Stop to Consider: 
 

Look for the waymarks 

 

Look for the waymarks as you journey on,  

Look for the waymarks, passing one by one; 

Down through the ages, past the kingdoms four- 

Where are we standing? Look the waymarks oôer. 

 

First the Assyrian kingdom ruled the world, 

Then Medo ï Persiaôs banners were unfuried; 

And after Greece held universal sway, 

Rome seized the sceptre ï where are we today? 

 

Down in the feet of iron and of clay, 

Weal and divided, soon to pass away; 

What will the next great, glorious drama be? 

Christ and His coming, and eternity. 
 

Look for the waymarks, the great prophetic waymarks, 

Down through the ages, past the kingdoms four. 

Look for the waymarks, the great prophetic waymarks; 

The journeyôs almost oôer. ï F.E Belden. 
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LESSON 55 - THE LITTLE HORN  

Man's Attempt to Change God's Law 

And he shall speak great words against the Most High, and shall wear out the saints 

of the Most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his 

hand until a time and times and the dividing of time. Daniel 7:25. 
 

Through the setting up of a false sabbath, the enemy thought to change times and laws. 

But has he really succeeded in changing God's law? The words of the thirty -first  chapter 

of Exodus are the answer. He who is the same yesterday, today, and forever, has declared 

of the seventh-day Sabbath: "It is a sign between Me and you throughout your 

generations." "It is a sign forever." Exodus 31:13, 17. The changed signpost is pointing 

the wrong way, but God has not changed. He is still  the mighty God of Israel. And He is 

just as jealous for His law now as He was in the days of Ahab and Elijah.ðProphets and 

Kings, 184:3. 

 

Christ and the Law 

1. What did the prophet say Christ's attitude toward the law would be? Isaiah 42:21. 

 

2. In the Sermon on the Mount what did Christ say He had not come to do? Matt 5:17. 

 

3. Of what law is the Sabbath commandment a part? Exodus 20:8-11. 

 

4. How enduring did Christ declare the law to be? Matthew 5:18. 

 

The Antichrist and the Law of God 
 

5. What false ecclesiastical power did Paul say would arise in the church? 

2 Thessalonians 2:3, 4. 

 

6. What did Daniel, speaking of this same false system, say it would attempt to do? 

Daniel 7:25. 

 

7. To what power do these prophecies undoubtedly refer? 

 

These prophecies refer to the Roman Catholic Church. 

 

"Those priests [flaminesl of Babylon alone desire to reign, they cannot tolerate an equal, they will  not 

desist until they have trampled all things under their feet, and until they sit in the temple of God, and 

until they are exalted above all that is worshiped. 
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THE TEN COMMANDMENTS 
(Exodus 20:3-υȰɊ 

 
I  

Thou shalt have no other gods before Me. 

II  

Th ou shalt not  make  unto thee any  grav en  image,  or  any  likeness 
of any thing that is in heav en above, or that is in the earth beneath, 

or that is in the water mider the ea rth 
thyself to them, nor serve them : for 

thou shalt  not  bow  down 
I the Lord thy God am a 

), 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

,), 

 
 
 

i. 
), 

 

 

j ealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers  upon  the  childr en 
unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate II e ; arid 

showing mercy unto thousands of them that love 61 e, and keep diy 
commandments. 

 

 
Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy ΌÉ od in vain ;  for  the 

Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh 1(is name in vain. 

I V 

R enlember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou 
labor, and do all thy work : but the seventh day is  the Sabbath  of 
the Lord thy God : in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy  

son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy  maidservant,  nor 
thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates : for in six days 
the I ord made heaven arid earth, the sea, and all that in them is,  
and rested the seventh day : wheref ore the Lord blessed the Sab- 

bathday, and hallowed it. 

V 

(ÏÎ ÏÒ ÔÈÙ ÌÁÔÈÅȷ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÙ ÍÏÔÈÅÒ ȡ  ÔÈÁÔ  ÔÈÙ  ÄÁÙÓ ÍÁÙ  ÌÉÅ  ÌÏÎÇ ÕÐÏÎ 
the land which the Lord thy God giv eth thee. 

VI 

Thou  shalt  not kill.  
 

V I I 

Thou shalt riot commit adultery. 

VIII  

T hou  shal t  not steal. 

 
 

Thou shalt not bear Ialse witness against thy neiglibor. 

 

 
thy 

ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒȭÓ ×ÉÆ Åȟ ÎÏÔȬ ÈÉÓ man servant, iior liis rn aid servan I, nor his 
ox, nor lits ass, nor anything that iS thy ÒÉÅÉÇÌÉÂÏÒȭÓȢ 

 
. <  Ɇ ȢȢ    Ɇ ȢȢ    <..    <.- .     Ɇ     

S 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

j, 4ÈÏÕ ÓÈÁÌÔ  ÎÏÔ  ÔÁÌȶÅ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÅ ÏÆ  ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ thy God ,) 
in vain. ȵ 

III  °! 

2ÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÔÈÏÕ ÌȶÅÅÐ ÈÏÌÙ ÔÈÅ 3ÁÂÂÁÔÈ ÎÁÙȢ 

IV 

Honor thy father and thy mother. 

V 

Thou shalt  not kill. 

VI 

Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

VII 

Thou  shalt  not steal. 

J, VIII 

, Thou shalt not bear false witness 
], neighbor. 

΄ȭȭ IX 

against thy ), 

lr  

' Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's wife. 

!r X 
,1, Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's goods. 

ɕ 3ÕÃÈ  ÁÓ  +ÅÅÎÁÎȭÓ  ÁÎÄ  #ÉÅÉÅÒÒÎÁÎÔÉȭÓ   ÉÎ  %ÎÇÌish.   Thc  two  vcrn acu- 
la r ca tec liisnos li cre q uoted .inil ma ny inorc like them,  bear  the  

irnpri mat ur  of  bishops  of  the  Ch urch  and  are  used  for   teach ing 
the  laity. 

 
<..  <m  ..   =.   ' . ..    ȶ .-.w..w..=   . .w..w..w..= .> 

)p As Ab bre mat rd to V erm cuter Roman C ct holic Cut schisms * 
He shall thin k h imself able to change times and laws.ò 

Daniel 7 : 25 , D ouay Ver sion. 

ȰΕ΄Ñ I am   the   Lord  thy  God. Thou shalt not have 
strange gods before Me. 
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He who is servant of servants, desires to be Lord of lords, just as if he were God. He speaks great 

things as if he were truly God. He ponders new counsels under his breast, in order that he may 

establish his own rule for himself, he changes laws, he ordains his own laws, he corrupts, he plunders, 

he pillages, he defrauds, he kills ðthat incorrigible man (whom they are accustomed to call 

Antichrist) on whose forehead an inscription of insult is written: 'I am God, I cannot err.' He sits in 

the temple of God, and has dominion far and wide. But as it is in the secrets of the holy writings, let 

him that readeth understand: the learned will understand, all the wicked will act wickedly, neither will 

they understand." (Translated from Ioannes Aventinus, Annales Boirum Libri  Septem, 684.) The 

significance of Eberhard's expression should not be lostðthat men were "accustomed" in his day [his 

speech was made A.D. 1240], to call the pope "Antichrist." He was but voicing dramatically what had 

become a wide-spread conviction and open declaration.ðLeRoy E. Froom, The Prophetic Faith of Our 

Fathers, vol. 1, 800:2, 3. 

 

8. Luther believed that the king in Daniel 11:36 referred to the pope. 

 

"Here the pope is clearly pictured, who in all his decrees shouts impudently that all the churches and 

thrones will be judged by him, but he cannot be judged by anyone."ðLeRoy E. Froom, The Prophetic 

Faith of Our Fathers, vol. 2, 270:5. 
 
 

God's eternal Ten Commandments have been tampered with by defilers of heaven. 
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9. At what church council did the bishops make Sunday a weekly rest day? 

 

At the council of Laodicea the bishops made Sunday a weekly rest day. Can. 29. Christians shall not 

Judaize and be idle on Saturday, but shall work on that day; but the Lord's day they shall especially 

honour, and, as being Christians, shall, if  possible, do no work on that day. If, however, they are found 

Judaizing, they shall be shut out from Christ ðCharles Joseph Hefele, A History of the Councils of 

the Church, vol. 2, 316:1. It is best, with Remi Ceillier, Tillemont, and others, to place the meeting of 

the Synod of Laodicea generally somewhere between the years 343 and 381, and to give up the 

attempt to discover a more exact date.ðCharles Joseph Hefele, A History of the Councils of the Church, 

vol. 2, 298:1. 

 

10. What is the first recorded recognition of Sunday as a legal rest day? 

 

The earliest recognition of the observance of Sunday as a legal duty is a constitution of Constantine 

in 321 A.D., enacting that all courts of justice, inhabitants of towns, and workshops were to be at rest 

on Sunday (venerabili die solis), with an exception in favour of those engaged in agricultural 

labour.ð The Encyclopaedia Britannica, 11th ed., art. "Sunday," vol. 26, 95:1. 

 

11. Does the papacy acknowledge changing the Sabbath? 

 

It hath pleased the Church of God in her wisdom, that the religious celebration of the Sabbath day 

should be transferred to the Lord's day.ðTheodore Alois Buckley, The Catechism of the Council of Trent, 

398:3. 

 

Q. How prove you that the Church hath power to command feasts and holydays? 

 

A. By the very act of changing the Sabbath into Sunday, which Protestants allow of; and 

therefore they fondly contradict themselves, by keeping Sunday strictly, and breaking most other 

feasts commanded by the same Church. ðHenry Tuberville, An Abridgement of the Christian Doctrine 

(1833 approbation), 58. (See Bible Readings for the Home, 435.) 

 

Q. Have you any other way of proving that the Church has power to institute festivals of 

precept? 

 

A. Had she not such power, she could not have done that in which all modern religionists agree 

with her;ðshe could not have substituted the observance of Sunday the first day of the week, 

for the observance of Saturday the seventh day, a change for which there is no Scriptural 
authority .ðStephen Keenan, A Doctrinal Catechism, 3d American ed., 174:4, 5. 

 
The Catholic Church, by virtue of her Divine mission, changed the day from Saturday to 

Sunday.ðCatholic Mirror (Official organ of Cardinal Gibbons), Sept. 23, 1893. 

 

12. What other change did the Catholic Church attempt to make in the law of God? 

 

Ten precepts embodying the revealed expression of the Creator's will  in relation to man's whole duty 

to God and to his fellow creatures Christ resumed these Commandments in the double precept of 

charityðlove of God and of the neighbour; He proclaimed them as binding under the New Law in 

Matthew 19 and in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5). The church, on the other hand, after 

changing the day of rest from the Jewish Sabbath, or seventh day of the week, to the first, made the 
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Third Commandment refer to Sunday as the day to be kept holy as the Lord's Day.ð The Catholic 

Encyclopedia, art. "Commandments of God," vol. 4, 153. 

 

13. What further testimony does the Catholic Church give as to the sanctity of the Sabbath? 

 

Ques. Which is the Sabbath day? 

 

Ans. Saturday is the Sabbath day. 

 

Ques. Why do we observe Sunday instead of Saturday? 

 

Ans. We observe Sunday instead of Saturday because the Catholic Church, in the Council of 

Laodicea (A.D. 336) transferred the solemnity from Saturday to Sunday.ðPeter Geiermann, The 

Convert's Catechism of Catholic Doctrine, 1923 ed., 50:1-4. 

 

14. How does this same church confess that the Bible says nothing regarding the sanctity of 

Sunday? 

 

Now the Scriptures alone do not contain all the truths which a Christian is bound to believe, nor do 

they explicitly enjoin all the duties which he is obliged to practice. Not to mention other examples, is 

not every Christian obliged to sanctify Sunday and to abstain on that day from unnecessary servile 

work? Is not the observance of this law among the most prominent of our sacred duties? But you may 

read the Bible from Genesis to Revelation, and you will not find a single line authorizing the 

sanctification of Sunday. The Scriptures enforce the religious observance of Saturday, a day 

which we never sanctify.ðJames Cardinal Gibbons, Faith of Our Fathers, 76th ed., 86:1. 

 

15. What does this church say regarding "tradition"?  

 

Like two sacred rivers flowing from Paradise, the Holy Bible and Divine Tradition, both contain the 

Word of God, both are full  of the precious jewels of revealed truths. Though these two divine streams 

are in themselves, on account of their divine origin, of equal sacredness, and are both full  of revealed 

truths, still, of the two, Tradition is to us more clear and safe.ðJoseph Faa di Bruno, Catholic Belief, 5th 

ed., 21:2, 3. 

 

16. To what conclusion do church historians come regarding the origin of Sunday observance? 

 

The Festival of Sunday, like all other festivals, was always only a human ordinance, and it was far 

from the intentions of the apostles to establish a divine command in this respect, far from them, and 

from the early apostolic church, to transfer the laws of the Sabbath to Sunday.ðAugust Neander, The 

History of the Christian Religion and Church, trans. by Henry John Rose, p. 186. (Source Book for Bible 

Students, 510.) 

 

17. What question, asked by Elijah, should be carefully considered by every individual living 
today? 1 Kings 18:21. 



190 

 

 

Stop to Consider 

1. "Howbeit in vain do they worship Me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men. For laying 

aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men." Mark 7:7, 8. 

 

2. "But Peter and John answered and said unto them, Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken 

unto you more than unto God, judge ye. For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and 

heard." Acts 4:19, 20. 

 

3. "We ought to obey God rather than men." Acts 5:29. 

4. Truth is no more desired by the majority today than it was by the papists who opposed Luther. 

There is the same disposition to accept the theories and traditions of men instead of the word of God 

as in former agesðThe Great Controversy, 144:0. 

 

5. The ground of complaint was His [Jesus'] disregard of the traditional precepts that encumbered the 

law of God. These were professedly designed to guard the observance of the law, but they were 

regarded as more sacred than the law itself. When they came in collision with the commandments 

given from Sinai, preference was given to the rabbinical precepts.ðThe Desire of Ages, 395:2. 

 

6. The substitution of the precepts of men for the commandments of God has not ceased. Men cling 

to their traditions, and revere their customs, and cherish hatred against those who seek to show them 

their error. In this day, when we are bidden to call attention to the commandments of God and the 

faith of Jesus, we see the same enmity as was manifested in the days of Christ.ðThe Desire of Ages, 

398:3. 
 

Texts to Be Remembered 

Exodus 31:3 

17 Daniel 7:25 

2 Thessalonians 2:3, 4 

1 Kings 18:21 Matthew 5:17, 18 

 

Define or Identify 

Anti 

Persecution 

Time 

Times 

Dividing of time 

Little horn 

Uproot 
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LESSON 56 - JESUS REVEALED IN THE BOOK OF DANIEL - 

SUMMARY OF UNIT 8  

The king answered unto Daniel, and said, Of a truth it is, that your God is a God of 

gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, seeing thou couldest reveal this 

secret. Daniel 2:47. 
 

What a lifework was that of these noble Hebrews [Joseph and Daniel]! As they bade 

farewell to their childhoods' home, how little did they dream of their high destiny! 

Faithful and steadfast, they yielded themselves to the divine guiding, so that through 

them God could fulfil His purpose. The same mighty truths that were revealed through 

these men, God desires to reveal through the youth and the children of today. The 

history of Joseph and Daniel is an illustration of what He will do for those who yield 

themselves to Him, and with the whole heart seek to accomplish His purpose. The 

greatest want of the world  is the want of menðmen who will  not be bought or sold; men 

who in their  inmost souls are true and honest; men who do not fear to call sin by its right 

name; men whose conscience is as true to duty as the needle to the pole; men who will 

stand for the right though the heavens fall. But such a character is not the result of 

accident; it  is not due to special favours or endowments of Providence. A noble character 

is the result of self-discipline, of the subjection of the lower to the higher natureðthe 

surrender of self for the service of love to God and man.ðEducation, 57:1-4. 

 

Dare to Be a Daniel 

1. In carrying out God's purpose, what were Daniel and his three companions to give to the other 

nations? 

2. Point out what it was in their lives that fitted them for positions of so great trust and honour. 

3. How was Nebuchadnezzar able to recognize the Son of God in the fiery furnace? 

4. What very important lesson may we learn from the story of Daniel's deliverance from the lions' 

den? 

 

The Ministry of Prophets 

1. Down through the ages, through what group of people has God spoken? 

2. Name the varied duties of a prophet as recorded in the Old Testament. 

3. Point out five evidences of a true prophet. 

4. Name four early Christians, other than the apostles, who had the gift of prophecy. 

 

World History Foretold 

1. What does the student of God's word see in the history of nations? 

2. From whom do earthly rulers receive their power, and upon what does their success depend? 

3. Relate Nebuchadnezzar's dream. 

4. Name in order the kingdoms represented in this dream, and give the dates for each. 

5. Paraphrase Daniel 2:44, 45. 
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The Four Great Beasts of Daniel 7 

1. What particular lesson do we need to learn from the study of Daniel and the Revelation? What only 

can endure? 

2. What are the only steadfast things our world knows? 

3. Point out the parallels that exist between Daniel 2 and 7. 

4. When will take place the full establishment of the "kingdom of glory"? 

 

The Little Horn 

1. Explain the following statement: "The changed signpost is pointing the wrong way, but God has 

not changed."ðProphets and Kings, 184:3. 

2. Of what is God just as jealous today as He was in the days of Ahab? 

3. State clearly the reasons for believing that Daniel 7:25 refers to the Roman Catholic Church. 

4. How early were men accustomed to call the pope "antichrist"? 

5. Show how Daniel 7:25; Revelation 12:6, 14; 13:5 refer to the same period of time. 
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UNIT 9 - JESUS IN THE SANCTUARY 

 

 
 

No prophetic period is given in the Bible to reach to the Second Advent, but the 

longest one, the 2300 days of Daniel 8:14, terminated in 1844, and brought us to 

an event called the cleansing of the sanctuary. The true sanctuary, of which the 

tabernacle on earth was a type, is the temple of God in heaven, of which Paul 

speaks in Hebrews 8 and onward, and of which the Lord  Jesus, as our great High 

Priest, is minister; and the priestly work of our Lord is the antitype of the work 

of the Jewish priests of the former dispensation; this heavenly sanctuary is the one 

to be cleansed at the end of the 2300 days of Daniel 8:14; its cleansing being, as in 

the type, a work of judgment, beginning with the entrance of Christ as the high 

priest upon the judgment phase of His ministry in the heavenly sanctuary 

foreshadowed in the earthly service of cleansing the sanctuary on the Day of 

Atonement. This work of judgment in the heavenly sanctuary began in 1844. Its 

completion will close human probation. 
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LESSON 57 - THE SANCTUARY IS WHERE GOD  DWELLS  

For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I 

dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, 

to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones. 

Isaiah 57:15. 

Editorôs Note: For a comprehensive study on the Sanctuary, follow link below for 

ñHis Way is in the Sanctuaryò By Pastor Stephen Bohr. 

https://secretsunsealed.org/his-way-is-in-the-sanctuary-pdf-download/ 

From eternal ages it was God's purpose that every created being, from the bright and 

holy seraph to man, should be a temple for  the indwelling of the Creator. Because of sin, 

humanity ceased to be a temple for  God. Darkened and defiled by evil, the heart of man 

no longer revealed the glory of the Divine One. But by the incarnation of the Son of God, 

the purpose of Heaven is fulfilled. God dwells in humanity, and through saving grace 

the heart of man becomes again His temple. God designed that the temple at Jerusalem 

should be a continual witness to the high destiny open to every soul. But the Jews had 

not understood the significance of the building they regarded with so much pride. They 

did not yield themselves as holy temples for the divine Spirit .ðThe Desire of Ages, 161:1. 

 

A Sanctuary 
 

1. What is a sanctuary? 

 

Any place considered as a dwelling place of Deity, or as occupied by the personal divine 

Presence.ðWebster. 

 

The question, What is the sanctuary? is clearly answered in the Scriptures. The term "sanctuary," as 

used in the Bible, refers, first, to the tabernacle built by Moses, as a pattern of heavenly things; and, 

secondly, to the "true tabernacle" in heaven, to which the earthly sanctuary pointed. The Great 

Controversy, 417:1. 

 

2. What is said of God's way? Psalms 68:24; 77:13. 

 

3. From where does strength come? Psalm 20: 2. 

 

4. What is God to His people? Isaiah 8:14; Ezekiel 11:16. 

 

5. Where was the psalmist drawn close to God? 

 

6. How does God want His sanctuary to be? Psalm 96:6; Isaiah 60: 13. 

 

It is interesting to note that "beauty of holiness" (Psalm 96:9) is translated in the margin of the King 

James Version of the Bible "in the glorious sanctuary;" in the margin of Psalm 29:2 the same 

expression is translated "in His glorious sanctuary." Psalm 96:6 seems to put the two together: 

https://secretsunsealed.org/his-way-is-in-the-sanctuary-pdf-download/
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"Strength and beauty are in His sanctuary." It is the beauty of holiness, a meek and quiet spirit, which 

is of value with God.ðThe Great Controversy, 566:3. 

 

The matchless splendour of the earthly tabernacle reflected to human vision the glories of that 

heavenly temple where Christ our forerunner ministers for us before the throne of God. The abiding 

place of the King of kings; that temple, filled with the glory of the eternal throne, where seraphim, its 

shining guardians, veil their faces in adoration, could find, in the most magnificent structure ever 

reared by human hands, but a faint reflection of its vastness and glory.ð The Great Controversy, 414:2. 

 

God's Throne a Sanctuary 

7. Where does God dwell? Isaiah 57:15. 

 

8. What has been the place of our sanctuary from the beginning? Jeremiah 17:12; Hebrews 1:8. 

 

9. By analogy, what does Paul declare the heavenly sanctuary to be? Hebrews 9:24. 

 

Paul declares the heavenly sanctuary to be "heaven itself." Hebrews 9:24. 

 

The heavenly temple, the abiding place of the King of kings, where "thousand thousands minister 

unto Him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stand before Him," that temple filled with the glory 

of the eternal throne, where seraphim, its shining guardians, veil their faces in adorationðno earthly 

structure could represent its vastness and its glory.ðPatriarchs and Prophets, 357:2. 

 

Sanctuaries or Temples in the Earth 

10. What does the apostle Paul say we are? 1 Corinthians 3:16, 17; 2 Corinthians 6:16-18. 

 

11. What did God ask the Israelites to make for Him in the wilderness? Exodus 25:8. 

 

12. When was the tabernacle set up, and what happened when they had finished setting it up? 

Exodus 40:2, 33-35. 

 

13. What conversation took place between King David and the prophet Nathan when David 
wanted to build a house for the Lord? 2 Samuel 7:2, 3. 

 

14. But who did God say would build a house for  Him? 2 Samuel 7:4-17. 

 

The tabernacle built in the wilderness had served the children of Israel for many years. But David felt 

that it was not fitting that God's worship should be carried on in a tent when the children of Israel no 

longer dwelt in tents. He wanted to build a temple for God, but had been denied the privilege of 

building it. He had been a man of war, and God wanted Solomon, who was to be a man of peace, to 

build the temple. Solomon built it according to the plans drawn up by David. This temple was a 

beautiful structure, and the Jews were proud of it. It was destroyed at the time of the Babylonian 

captivity. Then Zerubbabel rebuilt it, and Herod spent some forty-six years in beautifying it. This 

latter building was destroyed when the Romans under Titus took Jerusalem in the year A.D.70. It has 

never been rebuilt. 
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In His suffering and death Jesus learned how to be a merciful, faithful High Priest. 
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The Church a Sanctuary 

15. What name was given to the body of Christ's followers? Matthew 16:18; Acts 2:47. 

 

16. Upon what is this church built? Matthew 16:16; Ephesians 2:20-22. 

 

17. What does the apostle Peter call it? 1 Peter 2:4-10. 

 

18. Where are the names of the true members written? Revelation 3:5; 21:27. 

 

19. What does Christ, who loves the church, desire it to be? Ephesians 5:25-27. 

 

During ages of spiritual darkness, the church of God has been as a city set on a hill.  From age to age, 

through successive generations, the pure doctrines of heaven have been unfolding within its borders. 

Enfeebled and defective as it may appear, the church is the one object upon which God bestows in a 

special sense His supreme regard. It is the theatre of His grace, in which He delights to reveal His 

power to transform hearts.ðThe Acts of the Apostles, 12:1. 

 

The church on earth, composed of those who are faithful and loyal to God, is the "true tabernacle" 

(Hebrews 8:2), whereof the Redeemer is the Minister. A holy tabernacle is built up of those who 

receive Christ as their personal Saviour Christ is the Minister of the true tabernacle, the High Priest 

of all who believe in Him as a personal Saviour.ðEG. White, Signs of the Times, Feb. 14, 1900. 

 

Beautiful Things to Remember 

1. A sanctuary is where the divine Presence dwells, and any place God is, is holy. 

 

a. To Adam and Eve the Garden of Eden was a sanctuary. After their fall, they used to meet God at 

the angel guarded gate of the garden. 

 

b. Abel met Him at the altar, where fire from heaven devoured his sacrifice of faith. 

 

c. Enoch met Him in a place of retirement, where he could talk with God. Enoch's heart was upon 

eternal treasures. He had looked upon the celestial city. He had seen the King in His glory in the midst 

of Zion. His mind, his heart, his conversation, were in heaven.ðPatriarchs and Prophets, 87:2. 

 

d. Abraham met Him in the secret place of prayer and knew Him well. 

 

e. Jacob met Him at Bethel and declared, "Surely the Lord is in this place." Genesis 28:16. 

 

f. Moses communed with Him in the mountain fastnesses, and returned to the people, his face aglow 

with the reflection of the divine Presence. 

 

g. Prophets, priests, and kings met Him, and they considered the places where they met Him as sacred. 
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2. The tabernacle was built in the wilderness and later located at Shiloh. This was followed by a tent 

which David pitched for the ark for a short time. Then came the temple of Solomon, and that of 

Zerubbabel. This last one was more glorious than the former because the divine Son of God Himself 

taught in its courts. Herod's temple was Zerubbabel's temple beautified by forty-six years of work 

under the direction of Herod. 

 

3. The church of God on earth is His temple. 

 

4. The individual body is a temple of God if so be He dwells therein. 

 

5. Humility and reverence should characterize the deportment of all who come into the presence of 

God. God is greatly to be reverenced; all who truly realize His presence will bow in humility before 

Him, and, like Jacob beholding the vision of God, they will  cry out, "How dreadful is this place! this 

is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven." [Genesis 28:17.]ðPatriarchs and 

Prophets, 252: 1. 

 

 
Texts to Remember 

 
Exodus 25:8 

Isaiah 57:15 

1 Corinthians 3:16, 17 

 

Define or Identify 

 
Church 

Sanctuary 

Tabernacle 

Temple 

Throne 
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LESSON 58 - THE EARTHLY TABERNACLE  

Let them make Me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them. 

Exodus 25:8. 
 

Precious were the lessons taught to Israel during their sojourn at Sinai. This was a 

period of special training for the inheritance of Canaan. And their surroundings here 

were favourable for the accomplishing of God's purpose. On the summit of Sinai, 

overshadowing the plain where the people spread their tents, rested the pillar of cloud 

which had been the guide of their journey. A pillar of fire by night, it assured them of 

the divine protection; and while they were locked in slumber, the bread of heaven fell 

gently upon the encampment. On every hand, vast, rugged heights, in their solemn 

grandeur, spoke of eternal endurance and majesty. Man was made to feel his ignorance 

and weakness in the presence of Him who hath "weighed the mountains in scales, and 

the hills in a balance." Isaiah 40:12. Here, by the manifestation of His glory, God sought 

to impress Israel with  the holiness of His character and requirements, and the exceeding 

guilt of transgression. But the people were slow to learn the lesson. Accustomed as they 

had been in Egypt to material representations of the Deity, and these of the most 

degrading nature, it was difficult for them to conceive of the existence or the character 

of the Unseen One. In  pity  for  their  weakness, God gave them a symbol of His presence. 

"Let them make Me a sanctuary," He said; "that I may dwell among them."  

Exodus 25:8. Education, 34:3 to 35:1. 

 

The Pattern for the Tabernacle 
 

1. Where did Moses receive the pattern for the making of the tabernacle? 

Exodus 25:9, 40; Acts. 7:44; Hebrews 8:5. 
 

2. Of what was the tabernacle a representation? Hebrews 8:1-5; 9:9, 23. 

 

The holy places made with hands were to be "figures of the true," "patterns of things in the heavens" 

(Hebrews 9:24, 23)ða miniature representation of the heavenly temple where Christ, our great High 

Priest, after offering His, life as a sacrifice, was to minister in the sinner's behalfðPatriarchs and 

Prophets, 343:2. 

 

The Tabernacle and Its Furnishings 
 

3. How long and how wide was the court that surrounded the tabernacle proper? 
Exodus 27:18. 

 

A common cubit was approximately one and a half feet, but the "sacred" or "royal" cubit used in the 

tabernacle was about twenty-two inches; so the court of the tabernacle would be about 90 x 180 feet 

 

4. A careful study of the boards and curtains prescribed for the tabernacle (Exodus 25 to 27) 

reveals that the tabernacle itself was ten cubits wide and thirty cubits longð"not more than fifty -five 

feet in length, and eighteen in breadth and height."ðPatriarchs and Prophets, 347:1. 
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It was divided by the "veil"  into two compartments (Exodus 26:33), the holy and the most holy places. 

It faced the east, and was situated in the court in such a way as to place the rear of the tabernacle and 

the north and south sides twenty cubits ðapproximately thirty-six feet ðfrom the curtains that 

enclosed the court. The most holy place was so located as to make the ark come exactly in the centre 

of the west half of the court. The altar of burnt offerings was in the exact centre of the east half of the 

court. As Christ's ministration was to consist of two great divisions, each occupying a period of time 

and having a distinctive place in the heavenly sanctuary, so the typical ministration consisted of two 

divisions, the daily and the yearly, and to each a department of the tabernacle was devoted.ðPatriarchs 

and Prophets, 357:3. 
 

Into the holy place the priest went daily to serve the people. Here were the altar of incense, the 
seven-branched candlestick, and the table of shewbread. 

 

5. What articles of furniture were in the court? Exodus 40:6, 7. 

 

6. What articles of furniture were in the holy place? Exodus 40:4, 5. 

 

7. What was in the most holy place of the sanctuary? Exodus 26:33, 34. 

 

8. Was there any meaning to the different pieces of furniture in the earthly sanctuary? 

 

Each article of furniture of the sanctuary, full of significance because of the part it played in the 

service of the sanctuary, represented some feature of the work of redemption: the altar of burnt 

offerings in the court represented Calvary, where Jesus gave His life for sinful man; the laver, halfway 

between the altar and the door of the sanctuary itself, symbolized the washing away of sin and the 

presence of the Innocent One; the golden candlestick, on the left as the sanctuary was entered, with 

its perfection number of lamps, represented Him who is the Light of the world; the table of shewbread 

was the container of a representation of that Bread which is come down from heaven; 
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When Israel camped at Sinai, God made a covenant with the nation, but it was disobeyed 
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the altar of incense symbolized the family altar, the secret place of prayer, or any other place where 

prayer is "wont to be made" (Acts 16:13); the ark of the covenant with the tables of the law inside, 

the mercy seat just above, and the covering cherubim with outstretched wings, represented the throne 

of God; and the Shekinah, that mysterious light hovering over the mercy seat between the covering 

cherubim, was the manifest presence of God Himself. He had said: "Let them make Me a sanctuary; 

that I may dwell among them." Exodus 25:8.ðLife and Times of the Old Testament, 183:1. 

 

9. What did the angels interwoven in the curtains of the tabernacle represent? 

Daniel 7:10; Hebrews 1:14. 
 

These [the curtains], like the inner covering, which formed the ceiling, were of the most gorgeous 

colours, blue, purple, and scarlet, beautifully arranged, while inwrought with threads of gold and 

silver were cherubim to represent the angelic host who are connected with the work of the heavenly 

sanctuary, and who are ministering spirits to the people of God on earthðPatriarchs and Prophets, 

347:2. (Note: The sanctuary was pitched in the centre of the camp of Israel) 

 

10. What are some of the names given this earthly tabernacle in the Bible? 

 

a. "The temple." 1 Corinthians 9:13. 

b. "A worldly sanctuary." Hebrews 9:1. 

c. "The first tabernacle." Hebrews 9:8. 

d. "A figure for the time then present." Hebrews 9:9. 

e. ñPatterns of things in the heavens." Hebrews 9:23. 

f. "A shadow of good things to come." Hebrews 10:1. 

g. "Holy places made with hands." Hebrews 9:24. 

h. "Figures of the true." Hebrews 9:24 

 

11. Contrast these with the names given the heavenly sanctuary. 

 

a. "Thy dwelling place." 2 Chronicles 6:39. 

b. "His holy temple." Psalm 11:4. 

c. "Place of His habitation." Psalm 33:14. 

d. "Habitation of Thy holiness." Isaiah 63:15. 

e. "His holy habitation." Jeremiah 25:30. 

f. "My Father's house." John 14:2. "The sanctuary." Hebrews 8:2. 

h. "True tabernacle, which the Lord pitched." Hebrews 8:2. 

i. "Holiest of all." Hebrews 9:8. 

j. "Temple of God." Revelation 11:19. 

 
 

12. How do we know that this tabernacle was a figure, or type, of the heavenly sanctuary? 

Hebrews 8:1-5. 
 

The ministration of the priest throughout the year in the first apartment of the sanctuary, "within the 

veil" (Hebrews 6:19) which formed the door and separated the holy place from the outer court, 

represents the work of ministration upon which Christ entered at His ascension. It was the work of 

the priest in the daily ministration to present before God the blood of the sin offering, also the incense 

which ascended with the prayers of Israel. 
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So did Christ plead His blood before the Father in behalf of sinners, and present before Him also, 

with the precious fragrance of His own righteousness, the prayers of penitent believers. 

Such was the work of ministration in the first apartment of the sanctuary in heaven. As anciently the 

sins of the people were by faith placed upon the sin offering, and through its blood transferred, in 

figure, to the earthly sanctuary; so in the new covenant the sins of the repentant are by faith placed 

upon Christ, and transferred, in fact, to the heavenly sanctuary. And as the typical cleansing of the 

earthly was accomplished by the removal of the sins by which it had been polluted, so the actual 

cleansing of the heavenly is to be accomplished by the removal, or blotting out, of the sins which are 

there recorded.ð The Great Controversy, 420:3; 421:3. 

 

What was done in type in the ministration of the earthly sanctuary, is done in reality in the 
ministration of the heavenly sanctuary.ðThe Great Controversy, 420:2. 
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Beautiful Things to Remember 

1. The banners carried by the several tribes in their line of march seem to indicate some feature of 

Jesus' work in the plan of salvation: 

 

a. Moses, Aaron, and the priests went first, of course, with the sacred ark of God. These were followed 

by Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun, and the banner of Judah which preceded this group had a lion's head 

on it, representing Jesus as the "Lion of the tribe of Judah" (Revelation 5:5), and some have thought 

that the Gospel of Matthew presents Him as this lion. 

 

b. Next in line came the Merarites, a group of the tribe of Levi, with the boards of the tabernacle, and 

followed by the Gershonites, another part of the tribe of Levi, with the "hangings" of the tabernacle. 

Reuben, Simeon, and Gad came next. Their banner had the face of a man, representing Jesus as the 

"Son of man," as presented in the Gospel according to Luke. 

 

c. The Kohathites, another group of the tribe of Levi, with the furniture of the sanctuary, excepting 

the sacred ark, came next in line, followed by the tribes of Ephraim, Manasseh, and Benjamin. Their 

banner had the head of an ox on it, representing Jesus as the Burden Bearer for the human race, as 

presented in the Gospel according to Mark. 

 

 

Texts to Remember 
 

Exodus 25:8 

Daniel 7:10 

Hebrews 8:1-5 

 

Define or Identify 

 
Ark of the Covenant 

Pattern 

Symbol 

Mercy seat 

Shekinah 

The number seven 
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LESSON 59 - THE DAILY SERVICE OF THE TABERNACLE  

 
Not only the sanctuary itself, but the ministration of the priests, was to "serve unto the 

example and shadow of heavenly things." Hebrews 8:5. Thus it was of great 

importance; and the Lord, through Moses, gave the most definite and explicit 

instruction concerning every point of this typical service. The ministration of the 

sanctuary consisted of two divisions, a daily and a yearly service. The daily service 

was performed at the altar of burnt offering in the court of the tabernacle, and in the 

holy place; while the yearly service was in the most holy.ðPatriarchs and Prophets, 351:4. 

 

The rending of the veil of the temple showed that the Jewish sacrifices and ordinances 

would no longer be received. The great Sacrifice had been offered and had been 

accepted, and the Holy Spirit  which descended on the day of Pentecost carried the minds 

of the disciples from the earthly sanctuary to the heavenly, where Jesus had entered by 

His own blood, to shed upon His disciples the benefits of His atonement. But the Jews 

were left in total darkness. They lost all the light which they might have had upon the 

plan of salvation, and still trusted in their useless sacrifices and offerings. The heavenly 

sanctuary had taken the place of the earthly, yet they had no knowledge of the change. 

Therefore they could not be benefited by the mediation of Christ in the holy place. {EW 

259.1} 

Christ  was the foundation and life of the temple. Its services were typical of the sacrifice 

of the Son of God. The priesthood was established to represent the mediatorial character 

and work of Christ. The entire plan of sacrificial worship was a foreshadowing of the 

Saviour's death to redeem the world. There would be no efficacy in these offerings when 

the great event toward which they had pointed for ages was consummated. Since the 

whole ritual economy was symbolical of Christ, it had no value apart from Him. When 

the Jews sealed their rejection of Christ by delivering Him to death, they rejected all 

that gave significance to the temple and its services. Its sacredness had departed. It was 

doomed to destruction. From that day sacrificial offerings and the service connected 

with them were meaningless. In putting Christ to death, the Jews virtually destroyed 

their temple. When Christ was crucified, the inner veil of the temple was rent in twain 

from top to bottom, signifying that the great final sacrifice had been made, and that the 

system of sacrificial offerings was forever at an end.ðThe Desire of Ages, 165:3,4. 

 

The Priests 

1. Who was chosen as the first high priest? Exodus 28:1-3. 

 

2. Who were associated with him as priests? Exodus 28:1; Numbers 18:1. 

 

3. What tribe of the twelve was given to assist the priests in the work of the tabernacle? 

Numbers 18:2. 
 

4. What was the responsibility of the priests? Numbers 18:1, 2, last part. 
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5. How were the priests dressed? Exodus 28:2-12. 

 

The robe of the common priest was of white linen, and woven in one piece. It extended nearly to the 

feet, 'and was confined about the waist by a white linen girdle embroidered in blue, purple, and red. 

A linen turban, or miter, completed his outer costume. The garments of the high priest were of costly 

material and beautiful workmanship, befitting his exalted station. In addition to the linen dress of the 

common priest, he wore a robe of blue, also woven in one piece. Around the skirt it was ornamented 

with golden bells, and pomegranates of blue, purple, and scarlet. Outside of this was the ephod, a 

shorter garment of gold, blue, purple, scarlet, and white. It was confined by a girdle of the same 

colours, beautifully wrought. The ephod was sleeveless, and on its gold-embroidered shoulder pieces 

were set two onyx stones, bearing the names of the twelve tribes of Israel. 

 

Over the ephod was the breastplate, the most sacred of the priestly vestments. This was of the same 

material as the ephod. It was in the form of a square, measuring a span, and was suspended from the 

shoulders by a cord of blue from golden rings. The border was formed of a variety of precious stones, 

the same that form the twelve foundations of the City of God. Within the border were twelve stones 

set in gold, arranged in rows of four, and, like those in the shoulder pieces, engraved with the names 

of the tribes. The Lord's direction was, "Aaron shall bear the names of the children of Israel in the 

breastplate of judgment upon his heart, when he goeth in unto the holy place, for a memorial before 

the Lord continually." Exodus 28:29. 

 

So Christ, the great High Priest, pleading His blood before the Father in the sinner's behalf, bears 

upon His heart the name of every repentant, believing soul. Says the psalmist, "I  am poor and needy, 

yet the Lord thinketh upon me." Psalm 40:17.ðPatriarchs and Prophets, 350:2 to 351:1. 

 

The Several Offerings 
 

6. What sacrifices, or offerings, were presented in the tabernacle each day? 

Numbers 28:1-8. 

 

7. What special name was given to these sacrifices? The morning and evening sacrifice. 

Exodus 29:38-42. (See also 1 Kings 18:29.) 
 

The service of the sanctuary helps us visualize Christ's ministry in the temple above. 

 

Every morning and evening a lamb of a year old was burned upon the altar, with its Appropriate meat 

offering, thus symbolizing the daily consecration of the nation to Jehovah, and their constant 

dependence upon the atoning blood of Christ.ðPatriarchs and Prophets, 352:3. 

 

8. Where do Christians get an example for morning and evening worship? 

 

The hours appointed for the morning and the evening sacrifice were regarded as sacred, and they 

came to be observed as the set time for worship throughout the Jewish nation. In this custom, the 

Christians have an example for morning and evening prayer. While God condemns a mere round of 

ceremonies, without the spirit of worship, He looks with great pleasure upon those who love Him, 

bowing morning and evening to seek pardon for sins committed, and to present their requests for 

needed blessings.ð Patriarchs and Prophets, 353:3. 
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On the Day of Atonement the high priest entered the most holy place. 
 

9. To whom did these morning and evening sacrifices point? John 1:29, 36. 

 

In the temple the morning and the evening sacrifice daily pointed to the Lamb of God. ï 

The Desire of Ages, 44:1. 

 

10. What sacrifices were presented on special occasions? Numbers 28:9 to 29:39. 

 

a. On the Sabbath. Numbers 28:9, 10. 

b. At the beginning of each month. Numbers 28:11-15. 

c. At the time of the Passover and Feast of Unleavened Bread. Numbers 28:16-25. 

d. On the day of the first fruits. Verses 26-31. 

e. On the first day of the seventh month. Numbers 29:1-6. 

f. On the Day of Atonement. Verses 7-11. 

g. At the time of the Feast of Tabernacles. Verses 12-39. 

 

11. Mention some of the special sin offerings. Leviticus 4. 

 

a. For a priest. Leviticus 4:3-12. 

b. For the whole congregation. Verses 13-21. 

c. For a ruler. Verses 2-26. 

d. For anyone of the common people. Verses 27-35. 
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The sacrificial offerings were ordained by God to be to man a perpetual reminder and a penitential 

acknowledgment of his sin, and a confession of his faith in the promised Redeemer. They were 

intended to impress upon the fallen race the solemn truth that it was sin that caused death.ðPP, 68:1. 

 

12. How is the daily service in the tabernacle summarized? 

 

The daily service consisted of the morning and evening burnt offering, the offering of sweet incense 

on the golden altar, and the special offerings for individual sins. And there were also offerings for 

sabbaths, new moons, and special feasts.ðPatriarchs and Prophets, 352:2. 

 

The People's Sins Accumulated in the Tabernacle 
 

13. What happened to the sins that were confessed, day by day, by those who came to the 
tabernacle? Numbers 18:1. 

 

The most important part of the daily ministration was the service performed in behalf of individuals. 

The repentant sinner brought his offering to the door of the tabernacle, and placing his hand upon the 

victim's head, confessed his sins, thus in figure transferring them from himself to the innocent 

sacrifice. By his own hand the animal was then slain, and the blood was carried by the priest into the 

holy place and sprinkled before the veil, behind which was the ark containing the law that the sinner 

had transgressed. By this ceremony the sin was, through the blood, transferred in figure to the 
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sanctuary. In some cases the blood was not taken into the holy place; but the flesh was then to be 

eaten by the priest, as Moses directed the sons of Aaron, saying, "God hath given it you to bear the 

iniquity of the congregation." Leviticus 10:17. Both ceremonies alike symbolized the transfer of the 

sin from the penitent to the sanctuary. Such was the work that went on day by day throughout the 

year. The sins of Israel being thus transferred to the sanctuary, the holy places were defiled, and a 

special work became necessary for the removal of the sins. God commanded that an atonement be 

made for each of the sacred apartments, as for the altar, to "cleanse it, and hallow it from the 

uncleanness of the children of Israel." Leviticus 16:19.ðPatriarchs and Prophets, 354:2 to 355:1 

 

Beautiful Things to Remember 

1. The sacrificial lamb represents "the Lamb of God." John 1:29 

 

It was not enough that the paschal lamb be slain; its blood must be sprinkled upon the doorposts; so 

the merits of Christ's blood must be applied to the soul. We must believe, not only that He died for 

the world, but that He died for us individually. We must appropriate to ourselves the virtue of the 

atoning sacrifice.ðPatriarchs and Prophets, 277:1. 

 

2. God expressly directed that every offering presented for the service of the sanctuary should be 

"without blemish." Exodus 12:5. 

 

We are to give ourselves to the service of God, and we should seek to make the offering as nearly 

perfect as possible. God will  not be pleased with anything less than the best we can offer. Those who 

love Him with all the heart, will desire to give Him the best service of the life, and they will be 

constantly seeking to bring every power of their being into harmony with the laws that will promote 

their ability to do His will. --Patriarchs and Prophets, 352:3. 

 

3. Everything connected with the apparel and deportment of the priests was to be such as to impress 

the beholder with a sense of the holiness of God, the sacredness of His worship, and the purity required 

of those who came into His presenceðPatriarchs and Prophets, 351:3. 

 

4. By those beautiful official garments was represented the character of the Great Antitype, Jesus 

Christ.ðThe Desire of Ages, 709:1. 

 

5. Christ was the foundation and life of the temple. Its services were typical of the sacrifice of the Son 

of God. The entire plan of sacrificial worship was a foreshadowing of the Saviour's death to redeem 

the world.ðThe Desire of Ages, 165:3. 

 

6. As they departed from God, the Jews in a great degree lost sight of the teaching of the ritual service. 

That service had been instituted by Christ Himself. In every part it was a symbol of Him. ðThe Desire 

of Ages, 29:3 (1940 ed., 29:2). 

 

7. Like Aaron, who symbolized Christ, our Saviour bears the names of all His people on His heart in 

the holy place.ðChrist's Object Lessons, 148:2. 

 

Define or Identify 
Atonement; Breastplate; Incense; Lamb; White linen robe 
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LESSON 60 - THE DAY OF ATONEMENT  

Editorôs Note: For a more comprehensive study on the Day of Atonement, follow link below 

ñThe Great Cosmic Controversyò by Pastor Stephen Bohr. 

https://secretsunsealed.org/the-great-cosmic-controversy-pdf-download/ 

Important truths concerning the atonement are taught by the typical service. A 

substitute was accepted in the sinner's stead; but the sin was not cancelled by the blood 

of the victim. A means was thus provided by which it was transferred to the sanctuary. 

By the offering of blood, the sinner acknowledged the authority  of the law, confessed his 

guilt in transgression, and expressed his desire for pardon through faith in a Redeemer 

to come; but he was not yet entirely released from the condemnation of the law. On the 

Day of Atonement the high priest, having taken an offering from the congregation, went 

into the most holy place with  the blood of this offering, and sprinkled it  upon the mercy 

seat, directly over the law, to make satisfaction for its claims. Then, in his character of 

mediator, he took the sins upon himself and bore them from the sanctuary. Placing his 

hands upon the head of the scapegoat, he confessed over him all these sins, thus in figure 

transferring them from himself to the goat: The goat then bore them away, and they 

were regarded as forever separated from the people. The Great Controversy, 420:1. 

 

A Special Day in Israel 
 

1. Of all the days set apart in the ceremonial system, which day was considered the most solemn? 

Leviticus 16:29-31. 

 

2. What was each person in the camp of Israel to do on that day? 

Leviticus 23:29; Numbers 29:7. 
 

Every man was to afflict his soul while the work of atonement was going forward. All business was 

laid aside, and the whole congregation of Israel spent the day in solemn humiliation before God, with 

prayer, fasting, and deep searching of heart.ðPatriarchs and Prophets, 355:4. 

 

3. What was the special work to be done on that day? 

Leviticus 16:31-34; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Hebrews 9:7, 25. 
 

4. Who only could be in the sanctuary during the work of that day? Leviticus 16:17. 

 

The High Priest's Purification for Himself 
 

5. What warning was given to Aaron concerning going into the most holy place of the 
tabernacle? Leviticus 16:2. 

 

6. With what offerings was he to present himself on this Day of Atonement? 

Leviticus 16:3, 4, 11, 17. 
 

7. What is said as to his personal cleanliness and his clothing for that day? Leviticus 16:4. 

https://secretsunsealed.org/the-great-cosmic-controversy-pdf-download/
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8. Describe how the high priest was to offer the bullock for  his own purification,  what he was to 
do with incense, and where he was to sprinkle the blood of the bullock. -Leviticus 16:11-14. 

 

The Cleansing of the Earthly Sanctuary 

 
9. What was the high priest to receive from the congregation? Leviticus 16:5. 

 

10. Why were lots cast upon these two goats? Leviticus 16:8. 

 

The sin offering pointed to Christ as a sacrifice, and the high priest represented Christ as a mediator, 

the scape goat typified Satan, the author of sin. ðThe Great Controversy, 422: 2. 

 

11. What was done with the goat that represented Christ? Leviticus 16:9, 15. 

 

12. What is "an atonement"? Romans 5:8-11. 

 

The state of, or act of bringing into, concord; restoration of friendly relations; reconciliation.ð 

Webster. 

The law did not abate one jot of its justice, but through the atoning sacrifice of Christ, the repentant 

sinner stands justified before the law.ðEllen G. White, Review and Herald, May 23, 1899. 

 

13. Why was the shedding of blood necessary? Leviticus 17:11; Hebrews 9:7, 22. 

 

The cleansing, both in the typical and in the real service, must be accomplished with blood: in the 

former, with the blood of animals; in the latter, with the blood of Christ. Paul states, as the reason 

why this cleansing must be performed with blood, that without shedding of blood is no remission. 

The Great Controversy, 417:3. 
 

14. It is to be noted that the high priest was to make atonement for the holy place, that is, the 
inner apartment; the tabernacle, that is, the first  apartment; and for  the altar . Leviticus 16:20. 

 

As Jesus moved out of the most holy place, [He] tarried a moment in the outer apartment of the 

heavenly sanctuary, and the sins which had been confessed while He was in the most holy place, were 

placed upon Satan, the originator of sins, who must suffer their punishment.ðEarly Writings, 280:2. 

 

15. What was done with the live goat, the one that had been chosen to represent Satan? 

Leviticus 16:20-22. 
 

Now the event takes place, foreshadowed in the last solemn service of the Day of Atonement. When 

the ministration in the holy of holies had been completed, and the sins of Israel had been removed 

from the sanctuary by virtue of the blood of the sin offering, then the scapegoat was presented alive 

before the Lord; and in presence of the congregation the high priest confessed over him "all the 

iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon the 

head of the goat." Leviticus 16:21. In like manner, when the work of atonement in the heavenly 

sanctuary has been completed, then in the presence of God and heavenly angels, and the host of the 

redeemed, the sins of God's people will  be placed upon Satan; he will  be declared guilty of all the evil 

which he has caused them to commit. And as the scapegoat was sent away into a land not inhabited, 

so Satan will be banished to the desolate earth, an uninhabited and dreary wilderness. 
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Christians are to accept the truth of God instead of the counterfeit of paganism. 

 
Satan will not suffer the punishment of the righteous in the sense of his being the sin bearer, or of 

making propitiation for the sins of the righteous, or of making atonement for them. Jesus has made 

full and complete provision for the putting away of the sins of all who are willing to accept His 

sacrifice on Calvary's cross. There is no need for any further atonement. The sins of all those who 

have come to Him in faith have been taken from them and have been borne in His own body. As He 

hung on the cross, as had been typified by the brazen serpent, lifted up by Moses in the wilderness, 

He was the embodiment of sin. The guilt of every son of Adam pressed upon Him. "For He hath made 

Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin." 2 Corinthians 5:21. That is why the Father turned His face 

from His dying Son. And Jesus will bear the sins of the world until the very close of time. He is "the 

Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world." John 1:29. In the final cleansing of the 

universe, sin will be destroyed: those who have died, or who have come to the close of probation, 

with unconfessed sins, will be burned in the lake of fire, together with the originator of sin, to whom 

at that time will be charged all the sins he has caused the righteous to commit. Satan will be made to 

suffer the penalty of sinðeternal death. The Great Controversy, 658: 1 

 

16. With what care were those who had to do with the scapegoat to cleanse themselves? 

 

a. The priest. Leviticus 16:23-25. 

b. He that took the scapegoat to the wilderness. Verse 26. 

c. He that burned the remains of the bullock and the goat that had represented Christ. 

Verses 27, 28. 
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Beautiful Things to Remember 

1. The colours used in the sanctuary had their meaning, too: 

a. The white, the combination and blending of all colours, represented the "righteousness of saints." 

Revelation 19:8. 

 

The Day of Atonement 

The blending of all Christian graces certainly would make the righteousness which Christ wants all 

of His people to have. 

 

b. The blue, representing loyalty and obedience (Numbers 15:38-41), was used profusely in the 

sanctuary hangings. 

 

c. The gold represented faith and love. --Testimonies for the Church, vol. 4, 88:1. 
 

d. The silver represented obedience. --Prophets and Kings, 410:0. 

 

e. The red, or crimson, represented the blood of Jesus, the crimson stream which flows for man's 

redemption. --Testimonies for the Church, vol. 4, 120:3. 

 

f. The purple, combination of the blue and red, was the "royal colour." 

 

2. The precious stones represented "good works." Prophets and Kings, 410:0. 

 

3. The coverings of the tabernacle, too, had their meaning: 

 

a. The sealskin covering (badgers' skins, Exodus 26:14; but see Patriarchs and Prophets, 347:1) 

represented Him who "hath no form nor comeliness; no beauty that we should desire Him ." Isaiah 

53:2. 

 

b. The rams' skins dyed red (Exodus 26:14), the covering immediately under the outer covering of 

seals' skin, represented "the blood of Jesus Christ," which "cleanseth from all sin." 1 John 1:7. 

 

c. The goat-hair covering of pure white (see E. E. Atwater, Sacred Tabernacle of the Hebrews, 26) 

represented the casting away of sin "as far as the east is from the west." Psalm 103:12. 

 

d. The beautiful curtain, the under-covering of fine-twined linen and blue and purple and scarlet, 

representing the glory of Christ  our King . The angels interwoven represented the angelic host that 

surrounds the throne of God. Texts to Remember: Leviticus 16 2 Corinthians 5:10. 
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LESSON 61 - THE HEAVENLY SANCTUARY  

It is only through the merits of Jesus that our transgressions can be pardoned. Those 

who feel no need of the blood of Christ, who feel that without divine grace they can 

by their own works secure the approval of God, are making the same mistake as did 

Cain. There is no other provision made whereby they can be released from the 

thraldom of sin. ð Patriarchs and Prophets, 73:0. 
 

The intercession of Christ in man's behalf in the sanctuary above is as essential to the plan of 

salvation as was His death upon the cross. By His death He began that work which after His 

resurrection He ascended to complete in heaven. We must by faith enter within the veil, 

"whither the Forerunner is for us entered." Hebrews 6:20. There the light from the cross of 

Calvary is reflected. There we may gain a clearer insight into the mysteries of redemption. The 

salvation of man is accomplished at an infinite  expense to heaven; the sacrifice made is equal to 

the broadest demands of the broken law of God. Jesus has opened the way to the Father's 

throne, and through His mediation the sincere desire of all who come to Him in faith may be 

presented before God.ð The Great Controversy, 489:1. 

 

The Temple, or Sanctuary, in Heaven 
 

1. What does Paul in the Hebrews call the heavenly sanctuary? 

 

a. "The true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched; and not man." Hebrews 8:2. 

b. "The holiest of all." Hebrews 9:8. 

c. "A greater and more perfect tabernacle." Hebrews 9:11. 

d. "Heaven itself." Hebrews 9: 24. 

e. "The very image of the things." Hebrews 10:1. 

f. "The holiest." Hebrews 10:19. 

g. "The house of God." Hebrews 10: 21. 

 

2. What did John see in the heavens? 

 

a. Jesus walking' in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks. Revelation 1:12-15. 

b. The golden altar of incense. Revelation 8:3-5. 

c. "The temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen the ark of His testament." 

Revelation 11:19. 

d. "The temple of the tabernacle of the testimony." Revelation 15:5-8. 

 

The High Priest in the Heavenly Sanctuary 

3. Is there a high priest in the heavenly sanctuary? Hebrews 3:1; 8:1, 2; 9:11. 

 

4. What else is He called? Hebrews 8:2, 3. 

 

5. What kind of ministry has He obtained, and how can this be? Hebrews 8:6. 



215 

 

 

6. Under His priesthood, what kind of covenant does God make with us? 

Hebrews 8:10; 10:16-21. 
 

7. What name is given this covenant to distinguish it from the other one? Hebrews 8:13. 

 

8. What is the secret of this covenant? Colossians 1:27. 

 

9. After the order of whom is He a high priest? Hebrews 5:6-10. 

 

10. What are some of the differences between the priesthood of Aaron and that of Melchizedek? 

 

a. In the Aaronic priesthood the priests were consecrated "without an oath," in the other, "with an 

oath." Hebrews 7:21. 

b. In the Aaronic priesthood the priests died, in the other He "continueth ever." 

Hebrews 7:23, 24. 

c. In the Aaronic priesthood the priests offered many sacrifices; He, only one sacrifice. Hebrews 7:27; 

10:11, 12. 

d. In the Aaronic priesthood the priests had "infirmity;" but He is the Son of God. 

Hebrews 7:28. 

e. In the Aaronic priesthood the priests offered the blood of animals; He offered His own blood. 

Hebrews 9:12, 23-26. 

f. The earthly high priests went into the most holy place once each year; He, once in the end of time. 

Hebrews 9:7-12, 23-28. 

 

Jesus in the Holy Place of the Heavenly Sanctuary 
 

11. Where did Jesus go to officiate as priest when He left this earth? 

 

a. According to the type, He would officiate first in the first apartment of the heavenly sanctuary. 

Hebrews 8:5; 9:1-5. (See also the many statements in the Pentateuch.) 

 

b. Jesus entered the holy place of the heavenly sanctuary, and Stephen saw Him there at God's right 

hand. Acts 7:55, 56. (Compare Hebrews 10:12.) 

 

c. John saw Him in the first apartment. Revelation 1:12-16. 

 

d. Paul says that He entered "the holy place." Hebrews 9:12. 

 

The ministration of the priest throughout the year in the first apartment of the sanctuary, "within the 

veil" [Hebrews 6:19] which formed the door and separated the holy place from the outer court, 

represents the work of ministration upon which Christ entered at His ascension. It was the work of 

the priest in the daily ministration to present before God the blood of the sin offering, also the incense 

which ascended with the prayers of Israel. So did Christ plead His blood before the Father in behalf 

of sinners, and present before Him also, with the precious fragrance of His own righteousness, the 

prayers of penitent believers. Such was the work of ministration in the first apartment of the sanctuary 

in heaven.ðThe Great Controversy, 420:3. 
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12. How long was He to officiate in that apartment? 

 

a. According to the type, He would officiate there until near the close of the Christian dispensation. 

Hebrews 9:7. (See also Leviticus 16.) 

b. Paul's arguments in Hebrews 9 would indicate that He would stay there until near "the end of the 

world." Hebrews 9:26. 
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13. How important was His work in the heavenly sanctuary? Hebrews 10:9-14. 

 

The intercession of Christ in man's behalf in the sanctuary above is as essential to the plan of salvation 

as was His death upon the cross. By His death He began that work which after His resurrection He 

ascended to complete in heaven. Jesus has opened the way to the Father's throne, and through His 

mediation the sincere desire of all who come to Him in faith may be presented before God.ðThe 

Great Controversy, 489:1. 

 

14. Was any time ever mentioned when the cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary should be 
begun? Daniel 8:13, 14. 

 

Beautiful Things to Remember: 

 
1. Jesus our advocate, has officiated at "the right hand of God," ever since He went to heaven. Acts 

7:55, 56; Hebrews 10:12. 

 

2. His work in the temple above is just as essential to the plan of salvation as was His death on the 

cross. The Great Controversy, 489:1. 

 

3. It is essential that we know where He is and what He is doing in His ministry in the heavenly 

sanctuary; that we be not deceived by Satan. Early Writings, "End of the 2300 Days," 54 to 56. 

 

 

 

Texts to Remember 

Daniel 8:13, 14 

Hebrews 8:10 

Hebrews 8:2 

Hebrews 10:16-21 

 
 

Define or Identify 
 

True tabernacle 

Intercession 

"Within the veil" 
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LESSON ï 62 JESUS SETS THE DATE 

 
And He said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the 

sanctuary be cleansed. Daniel 8:14. 
 

As Jesus died on Calvary, He cried, "It is finished" [John 19:30], and the veil of the 

temple was rent in twain, from the top to the bottom. This was to show that the services 

of the earthly sanctuary were forever finished, and that God would no more meet with 

the priests in their  earthly temple, to accept their  sacrifices. The blood of Jesus was then 

shed, which was to be offered by Himself in the heavenly sanctuary. As the priest entered 

the most holy once a year to cleanse the earthly sanctuary, so Jesus entered the most 

holy of the heavenly, at the end of the 2300 days of Daniel 8, in 1844, to make a final 

atonement for all who could be benefited by His mediation, and thus to cleanse the 

sanctuary.ðEarly Writings, 253:1. 

ñChrist did close his daily, or continual ministration  or mediation in the first  apartment 

of the heavenly sanctuary, and SHUT THE DOOR, which no man can open; and 

opened a door, in the second apartment, or Holiest of all, which no man can shut, (see 

Revelation iii  7, 8) and passed within  the second veil, bearing before the Father, on the 

breast-plate of judgment, all for whom he is now acting as intercessor. If this is the 

position that Christ now occupies, then there is no intercessor in the first apartment; 

and in vain do misguided souls knock at that door, saying "Lord,  Lord,  open unto us." 

The words of the prophet apply to the fulfillment of this point in the parable.ò David 

Arnold - The Present Truth, December 1849 

ñThe ministration of the earthly sanctuary consisted of two divisions: the priests 

ministered daily in the holy place, while once a year the high priest performed a special 

work  of atonement in the most holy, for  the cleansing of the sanctuary. Day by day the 

repentant sinner brought his offering to the door of the tabernacle, and, placing his 

hand upon the victim's head, confessed his sins, thus in figure transferring  them to the 

innocent sacrifice. The animal was then slain, and the blood or the flesh was carried by 

the priest into the holy place. Thus the sin was, in figure, transferred to the sanctuary. 

Such was the work that went forward throughout the year. The continual transfer of 

sins to the sanctuary, rendered a further work of ministration necessary in order for 

their removal. On the tenth day of the seventh month the high priest entered the inner 

apartment, or most holy place, which he was forbidden, on pain of death, to enter at 

any other time. The cleansing of the sanctuary then performed completed the yearly 

round of service.ò Spirit of Prophecy, volume 4, p. 263 

ñEllen White used the words ódailyô and ócontinualô to describe the ministry of Christ in 

the holy place. 
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"The Wonderful Numberer" 

 
1. While Daniel was watching the havoc the "little  horn"  power of Daniel 8 was to make among 

God's people, what did one "saint" ask the "Numberer of secrets," or the "Wonderful 

Numberer"  

 

(margin), who is none other than Jesus, concerning "the sanctuary and the host to be trodden 
underfoot"? Daniel 8:13. 

 

2. Who is the "Numberer of secrets," or the "Wonderful Numberer"?  

Genesis 40:8; 41:15, 16; Deuteronomy 29:29; Daniel 2:19-23, 26-28. 

 

3. What was the answer given by the "Wonderful Numberer"?  

Daniel 8:14. "A Day for a Year" 
 

4. In prophetic language what does a "day" represent? Numbers 14:34; Ezekiel 4:6. 

 

5. How long, then, would the 2300-day period be? 

The 2300-day period would be 2300 years. 

 

6. When did these years begin? 

 

In Daniel 8 is found no key to the beginning and ending of the 2300-year period, but in Daniel 9:24- 

27, when the prophet was studying the very thing this lesson discusses, Gabriel told him, "Seventy 

weeks of years are fixed for your people." Daniel 9:24, Moffatt. This is the second time the Jews were 

given a 490-year period. From the anointing of Saul to the Babylonian captivity there were just 490 

years-1095 to 606 B.C. In this prophecy they were to have "seventy sevens cut off" (the Companion 

Bible) for them. "Cut off" from what? The only period previously mentioned from which they could 

be "cut off" is the 2300-year period of Daniel 8:14. Therefore it must be these years were "cut off" 

from the 2300-year period. In other words, 490 of these 2300 years were to be given to the Jews, as a 

nation; the other 1810 would be given to them as individuals and to someone else. Finding the 

beginning of the 490-year period, we would undoubtedly have the beginning of the 2300-year period. 

 

The 490 Years Cut Off for the Jewish People 
 

7. Who came to Daniel while he was studying this question and praying about it? 

Daniel 9:20-23. 

 

8. What were the six purposes for which these seventy weeks were given to the Jewish people? 

Daniel 9:24. 
a. "To restrain the transgression." Margin. 

b. "To seal up sins." Margin. 

c. "To make reconciliation for iniquity." 

d. "To bring in everlasting righteousness." 

e. "To seal up the prophecy." 

f. "To anoint the most holy." 
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9. With what "commandment" did these seventy weeks, or 490 years, begin? 

Daniel 9:25, first part. 
 

10. When did the decree or "commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem" go forth? Ezra 

7. 

Three decrees were issued concerning Jerusalem. They are: 

 

a. The decree of Cyrus for the rebuilding of the house of God, 536 B.C. Ezra 1:1-4. 

b. The decree of Darius for the prosecution of that work which had been hindered, 519 B.C. Ezra 6:1- 

12. 

c. The decree of Artaxerxes to Ezra, 457 B.C. Ezra 7. 
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Danielôs 9:25-27 ñ70 weekò time prophecy concerning the Messiah 

 
This decree of Artaxerxes is the only one of the three that could be considered an answer to the 

"restore and build Jerusalem" idea. The other two simply commanded to build the temple and restore 

the Jewish system of worship. Therefore 457 B.C. is the date taken as the beginning of the 490-year 

period. The years of Artaxerxes' reign are among the most easily established dates of history. The 

Canon of Ptolemy, with its list of kings and astronomical observations, the Greek Olympiads, and 

allusions in Greek history to Persian affairs all combine to place the seventh year of Artaxerxes at 

457 B.C. beyond successful controversion.ð Note by the editors, 208. 

 

11. Into how many parts were these seventy weeks to be divided? Daniel 9:25, 26. 

 

a. " Seven weeks" or 49 years-457 to 408 B.C.ðfor the rebuilding of Jerusalem. 

 

b. "Threescore and two weeks" or 434 years-408 B.C. to A.D. 27ð to the anointing of "the Messiah 

the Prince"ðJesus Christ's baptism. 

 

c. "One week" or 7 yearsðA.D. 27 to 34. 

 

In the midst of this week Jesus was to be crucified. Jesus was baptized in the fall of A.D. 27, being 

"about thirty years of age." Luke 3:23. He was crucified at the time of the Passover in the spring of 

A.D. 31. The gospel began to be preached to the Gentiles in A.D.34. The following three things are 

given as the closing of the 490-year period and the expansion of the work of the gospel to the rest of 

the world: 

 

(1) Stoning of Stephen A.D. 34 and the great persecution that scattered the believers "abroad 

throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria" (Acts 8:1), and later to many other lands. They "went 

everywhere preaching the word." Acts 8:4. 

 

(2) Peter, directed by God in a vision, visited the Gentiles in the house of Cornelius and baptized 

some of them. In his defence before his brethren he asked, "What was I, that I could withstand God?" 

Acts 11:17. 

 

(3) Saul of Tarsus, later Paul the apostle to the Gentiles, was converted as he was on his way to 

Damascus to persecute the disciples of Jesus. 

 

End of the 2300-Year Period 
 

12. When did the 2300-year period end? 

 

Deducting the 490 years from the 2300 years, we find that 1810 years are left. Adding 1810 years 

to A.D. 34, we come to A.D. 1844. This is the date set by the "Numberer of secrets" as the year in 
which the cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary should begin. 
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13. What message was proclaimed to the world just previous to the ending of the 2300-year 

period in 1844? 

 

Revelation 10. In all parts of the world men arose preaching a message pointing to that which was to 

begin in 1844. They were mistaken in the exact way in which God planned to work, but their message 

was one of warning, fulfilling  the Feast of Trumpets always celebrated on the first day of the seventh 

month: 

 

a. William Miller preached in North America, together with many who joined him in his efforts. 

 

b. Irving and some three hundred preachers carried the message to England. 

 

c. Joseph Wolff, "the missionary to the world," a converted Jew, proclaimed the message in seventeen 

countries and fourteen languages. 

 

d. Lacunza, a priest in South America, proclaimed the message in Latin America under the name of 

Ben-Ezra. 

 

e. Child preachers in the Scandinavian countries, under the influence of the Holy Spirit, spoke to large 

audiences of Jesus' soon return. 

 

f. Boy preachers preached in Bohemia, and others in many parts of the world. 

 

14. What is the message that really announces the cleansing of the sanctuary? Rev 14:6, 7. 

 

 

Beautiful Things to Remember 
 

1. "The Lord God revealeth His secret unto His servants the prophets." Amos 3:7. 

 

2. The "secret" things belong to God, who reveals them to His Son, who gives them to the angel 

Gabriel, who reveals them to the prophets; and the prophets teach them to the people. 
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3. There is a record kept of every person's life, all his thoughts, intentions, words, acts, and the results 

of the same, and this is what is used in the day of judgment; this record testifies either for or against 

each one in that day. 

 

4. "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness." 1 John 1:9. "The blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin." Verse 7. 

 

5. It was the burden of sin, the sense of its terrible enormity, of its separation of the soul from Godð 

it was this that broke the heart of the Son of God.ðSteps to Christ, 14:1. 

 

6. By bearing the penalty of sin, by going down into the grave, Christ has brightened the tomb for all 

who die in faith. God in human form has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. In 

dying, Christ secured eternal life for all who believe in Him. In dying, He condemned the originator 

of sin and disloyalty to suffer the penalty of sinðeternal death.ðTestimonies for the Church, vol. 6, 

230:3. 

 

7. The angel had a message for those who experienced the disappointment resulting from their 

incorrect understanding of the cleansing of the sanctuary. He said to John, "Thou must prophesy again 

before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings." Revelation 10:11. This introduces the 

"judgment-hour message." 

 
 

Texts to Remember 

 
Deuteronomy 29:29 

Daniel 9:24-27 

Daniel 8:14 

Revelation 10:11 

 
 

Define or Identify 

 
Cut off 

Decree 

"It is finished." 

ñDayò in prophecy 

Gentile 

Messiah 
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LESSON 63 - "HIS JUDGMENT IS COME"  

Fear God, and give glory to Him; for the hour of His judgment is come. 

Revelation 14:7. 
 

At the time appointed for  the judgmentðthe close of the 2300 days, in 1844ðbegan the 

work of investigation and blotting out of sins. All who have ever taken upon themselves 

the name of Christ must pass its searching scrutiny. Both the living and the dead are to 

be judged "out of those things which were written in the books, according to their 

works."  [Revelation 20:12.] We are now living in the great Day of Atonement. The work 

of preparation is an individual work. We are not saved in groups. The purity and 

devotion of one will not offset the want of these qualities in another. Everyone must be 

tested, and found without spot or wrinkle or any such thing. Solemn are the scenes 

connected with  the closing work of the atonement. Momentous are the interests involved 

therein. The judgment is now passing in the sanctuary above. For many years this work 

has been in progress. Soonðnone know how soon ðit  will  pass to the cases of the living. 

In the awful presence of God our lives are to come up in review. When the work of the 

investigative judgment closes, the destiny of all will have been decided for life or death. 

Probation is ended a short time before the appearing of the Lord  in the clouds of heaven. 
The Great Controversy, 486:1 to 490:2. 

 

A Time of Judgment 

 
1. What does the Bible teach concerning a time of final judgment? 

 

a. "The Lord cometh to judge the earth." 1 Chronicles 16:33; Psalms 96:13; 98:9. 

 

b. "God shall judge the righteous and the wicked: for there is a time there for every purpose and for 

every work." Ecclesiastes 3:17. 

 

c. "God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether 

it be evil." Ecclesiastes 12:14. 

 

d. "He hath appointed a day, in the which He will  judge the world in righteousness by that Man whom 

He hath ordained." Acts 17:31. 

 

e. Paul "reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come." Acts 24:25. 

 

f. "We shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ." Romans 14:10. 

(Compare 2 Corinthians 5:10.) 

 

g. "Enoch also, prophesied, saying, Behold the Lord cometh with ten thousands of His saints, to 

execute judgment upon all." Jude 14, 15. 
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The Time Is Come 
 

2. What message was sent to the world just as the judgment hour opened in heaven? 

Revelation 14:6, 7. 
 

3. What took place in heaven at the time of the beginning of this judgment? Daniel 7:9, 10. 

 

The Revised Version of the Bible says, "I beheld till thrones were placed, and One that was Ancient 

of Days did sit." Thus was presented to the prophet's vision the great and solemn day when the 

characters and the lives of men should pass in review before the Judge of all the earth, and to every 

man should be rendered "according to his works." [Matthew 16:27.] The Ancient of Days is God the 

Father. It is He, the source of all being, and the fountain of all law, that is to preside in the judgment. 

And holy angels, as ministers and witnesses, attend this great tribunal.ðThe Great Controversy, 479:2. 

 

4. Who was brought before the Ancient of Days? Daniel 7:13, 14. 

 

The coming of Christ here described is not His second coming to the earth. He comes to the Ancient 

of Days in heaven to receive dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, which will be given Him at the 

close of His work as a mediator. It is this coming, and not His second advent to the earth, that was 

foretold in prophecy to take place at the termination of the 2300 days in 1844. Attended by heavenly 

angels, our great High Priest enters the holy of holies, and there appears in the presence of God, to 

engage in the last acts of His ministration in behalf of manðto perform the work of investigative 
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judgment, and to make an atonement for all who are shown to be entitled to its benefits.ðThe Great 

Controversy, 480:0. 

 

5. What position does Jesus occupy in this judgment? 1 John 2:1. 

 

I saw four angels who had a work to do on the earth, and were on their way to accomplish it. Jesus 

was clothed with priestly garments. He gazed in pity on the remnant, then raised His hand, and with 

a voice of deep pity cried, "My blood, Father, My blood, My blood, My blood!" Then I saw an 

exceeding bright light come from God, who sat upon the great white throne, and was shed all about 

Jesus. Then I saw an angel with a commission from Jesus, swiftly flying to the four angels who had 

a work to do on the earth, and waving something up and down in his hand, and crying with a loud 

voice, "Hold! Hold! Hold! Hold! until the servants of God are sealed in their foreheads."ðEarly 

Writings, 38:1. 

 

His intercession is that of a pierced and broken body, of a spotless life. The wounded hands, the 

pierced side, the marred feet, plead for fallen man, whose redemption was purchased at such infinite 

cost.ðThe Great Controversy, 416:3. 

 

The Books of the judgment 
 

6. What is the standard of the judgment, that by which all will be judged? 

James 1:25; 2:8-12. 
 

In order to be prepared for the judgment, it is necessary that men should keep the law of God. That 

law will be the standard of character in the judgment. The apostle Paul declares, "As many as have 

sinned in the law shall be judged by the law, in the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by 

Jesus Christ." And he says that "the doers of the law shall be justified." Romans 2:12-16.ðThe Great 

Controversy, 436:0. 

 

7. What books will be opened in the judgment? Daniel 7:10; Revelation 20:12. 

 

a. Book of life. Exodus 32:32; Psalm 69:28; Daniel 12:1; Philippians 4:3; 

Revelation 3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 21:27; 22:19. 

b. Book of remembrance. Malachi 3:16. 

c. Book of death. 

The book of life contains the good deeds of the saints; and the book of death contains the evil deeds 

of the wicked.ðEarly Writings, 52:2. 

 

"A book of remembrance" is written before God, in which are recorded the good deeds of "them 

that feared the Lord, and that thought upon His name." Malachi 3:16. Their words of faith, their acts 

of love, are registered in heaven. In the book of God's remembrance every deed of righteousness is 

immortalized. There every temptation resisted, every evil overcome, every word of tender pity 

expressed, is faithfully chronicled. And every act of sacrifice, every suffering and sorrow endured for 

Christ's sake, is recorded. Says the psalmist, "Thou tellest my wanderings: put Thou my tears into 

Thy bottle: are they not in Thy book?" Psalm 56:8. There is a record also of the sins of men. The 

secret purposes and motives appear in the unerring register; for God "will bring to light the hidden 

things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts." 1 Corinthians 4:5.ðThe Great 

Controversy, 481:1, 2. 
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As the books of record are opened in the judgment, the lives of all who have believed on Jesus come 

in review before God. Beginning with those who first lived upon the earth, our Advocate presents the 

cases of each successive generation, and closes with the living. Every name is mentioned, every case 

closely investigated. Names are accepted, names rejected. When any have sins remaining upon the 

books of record, unrepented of and unforgiven, their names will  be blotted out of the book of life, and 

the record of their good deeds will  be erased from the book of God's remembrance. The Lord declared 

to Moses, "Whosoever hath sinned against Me, him will  I blot out of My book." Exodus 32:33.ðGC, 

483: 1. 

 

8. What is done with the names of the righteous? Matthew 10:32, 33; Revelation 3:5. 

 

All  who have truly repented of sin, and by faith claimed the blood of Christ as their atoning sacrifice, 

have had pardon entered against their names in the books of heaven; as they have become partakers 

of the righteousness of Christ, and their characters are found to be in harmony with the law of God, 

their sins will be blotted out, and they themselves will be accounted worthy of eternal life.ð 

The Great Controversy, 483:2. 

 

9. How do we know that this judgment shall have taken place before "Michael stands up"?  

Daniel 12:1; Revelation 22:11, 12. 

 

Sins Taken Out of the Heavenly Sanctuary 
 

10. By whose blood are the sins of the redeemed taken out of the heavenly sanctuary? 

John 1:29; Hebrews 9:23-28; 1 John 1:7. 
 

As anciently the sins of the people were by faith placed upon the sin offering, and through its blood 

transferred, in figure, to the earthly sanctuary; so in the new covenant the sins of the repentant are by 

faith placed upon Christ, and transferred, in fact, to the heavenly sanctuary. And as the typical 

cleansing of the earthly was accomplished by the removal of the sins by which it had been polluted, 

so the actual cleansing of the heavenly is to be accomplished by the removal, or blotting out, of the 

sins which are there recorded. But before this can be accomplished, there must be an examination of 

the books of record to determine who, through repentance of sin and faith in Christ, are entitled to the 

benefits of His atonement. The cleansing of the sanctuary therefore involves a work of investigationð 

a work of judgment. This work must be performed prior to the coming of Christ to redeem His people; 

for when He comes, His reward is with Him to give to every man according to his works. 

(Revelation 22:12.)ðThe Great Controversy, 421:3. 

 

11. What does Jesus say as He finishes the work of cleansing the heavenly sanctuary? 

Zephaniah 2:1-3; Revelation 22:11. 

 

12. What is Jesus' final act in cleansing the heavenly sanctuary? 

 

It was seen, also, that while the sin offering pointed to Christ as a sacrifice, and the high priest 

represented Christ as a mediator, the scapegoat typified Satan, the author of sin, upon whom the sins 

of the truly penitent will finally be placed. When the high priest, by virtue of the blood of the sin 

offering, removed the sins from the sanctuary, he placed them upon the scapegoat. When Christ, by 

virtue of His own blood, removes the sins of His people from the heavenly sanctuary at the close of 

His ministration, He will place them upon Satan, who, in the execution of the judgment, must bear 
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the final penalty. The scapegoat was sent away into a land not inhabited, never to come again into the 

congregation of Israel. So will Satan be forever banished from the presence of God and His people, 

and he will be blotted from existence in the final destruction of sin and sinners.ðThe Great 

Controversy, 422:2. 

 

Beautiful Things to Remember 

1. The sanctuary in heaven is the very centre of Christ's work in behalf of men. It opens to view the 

plan of redemption, bringing us down to the very close of time, and revealing the triumphant issue of 

the contest between righteousness and sin.ðThe Great Controversy, 488:3. 

 

2. The sins of the people were transferred, in figure, to the earthly sanctuary; so in the new covenant 

the sins of the repentant are transferred, in fact, to the heavenly sanctuary.ðThe Great Controversy, 

421:3. 

 

3. For eighteen centuries this work of ministration continued in the first apartment of the sanctuary. 

The blood of Christ, pleaded in behalf of penitent believers, secured their pardon and acceptance with 

the Father, yet their sins still remained upon the books of record. As in the typical service there was 

a work of atonement at the close of the year, so before Christ's work for the redemption of men is 

completed, there is a work of atonement for the removal of sin from the sanctuary. This is the service 

which began when the 2300 days ended. At that time, as foretold by Daniel the prophet, our High 

Priest entered the most holy, to perform the last division of His solemn workðto cleanse the 

sanctuary.ðThe Great Controversy, 421:2. 

 

4. The cleansing of the sanctuary therefore involves a work of investigationða work of judgment. 

This work must be performed prior to the coming of Christ to redeem His people; for when He comes, 

His reward is with Him to give every man according to his worksðThe Great Controversy, 422:0. 

 

5. As the people of God afflict their souls before Him, pleading for purity of heart, the command is 

given, "Take away the filthy garments," and the encouraging words are spoken, "Behold, I have 

caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will  clothe thee with change of raiment." Zechariah 3:4. 

The spotless robe of Christ's righteousness is placed upon the tried, tempted, faithful children of God. 

The despised remnant are clothed in glorious apparel, nevermore to be defiled by the corruptions of 

the world. Their names are retained in the Lamb's book of life, enrolled among the faithful of all ages. 

They have resisted the wiles of the deceiver; they have not been turned from their loyalty by the 

dragon's roar. Now they are eternally secure from the tempter's devices. Their sins are transferred to 

the originator of sin. A "fair miter" is set upon their heads.ðProphets and Kings, 591:1. 

 

Texts to Remember 
 

Acts 17:31; James 2:8-12; Revelation 14:7; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Revelation 22:11 

 

Define or Identify 

 
Chronicled; Mediator; Scapegoat; Justified; Probation; Scrutiny 
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LESSON 64 - JESUS IN THE SANCTUARY - SUMMARY OF UNIT 

9 

Thy way, O God, is in the sanctuary. Psalm 77:13. 
 

When the Lord  descended upon Mount  Sinai, the place was consecrated by His presence. 

Moses was commanded to put bounds around the mount and sanctify it, and the word 

of the Lord was heard in warning: "Take heed to yourselves, that ye go not up into the 

mount, or touch the border of it: Whosoever toucheth the mount shall be surely put to 

death: there shall not an hand touch it, but he shall surely be stoned, or shot through; 

whether it be beast or man, it shall not live." Exodus 19:12, 13. Thus was taught the 

lesson that wherever God manifests His presence, the place is holy. The precincts of 

God's temple should have been regarded as sacred.ðThe Desire of Ages, 156:1 (1940 ed., 

155:4). 
 

The Sanctuary Is Where God Dwells 
1. Define "sanctuary." 
2. Name several "places" in which God dwells. 

3. Where is God's throne? 

4. What makes any earthly place holy? 

 

The Earthly Tabernacle 
1. From what did Moses pattern the sanctuary he built? 
2. Be able to draw a chart of the sanctuary and place the furniture. 

3. The articles of furniture in the court and the tabernacle represented: 

 

a. The courtðthis earth, where Jesus' expiatory sacrifice took place. 

b. The altar of burnt offeringsðthe cross of Calvary. 

c. The laverðthe washing away of sins and the presence of the Innocent One. 

d. The golden candlesticksðHim who is the Light  of the world , and, in a secondary sense, those 

who shine for Him in this earth. 

e. The shewbreadðHim who is "the Bread of Life ." 

f. The altar of incenseðHis mediatorial work in heaven and His merits that ascend with every 

fervent, sincere prayer. 

g. The Ark of the Covenantðthe foundation of God's government, His throne. 
h. The Ten Commandment lawðthe pr inciples upon which His government is founded. 

i. The mercy seatðthe place where justice and mercy meet in the great plan of salvationðthe 

glory of His kingdom of grace. 

j. The ShekinahðGod's eternal presence. 

k. The two covering cherubimðthe angel host as they contemplate God and His throne in 

reverence and adoration. 

l. The angels interwoven in the curtains of side and ceiling of the tabernacleðthe angels that 

surround the throne of God in willing obedient service and adoration. 

m. The gold used in the building of the tabernacleð"faith and love." 
n. The priestsðJesus Christ in His work of mediation for men. 

o. The sacrificesðthe sacrifice of the divine Son of God as "the  Lamb of God, which taketh away 

the sin of the world."  
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The Daily Service of the Tabernacle 

1. What were the two divisions of the earthly sanctuary service? 

2. What do each of the following represent? 

a. Priesthood. 

b. Morning and evening offering of a lamb. 

c. High priest. 

d. White linen robe. 

3. Name the most sacred article worn by the high priest. 

4. Put yourself in the place of the priest and officiate a case through the sanctuary service. 

 

The Day of Atonement 

1. When was the Day of Atonement? Give day and month. 

2. Is sin transferable? How? 

3. Be able to follow the work of the high priest as he officiated in the cleansing of the Sanctuary. 

4. Who is the scapegoat? 

5. Why was the Day of Atonement the most solemn day of all? 

6. List the items which on the Day of Atonement represented Christ. 

 

The Heavenly Sanctuary 

1. What is Jesus doing now in the heavenly sanctuary? 

2. List some expressions which describe the heavenly sanctuary. 

3. What are some of the differences between the Aaronic and Melchizedek priesthoods? 

 

Jesus Sets the Date 

1. Can you figure out the date when Jesus entered the most holy place of the heavenly sanctuary and 

thus commenced the investigative judgment? 

2. When did the earthly sanctuary service really cease? 

3. State proof substantiating 457 B.C. as the starting date of the 2300- day prophecy. 

4. Who helped Daniel to understand the vision of the 2300 days? 

5. Draw a chart of the 2300-day prophecy, listing the year and day factors of the prophecy. 

6. Whose decree was issued in 457 B.C.? 

 

His Judgment is Come 

1. Define "investigative judgment." 

2. With whom does the judgment begin? And end? 

3. What does "probation" have to do with this judgment? 

4. Who is the "Ancient of Days"? 

5. What place does Jesus occupy in the judgment? 

6. What is the standard in the judgment? 

7. Name the books used in the judgment. 
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UNIT 10 -"THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST "  

 

 
God, in the time of the judgment and in accordance with  His uniform  dealing with 

the human family  in warning them of coming events vitally  affecting their  destiny 

(Amos 3:6, 7), sends forth  a proclamation of the approach of the second advent of 

Christ; this work is symbolized by the three angels of Revelation 14; and their 

threefold message brings to view a work of reform to prepare a people to meet 

Him at His coming. 

 

The time of the cleansing of the sanctuary, synchronizing with the period of the 

proclamation of the message of Revelation 14, is a time of investigative judgment, 

first wit h reference to the dead, and secondly, with reference to the living. 

This investigative judgment determines who of the myriads sleeping in the dust of 

the earth are worthy of a part in the first resurrection, and who of its living 

multitudes are worthy of translation. 
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LESSON 65 - THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST TO THE 

SEVEN CHURCHES 

Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep 

those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand. 

Revelation 1:3. 
 

Editorôs Note: For a comprehensive study please go to ñStudies in Revelation-The Seven 

Churchesò by Pastor Stephen Bohr by following the link below. 

https://secretsunsealed.org/studies-in-revelation-pdf-download/ 

 

In the Revelation are portrayed the deep things of God. The very name given to its 

inspired pages, "the Revelation," contradicts the statement that this is a sealed book. A 

revelation is something revealed. The Lord  Himself revealed to His servant the mysteries 

contained in this book, and He designs that they shall be open to the study of all. Its 

truths are addressed to those living in the last days of this earth's history, as well as to 

those living in the days of John. Some of the scenes depicted in this prophecy are in the 

past, some are now taking place; some bring to view the close of the great conflict 

between the powers of darkness and the Prince of heaven, and some reveal the triumphs 

and joys of the redeemed in the earth made new.ðThe Acts of the Apostles, 584:1. 

 

Introduction 
 

1. What promise is made to those who read and hear the words of the book of Revelation? 

Revelation 1:3. 
 

2. Through what steps does the revelation come from God to man? Revelation 1:1. 

 

a. God to Jesus Christ. 

b. Jesus to His angel Gabriel. Of Gabriel the Saviour speaks in the Revelation, saying that "He sent 

and signified it by His angel unto His servant John." Revelation 1:1.ðThe Desire of Ages, 99:1. 

c. Angel to His servant, the prophet. 

d. Prophet to the people. 

 

3. To whom is the Revelation of Jesus Christ addressed? Revelation 1:4, 11. 

 

The Seven Churches 
 

4. What is understood by "the seven churches"? 

ñThe names of the seven churches are symbolic of the church in different periods of the Christian 

Era. The number 7 indicates completeness, and is symbolic of the fact that the messages extend 

to the end of time, while the symbols used reveal the condition of the church at different periods 

in the history of the word.ò Acts of the Apostles, p. 585 

https://secretsunsealed.org/studies-in-revelation-pdf-download/
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5. Note the various characteristics of Christ brought out in the introduction to each church as, 

"Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith He." (See chart II.)  

 

6. The periods covered by each church are approximate. 

 

(1) Ephesus, ñDesirable," A.D. 31-100. 

(2) Smyrna, "Myrrh," A.D. 100- 323: 

(3) Pergamos, Watchtower,ò or Elevation,ò A.D. 323-538. 

(4) Thyatira, "Sweet: Smelling Savor," A.D. 538 to the Reformation (about 1563). 

(5) Sardis "Song of Joyò from the-Reformation to 1798. 

(6) Philadelphia, "Brotherly Love,ò A.D. 1798-1844. 

(7) Laodicea "Judgment or ñJudging of the people,ò 1844 to the end of time. 

There is a close relationship between Revelation 1-3 and Revelation 21, 22. While Revelation 1- 

3 portrays the church militant on earth, Revelation 21-22 portrays the church triumphant in the 

Eternal kingdom. Most of the promises that Jesus made to the seven churches in chapters 1-3 are 

repeated and fulfilled and realized in chapters 21-22. 
ñSTUDIES IN REVELATION-THE SEVEN CHURCHESò by Pastor Stephen Bohr 

https://secretsunsealed.org/studies-in-revelation-pdf-download/ 

 

 God has given us His truth, which we are to hold against all enemies until Jesus comes. 

 

The Laodicean Church 
 

7. To what people does the message to the church of Laodicea apply? 

 

I was shown that the testimony to the Laodiceans applies to God's people at the present time, and the 

reason it has not accomplished a greater work is because of the hardness of their hearts. But God has 

given the message time to do its work. The heart must be purified from sins which have so long shut 

out Jesus.ðTestimonies, vol. 1, 186:1. (Read the entire message in vol. 1, pp. 185-195.) 

https://secretsunsealed.org/studies-in-revelation-pdf-download/
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8. What was the gold the Laodiceans were to buy? 

 

Faith and love are the true riches, the pure gold which the True Witness counsels the lukewarm to 

buy. It makes the heart rich; for it has been purged until it is pure, and the more it is tested the more 

brilliant is its luster.ðTestimonies, vol. 4, 88:1, 2. 

 

9. What is represented by the white raiment? 

 

The white raiment is purity of character, the righteousness of Christ imparted to the sinner. This is 

indeed a garment of heavenly texture, that can be bought only of Christ for a life of willing 

obedience.ðTestimonies, vol. 4, 88:2. 

 

10. What is the salve for the eyes said to be? 

 

The eyesalve is that wisdom and grace which enables us to discern between the evil and the good, 

and to detect sin under any guise. God has given His church eyes which He requires them to anoint 

with wisdom, that they may see clearly; but many would put out the eyes of the church if  they could; 

for they would not have their deeds come to the light, lest they should be reproved. The divine eyesalve 

will impart clearness to the understanding. Christ is the depositary of all graces. He says: "Buy of 

Me." ðTestimonies, vol. 4, 88:2. 

 

Think About This 

1. "Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things 

which are written therein: for the time is at hand." Revelation 1:3. 

 

2. "Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings 

and priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever." Revelation 

1:5, 6. 

 

3. "I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, 

and which is to come, the Almighty." Revelation 1:8. 

 

4. "I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day." Revelation 1:10. "The Sabbath was made for man, and not 

man for the Sabbath: therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the Sabbath." Mark 2:27, 28. God has 

claimed but one day as His, and that is the seventh-day Sabbath. 

 

5. The only safety now is to search for the truth as revealed in the word of God, as for hid treasure. 

The subjects of the Sabbath, the nature of man, and the testimony of Jesus are the great and important 

truths to be understood; these will  prove as an anchor to hold God's people in these perilous times.ð 

Testimonies, vol. 1, 300:1. 

 
6. In the Revelation all the books of the Bible meet and end. Here is the complement of the book of Daniel. 

One is a prophecy; the other a revelation. The book that was sealed is not the Revelation, but that portion of 

the prophecy of Daniel relating to the last days. ð Acts of the Apostles, 585:1. 

 

Texts to Remember: 

Revelation 1:3; Revelation 2; Revelation 3 
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Chart  2                                   THE SEVEN CHURCHES 

CHURCHES OR 

PERIODS 

 

SPEAKER 
PERIOD 

COVERED 

 

EXHORTATIONS 

PROMISES 

TO THE 

OVERCOMER 

 
EPHESUS 
(Desirable) 

"He that holdeth 

the seven stars in 

His right hand" 

 
Apostolic Age: 

A.D. 31-100 

 
"Repent, and do the 

first works" 

"Will I give to 

eat of the tree 

of life." 

 
SMYRNA 

(Myrrh) 

"The First and the 

Last, which was 

dead, and is alive." 

Second, third and 

fourth centuries: 

A.D 100-323 

"Be thou faithful unto 

death, and I will give 

thee a crown of life." 

"Shall not be 

hurt of the 

second death." 

 
 

PERGAMOS 

(Elevation) 

 
"He which hath the 

sharp sword with 

two edges." 

Errors and evils 

are brought into 

the church in the 

5th and 6th 

centuries: A.D. 
323-538 

 

 
"Repent" 

"Give to eat of 

the hidden 

mannaégive 

him a white 

stoneéa new 

name." 

 

THYATIRA  

(Sweet smelling 

savor) 

 
 

"The Son of God" 

 

538 to the 

Reformation 

(about 1563) 

 

"That which ye have 

already hold fast till I 

come." 

"Will I give 

power over the 

nationséI will 

give him the 
Morning Star." 

 

 

 

SARDIS 

(Song of joy) 

 

 

"He that hath the 

seven Spirits of 

God, and the seven 

stars." 

 

 

 

The Reformation 

to 1798. 

 

 

 
"Be watchful, and 

strengthen the things 

which remain." 

"Clothed in 

white raiment." 

"I will not blot 

out his name 

out of the book 

of life." "I will 

confess his 

name before 

My Father, and 
é His angels." 

 

 
PHILADELPHIA 

(Brotherly Love) 

"He that is holy" 

"He that is true." 

ñHe that openeth, 

and no man 

shutteth, and no 

man openeth." 

 

 

1798- 1844 

 
 

"Hold that fast which 

thou hast, that no man 

take thy crown." 

I will "make a 

pillar in the 

temple of My 

God." "I will 

write upon him 

the name of 
My God." 

 

 
 

LAODICEA  

(Judgment) 

 
"The Amen." 

"The faithful and 

true Witness." 

"The beginning of 

the creation of 

God."  

 
Last stage of the 

church: 1844 to 

end. Period of 

investigative 

judgment. 

ñBuyé gold tried in 

the fire." 

"Buyéwhite 

raiment." ñAnoint 

thine eyes with 

eyesalve." "Be 

zealous therefore, 

and repent." 

 

 
ñSit with Me 

in My 

throne."  
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LESSON 66 - THE 7 SEALS OPENED - REVELATION 5, 6  

For the great day of His wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand? 

Revelation 6:17 

Revelation 4:1 to 8:1 and ñStudies in Revelation ï THE SEVEN SEALSò 
By Pastor Stephen P. Bohr 

Editorôs Note: For a comprehensive study please follow the link below. 
https://secretsunsealed.org/studies-in-revelation-the-seven-seals-pdf-download/ 

 

Synopsis and Overview of the Seven Seals25 

The seals are a portrayal of sacred history, not secular history. They describe a 

succession of historical events between the inauguration of Christ as priest/king in 

heaven and His final coming to take over the absolute kingship of the world. The 

seals have a certain ñflowò. That is to say, they are not a description of individual, 

isolated and disconnected events of church history but rather a sequential and 

interconnected description of Satanôs battle strategy as he attempts to take over 

complete dominion of the world. On the other hand, the true church filled with the 

Holy Spirit is Christôs chosen method to gain the victory in the struggle for world 

dominion. This battle is exemplified in the imagery of the building of Godôs spiritual 

temple in Acts of the Apostles, pp. 596-602. 

Under the first seal the Apostolic Church goes out conquering and to conquer. 

These conquests of the enemyôs territory infuriate the hosts of wickedness who 

bring about persecution under the Roman emperors (red horse), doctrines of 

darkness under Constantine (black horse) and death during the middle Ages 

(yellow horse). 

The fifth seal opens to view the fact that the battle is far from over when the 

persecutions of the middle Ages come to an end. There will  be a final  struggle, no 

holds barred, for world dominion. An even greater number of martyrs will lose 

their lives in this battle for the word of God and the testimony which they held. 

This battle is described in Revelation 12, 13; 14:18-20; 16:4-7; 17:6; 18:20, 24; 

19:2. The fifth  seal shows that the battle for  world  dominion will  have a great final 

struggle. 

The two stages of martyrs of the fifth seal must be understood in the context of 

the two periods of dominion of the Roman Catholic papacy. In between the two 

periods of persecution is the deadly wound (Revelation 13:3). This perspective is 

also found in Daniel 11 where the scenes of verses 30-39 will  be repeated in verses 

40-45. The fifth  seal itself indicates that the historical events of the first  four  seals 

will  transpire once more but on an accentuated and global scale. It  is not that the 

first four seals will be fulfilled again but rather that the historical events which 

fulfilled them will occur once more in similar fashion. If the injustices of the first 

four seals in church history led the martyrs to cry out in the fifth seal, then we 

would expect the cry in the future to come as a result of injustices similar  to those 

in the first  four  seals in the future. As the little  horn thought it  could change the 

https://secretsunsealed.org/studies-in-revelation-the-seven-seals-pdf-download/
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Sabbath during the 1260 years, so the beast will impose Sunday observance on 

pain of death in the future 

The future will  look something like this: As at Pentecost, Godôs people will  receive 

the power of the latter rain as the disciples received the power of the early rain. 

The church will go out with power to preach the light and truth of Godôs wordð 

conquering and to conquer (PK, p. 725: White horse). This will awaken 

persecution (red horse) as the doctrines of darkness and superstition (black horse) 

overwhelm the world (Revelation 18:2, 3). Eventually Godôs people will be 

condemned to death (pale horse). These will be the second group of martyrs that 

are mentioned in Revelation 6:9-11. When the martyrs were slain it looked like 

the enemies of Christ had triumphed (AA, p. 581). At the end of human history 

once again the martyrs will cry out (fifth seal). Again it will appear that Satanôs 

kingdom is about to take over the whole world  and that the lone dissenting voices 

will be forever silenced. If Satan could blot the remnant from the earth, his 

triumph would be complete (GC 618). The battle will rage between the remnant 

of God and the dragon, the beast and the false prophet. The martyrs will cry out 

to God for justice from their graves (Ellen White makes this clear in her 

quotations about the martyrs in the fifth seal). Finally Jesus will take the 

battlefield and finish the work and take over kingship of the world. Jesus rides 

forth as a mighty conqueror. Signs in the sun, the moon and the stars (sixth seal) 

announce the coming of the victorious king. He comes as King of kings and Lord 

of lords and as the lion of the tribe of Judah. 

Thus the final scenes will repeat the general principles of the seven seals. At the 

end the church will  once again be pure and will  go out conquering and to conquer. 

As a result persecution will come. Darkness will come into the church because 

Babylon will be full of demons. As a result death will be decreed upon Godôs 

people and the martyrs will cry out for justice. Then the category of the martyrs 

will be complete. 

Ellen White and the Seals 1 

She clearly indicates that the introductory vision of Revelation 4-5 applies to Christôs 

inauguration as High Priest upon His ascension. This gives us the crucial starting point for 

the seven seals. 1
 

 

In short, Revelation 4-5 describes Jesus going from earth to heaven on a cloud to His Father 

in the holy place upon His ascension to be invested as High Priest. On the other hand, in 

Daniel 7, Jesus is portrayed as coming on clouds from the holy to the most holy place to His 

Father in 1844 to be invested as Judge and ultimately as King. The same beings are present 

on both occasions and this is why the scenes are so similar. The relationship between 

Revelation Chapters 4, 5 and 7, 19 Notice the following chiastic structure: 

 

¶ Church militant in Revelation 2, 3 becomes the church triumphant in Revelation 21, 22 

¶ The seals in Revelation 4:1-8:1 reach their climax in Revelation 19, 20 
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¶ The trumpets in Revelation 8:2-11:19 reach their climax in Revelation 16-18 

Comments on Revelation Chapter 4: The throne room is prepared for the arrival of the 

war hero. The focus on this chapter is upon God the Father as Creator.2 

 
Parallels between Revelation 4, 5, 7, 19. 3 

Revelation 4 Revelation 5 Revelation 7 Revelation 19 

 
Father (4:2) Father (5:1) Father (7:10) God (19:4) 

24 Elders (4:4) 24 Elders (5:6) 24 Elders (7:11) Elders (19:4) 

4 Living Creatures (4:6-7) 4 Living Creatures (5:6) 4 Living Creatures (7:11) Creatures (19:4) 

Seven Spirits (4:5) Seven Spirits (5:6) Work finished Work finished 

Lamb (5:6) Lamb (7:10, 17) Lamb (19:7, 9) 

Angelic Hosts (5:11) Angels (7:11) 

Great multitude (7:9) 

Angels (19:6) 

Great Multitude (19:1, 6) 

 

 

 

Words of Explanation:  3
 

It will be noticed that in Revelation 4 the Father, the elders, the four living creatures and the seven 

Spirits are present. In Revelation 5 the angelic hosts and the Lamb are added but the seven Spirits 

are sent to the earth. Finally, in Revelation 7 and 19 the great multitude of the redeemed join the 

scene. A careful analysis of the hymns reveals that in chapter 4 the motivation for singing is creation. 

In chapter 5 the motivation is redemption. But in chapters 7 and 19 the motivation is deliverance in 

the final crisis. This can be seen in Revelation 7:10 where salvation from annihilation in the great 

tribulation is the motivation and in Revelation 19:1, 2 where Godôs people have been delivered from 

the great harlot and are rejoicing because the marriage of the Lamb has come. Songs by the elders, 

the four living creatures have faded from view and now the redeemed are the singers. 

 

Summary of Revelation Chapter 4 4 

The central focus of chapters 4 and 5 is upon Jesus who came to this world, overcame the devil 

and ascended victoriously to heaven. In the seals, Godôs people go through the same 

experience of Jesus. They suffer, they overcome and they will finally stand victorious in 

heaven. 
 

The key word in chapters 4, 5, 7 and 19 is ñthrone.ò The word is used 19 times in chapters 4-5, 

seven times in Revelation 7:9-17 and two times in 19:1-10. 

 

In chapter 4 there are four living creatures, twenty-four elders, God the Father and the Holy 

Spirit (the seven Spirits). The seven lamps of fire and the altar of incense are there. But orders 

of being are missing: Jesus Christ and the angelic hosts. Where is the Son in chapter 4? And 

where is the angelic host? 

 

ñAll heaven was waiting to welcome the Savior to the celestial courts. As He ascended, He 

led the way, and the multitude of captives set free at His resurrection followed. The heavenly 

host, with shouts and acclamations of praise and celestial song, attended the joyous train. 

There is the throne [with God the Father on it], and around it the rainbow of promise. There 
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are cherubim and seraphim [the four living creatures]. The commanders of the angel hosts, the 

sons of God, the representatives of the unfallen worlds [the twenty-four elders], are assembled. 

The heavenly council before which Lucifer had accused God and His Son, the representatives 

of those sinless realms over which Satan had thought to establish his dominion,--all are there 

to welcome the Redeemer. They are eager to celebrate His triumph and to glorify their 

King. 

But He waves them back. Not yet; He cannot now receive the coronet of glory and the royal 

robe. He enters into the presence of His Father [now we know who was seated on the throne]. 

He points to His wounded head, the pierced side, the marred feet; He lifts His hands, bearing 

the print of nails [He presents Himself as the Lamb as though He had been slain]. He points to 

the tokens of His triumph; He presents to God the wave sheaf, those raised with Him as 

representatives [the down payment] of that great multitude who shall come forth from the 

grave at His second coming. He approaches the Father [Revelation 5:7], with whom there is 

joy over one sinner that repents; who rejoices over one with singing. Before the foundations 

of the earth were laid, the Father and the Son had united in a covenant to redeem man if he 

should be overcome by Satan. They had clasped Their hands in a solemn pledge that Christ 

should become the surety [He would redeem the lost possession] for the human race. This 

pledge Christ has fulfilled. When upon the cross He cried out, "It is finished," He addressed 

the Father. The compact had been fully carried out. Now He declares: Father, it is finished. I 

have done Thy will, O My God. I have completed the work of redemption. If Thy justice is 

satisfied, "I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am." 

John 19:30; 17:24 

 

The voice of God is heard proclaiming that justice is satisfied. Satan is vanquished. Christ's 

toiling, struggling ones on earth are "accepted in the Beloved." Eph. 1:6. Before the heavenly 

angels and the representatives of unfallen worlds, they are declared justified. Where He is, 

there His church shall be [this is what the scroll reveals, who will inherit with Jesus]. "Mercy 

and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other." Ps. 85:10. The 

Father's arms encircle His Son, and the word is given, "Let all the angels of God worship Him." 

Heb. 1:6. 

With joy unutterable, rulers and principalities and powers acknowledge the supremacy of the 

Prince of life. The angel host prostrate themselves before Him, while the glad shout fills all 

the courts of heaven, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and 

wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing." Rev. 5:12. 

Desire of Ages, pp. 833-835 4 

 

Summary of the Introductory Vision and the First Seal 

¶ The Ascension of the War Hero: Acts 1:9-11; DA, pp. 830-833; AA, pp. 30-34. 
¶ The Arrival of the War Hero in heaven is anointed as priest/king. This event is 

announced by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on earth: Revelation 5; Acts 2; AA pp. 

35-46 (especially pages 38, 39). 

¶ The conquests of the Apostolic church in the first seal: AA, pp. 47-602. 
 

1. What came into John's view at the opening of the first seal? Revelation 6:1 
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THE WHITE HORSE represents the conquests of the Apostolic Church and its rider 
symbolizes Jesus. The first seal is parallel to the first church, Ephesus .6 

 

The Symbols 6 

¶ A white horse with its rider - In Zechariah 10:3-6, Judah is compared to a conquering horse: 

¶ White - White is a symbol of purity (Psalm 51:7; Psalm 45:3-5; Isaiah 1:18; Daniel 7:9; 

12:10) and the apostolic church was a pure church both in doctrine and in lifestyle.7 

¶ A crown ï The word for crown here is stephanos. With few exceptions, the stephanos is the 

crown that is given to one who has gained the victory after a struggle8 (Revelation 2:10; James 

1:12; II Timothy 4:8; I Corinthians 9:24-27) 

¶ A bow- II Kings 13:17 emphasizes that the bow and arrow represent Godôs deliverance in 

battle.7 

¶ Conquering and to conquer8 - He desired his people to go forth  conquering and to conquer 
{RH, July 10, 1900 par. 15} 

 

2. At the opening of the second seal what took place? Revelation 6:3, 4. 

 

THE RED HORSE represents the persecutions against the church by Imperial Rome. It is parallel 

to the second church, Smyrna.9 

 

The Symbols:9
 

¶ Color Red - Represents bloodshed because the sword takes away peace from the earth and 

the result is war and bloodshed (Isaiah 63:2; Nahum 2:3; Revelation 17:1-6). 

¶ Sword - The sword represents the Bible (Hebrews 4:12, 13; Ephesians 6:17; Isaiah 49:2; 

Revelation 19:13, 15, 21). But the sword also represents the civil power (Romans 13:1-4). 

How do these swords relate to one another? 
 

3. The opening of the third seal presented what view? Revelation 6:5, 6. 

 

THE BLACK HORSE: Infiltration of the church by the world . The Parallel Church: 

Pergamum11
 

 

Satanôs two methods against Godôs people: (Abel and the flood story are examples) 

Persecution and infiltration.  
 

Historical Context 11 

¶ The White Horse: The victories of the early church - Ephesus: The Apostolic church 

¶ The Red Horse: The imperial persecutions - Smyrna: The persecuted Church 

¶ The Black Horse: Infiltration of the church by the world - Pergamum: The compromising 

church 

 

This is the period of the church of Pergamum. Satanôs throne was in Pergamum. This is the 

transition period when Constantine, the emperor of pagan Rome, gives his throne, power and 

authority to the papacy Pergamum is the connecting link  between the Roman Empire and 
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Papal Rome (Revelation 13:2). The restrainer is removed (study Romans 13:1-5 where the 

neuter and masculine are used) this is the period where the doctrine of Balaam enters the 

church. Balaam could not curse the church from outside so he infiltrated it with idolatry  and 

fornication . These two sins were the very ones that the church embraced when persecution 

ceased (Numbers 23:8-10, 21-23; 25:1, 2)11. 

 

An Era of Spiritual Darkness 

The accession of the Roman Church to power marked the beginning of the Dark Ages. As 

her power increased, the darkness deepened. Faith was transferred from Christ, the true 

foundation, to the pope of Rome. Instead of trusting in the Son of God for forgiveness of sins 

and for eternal salvation, the people looked to the pope, and to the priests and prelates to 

whom he delegated authority. They were taught that the pope was their earthly mediator and 

that none could approach God except through him; and, further, that he stood in the place of 

God to them and was therefore to be implicitly obeyed. A deviation from his requirements was 

sufficient cause for the severest punishment to be visited upon the bodies and souls of the 

offenders. Thus the minds of the people were turned away from God to fallible, erring, and 

cruel men, nay, more, to the prince of darkness himself, who exercised his power through 

them. Sin was disguised in a garb of sanctity. When the Scriptures are suppressed, and man 

comes to regard himself as supreme, we need look only for fraud, deception, and debasing 

iniquity. With the elevation of human laws and traditions was manifest the corruption that 

ever results from setting aside the law of God. {GC 55.1} 

 

Another step in papal assumption was taken, when, in the eleventh century, Pope Gregory 

VII proclaimed the perfection of the Roman Church. Among the propositions which he put 

forth was one declaring that the church had never erred, nor would it ever err, according to 

the Scriptures. But the Scripture proofs did not accompany the assertion. The proud pontiff 

also claimed the power to depose emperors, and declared that no sentence which he 

pronounced could be reversed by anyone, but that it was his prerogative to reverse the 

decisions of all others. {GC 57.2} 

 

The advancing centuries witnessed a constant increase of error in the doctrines put forth 

from Rome. Even before the establishment of the papacy the teachings of heathen 

philosophers had received attention and exerted an influence in the church. Many who 

professed conversion still clung to the tenets of their pagan philosophy, and not only 

continued its study themselves, but urged it upon others as a means of extending their 

influence among the heathen. Serious errors were thus introduced into the Christian faith. 

Prominent among these was the belief in man's natural immortality and his consciousness in 

death. This doctrine laid the foundation upon which Rome established the invocation of 

saints and the adoration of the Virgin Mary. From this sprang also the heresy of eternal 

torment for the finally impenitent, which was early incorporated into the papal faith.  

{GC 58.2} 
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The prophet of God beheld Jesus standing among the seven golden candlesticks with 

seven stars in His hand 
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4. The fourth seal. THE PALE HORSE Revelation 6:7, 8. 

Symbols and Expressions12 

¶ Color pale (chloros: The color of this horse is really a greenish pale as when a young shoot 

comes out of a tree. This paleness is the color of death). 

¶ Death and Hades (the grave ultimately follows death). 

¶ Fourth part of the earth (at this time the devastating power of the fourth horse and its rider 

is not universal). 

¶ Famine (scarcity of Godôs word). 

¶ Pestilence (in New Testament Greek the word thanatos technically means ódeathô. But in 30 

of the 50 times it appears in the Greek Old Testament (LXX) the Hebrew word deber is 

translated ñpestilenceò. To say that the fourth horse kills with death would be redundant. Death 

by the sword and famine brings pestilence or disease in its train and ultimately leads to death 

and the grave. 

¶ Wild  beasts (wicked leaders and nations who were inimical to Godôs people and behaved like 

wild beasts). 

 
This horse brought death and the grave for two reasons.13 

 

First, because Godôs people died of spiritual starvation and pestilence (see Amos 8:11, 12) 

and second because they died by the sword (Revelation 13:10). 

 

The Bible would exalt God, and place finite men in their true position; therefore its sacred 

truths must be concealed and suppressed. This logic was adopted by the Roman Church. For 

hundreds of years the circulation of the Bible was prohibited. The people were forbidden to 

read it or to have it in their houses, and unprincipled priests and prelates interpreted its 

teachings to sustain their pretensions. Thus the pope came to be almost universally 

acknowledged as the vicegerent of God on earth, endowed with authority over Church and 

State. {GC88 51.3} 
 

The Relationship between the Third, Fourth and Fifth Seals14 

The darkness and scarcity of bread under the third seal intensified under the fourth seal and 

led to death and the grave. Concerning this period, Ellen White explained: ñThe accession of 

the Roman Church to power marked the beginning of the Dark Ages. As her power increased, 

the darkness deepened.ò Great Controversy, p. 55 
 

When the church dies spiritually because she does not feed on the word of God, she begins to 

destroy those who do not share her lack of spirituality. Those who cannot defend their 

doctrines with the spiritual sword (the Bible); will do so with the literal sword. 
 

The martyrs who were slain under the period of the fourth horse cry out for God to judge and 

avenge their death. 
 

5. The fifth seal. Revelation 6:9-11. - THE CRY OF THE MARTYRS15 
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Under the fifth seal, the judgment has not yet taken place. We know this because the souls 

under the altar are crying out for their blood to be judged and avenged. This means that the 

judgment must transpire after the fifth seal. We will see that the judgment process does not 

begin until the after the signs in the sun, moon and stars in Revelation 6:12, 13. And the 

judgment execution will not take place until we get to chapter 19:1, 2. 

 
5a. What are the two stages of the 5th Seal? Daniel 7:25 

The Two Stages of the Fifth Seal16 

The text makes it clear that the crying out of the martyrs has two distinct historical stages. 

That is to say, there are two groups of martyrsðone from the past and the other from the 

future. 

When was the first group slaughtered? 

 

The first  stage of the martyrs is described in Daniel 7:25. We are told there that the little horn 

wore out the saints of the Most High for three and a half times: 

ñAnd he shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of the 

most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a 

time and times and the dividing of time.ò 
 

5b. The First Stage during the middle Ages: 

The first four churches are parallel to the first four seals: 
 

¶ White Horse: The apostolic church (Ephesus). 

¶ Red Horse: The church persecuted by the Roman emperors (Smyrna). 

¶ Black Horse: The compromising church during the time of Constantine the Great 

(Pergamum). 

¶ Pale Horse: The church of the middle Ages (Thyatira). 

 
ñThe vestments were removed one by one, each bishop pronouncing a curse as he 
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performed his part of the ceremony. Finally ñthey put on his head a cap or pyramidal-shaped 

miter of paper, on which were painted frightful figures of demons, with the word 

óArchhereticô conspicuous in front. óMost joyfully,ô said Huss, ówill I wear this crown of 

shame for Thy sake, O Jesus, who for me didst wear a crown of thorns.ò GC p. 108 

 

5c. What concluded the First stage of the Martyrs? 17 Revelation13:10, 

Romans 13:1-4 
 

(Revelation 13:10 KJV) He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with 

the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints. 
 

Answer: The Deadly Wound Concluded the First Stage of the Martyrs 
 

Romans 13:1-4 explains that the sword symbolizes the civil power of Rome. During the 

three and a half times or forty-two months the little horn (the beast) used the sword of the 

state to slay Godôs people. But the same sword of the state wounded the little horn (the 

beast) at the end of this time period. The First Group of Martyrs Rested before 179817 

Revelation 6:11, 14:13 

 

5d. The Second Stage of the Martyrs Revelation 13:3 

The deadly wound of the beast will be healed and then the beast will behave as it did in 

the past. 

Scenes similar to those described in these words will take place. We see evidence that Satan 

is fast obtaining the control of human minds who have not the fear of God before them. Let 

all read and understand the prophecies of this book, for we are now entering upon the time 

of trouble spoken of: [Daniel 12:1-4, quoted.] {13MR 394.2} 

The Spirit of the Lord is being withdrawn from the world. It is no time now for men to exalt 

themselves.. Let us beware of selfish greed.--Letter 103, 1904. 

ñWhen our nation shall so abjure the principles of its government as to enact a Sunday law, 

Protestantism will in this act join hands with popery; it will be nothing else that giving life 

[which means that it must have been dead] to the tyranny which has long been eagerly 

watching its opportunity to spring again [which means that the active despotism must have 

existed before] into active despotism.ò 5T, p. 712 

 

5e.The Relationship between the Fifth and Sixth Seals18 

Revelation 6:12, 13. Revelation 7: 1-8; Revelation 19:1, 2, Daniel 8:11-13; Daniel 11:44, 12:1 

 
The first part of the sixth seal (Revelation 6:12, 13) is the judging part of the fifth seal and 

the second part of the sixth seal (Revelation 6:14-17) is the avenging part of the fifth seal. 

In between we have the parenthesis of Revelation 7:1-8, the sealing of the righteous living. 

The martyrs and the 144,000 are two distinct groups. The martyrs are judged first and then the 

144,000 living saints will be judged last. 

The answer to plea of both groups of martyrs  is found in Revelation 19:1, 2. The avenging 

took place during the period of the seven last plagues, particularly when the wicked had to 

drink blood (Revelation 16:5-7) In Revelation 20:4 this same group is given the right to 

judge their  wicked oppressors. At  this point they must have received their  reward. (Bold 

is ours) 
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The persecution of the little horn during the middle Ages (Daniel 8:11-13) leads to the 

question: ñUntil whenò. Signs in the heavens announce the beginning of the judgment process 

(Revelation 6:12-13) Daniel 8:14 begins the process of judging to answer the pleas of the 

martyrs of the past. 
 

Daniel 11:44 describes the end time martyrs when the papacy resurrects from its deadly 

wound. In Daniel 12:1 the judgment ends, signs are seen in the heavens revealing that the 

judgment has ended (Matthew 24:30), Babylon comes to its end (Daniel 11:45) and Godôs 

people are delivered and rewarded (Daniel 12:2) 
 

6. The sixth seal. Signs of the Judgment Revelation 6:12-17. 
 

6a. Are the Signs Literal or Symbolic? 19 
We take much of what Revelation says symbolically. Why, then, do we understand the 

earthquake and the signs in the sun, the moon and the stars to be literal? The answer is found 

in the meaning of a Greek word that is used four times in Revelation 6:12, 13, the word ñasò 

(hos). 

 

Ranko Stefanovic says about the meaning of this word: ñ. . . the repeated usage of the word 

óasô or ólikeô (Gr. hos) in the text appears to be very significant. The sun becomes black as 

sackcloth, the moon as blood, the stars of the sky fall as do the figs of the fig tree, and heaven 

splits as the papyrus scroll. In Greek, this word óintroduces a figurative analogy to an actual 

eventô which is compared with something figurative. This suggests that these heavenly signs 

are intended to be taken literally.ò (Ranko Stefanovic, Revelation of Jesus Christ, p. 244) 

 
6b. What makes the Lisbon earthquake, the Dark Day of 1780 and the Leonid Star 
Shower of 1833 unique? The answer is fourfold: Location, order, time and intensity.20 

With regards to location it is not coincidental that these signs appeared in Europe and in the United 

States. Europe, because there the deadly wound would be given to the papacy and this would mark 

the end of the tribulation of 1260 days. The United States, (especially New England) because there 

the message of the judgment would be proclaimed powerfully by the Millerites beginning in the 

1830s. C. Mervyn Maxwell well states: ñThe location of the classic signs was highly significant. They 

happened in Europe and America primarily, where people were studying the Bible and pondering the 

prophecies.ò Magnificent Disappointment, pp. 93, 94. 

 

6c. The Great Earthquake, Lisbon, November 1, 1755.21
 

Luke 21:25. Mark 13: 24-26. Revelation 6:12 
In fulfillment of this prophecy there occurred, in the year 1755, the most terrible earthquake 

that has ever been recorded. Though commonly known as the earthquake of Lisbon, it 

extended to the greater part of Europe, Africa, and America. It was felt in Greenland, in the 

West Indies, in the island of Madeira, in Norway and Sweden, Great Britain and Ireland. It 

pervaded an extent of not less than four million square miles. In Africa the shock was almost 

as severe as in Europe. A great part of Algiers was destroyed; and a short distance from 

Morocco, a village containing eight or ten thousand inhabitants was swallowed up. A vast 

wave swept over the coast of Spain and Africa engulfing cities and causing great destruction. 

It was in Spain and Portugal that the shock manifested its extreme violence. At Cadiz the 

inflowing wave was said to be sixty feet high. Mountains, "some of the largest in Portugal, 

were impetuously shaken, as it were, from their very foundations, and some of them opened 
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at their summits, which were split and rent in a wonderful manner, huge masses of them being 

thrown down into the adjacent valleys. Flames are related to have issued from these 

mountains."-- Sir Charles Lyell, Principles of Geology, page 495. 

 

6d. The Darkening of the Sun, May 19, 1780. 21 

In the Savior's conversation with His disciples upon Olivet, after describing the long period of 

trial for the church,--the 1260 years of papal persecution, concerning which He had promised 

that the tribulation should be shortened,--He thus mentioned certain events to precede His 

coming, and fixed the time when the first of these should be witnessed: "In those days, after 

that tribulation, the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light." Mark 13:24. 

The 1260 days, or years, terminated in 1798. A quarter of a century earlier, persecution had 

almost wholly ceased. Following this persecution, according to the words of Christ, the sun 

was to be darkened. On the 19th of May, 1780, this prophecy was fulfilled. ñAlmost, if not 

altogether alone, as the most mysterious and as yet unexplained phenomenon of its kind, . . . 

stands the dark day of May 19, 1780,--a most unaccountable darkening of the whole visible 

heavens and atmosphere in New England." R. M. Devens, Our First Century, page 89. 

 

6e "The Stars of Heaven Fell," November 13, 1833. 

ñScientific study of the orbits of shooting stars began after the occurrence of the most brilliant 

meteoric shower on record,--that of November 13, 1833. This spectacle which excited the 

greatest interest among all beholders, and was looked upon with consternation by the ignorant, 

many of whom thought that the end of the world had come, was witnessed generally 

throughout North America, which happened to be the part of the earth facing the meteoric 

storm. Hundreds of thousands of shooting stars fell in the course of two or three hours. The 

Encyclopedia Americana, article: ñMeteors or Shooting Stars.ò 

 

The Second Stage of the Sixth Seal 22
 

6f. With what does the second part of the 6th Seal deal? Revelation 6:14-17 
 

It will be remembered that the question of the martyrs in the fifth seal has to do with two 

things: ñjudging and avengingò. The first part of the sixth seal answers the first part of this 

plea in heaven by the judgment. That is to say, the little horn would be judged after it trampled 

on the saints for three and a half times. Part one of the sixth seal (6:12, 13) deals with the 

ñjudgeò aspect. This part was announced by the great earthquake and the signs in the heavens 

(6:12, 13). 

 
The second part of the sixth seal (6:14-17) deals with the second part of the martyrsô 
plea, that is, the ñavengeò aspect. This is discerned clearly in Revelation 6:17. The wrath of 

the Lamb will  be poured out upon those who oppressed His people during the second stage of 
persecution. 

 

In between these two stages of the sixth seal we have the judgment. 

First, we have the vindication of the martyrs who were slain and then at the very end we have 

the sealing of the 144,000 living saints. For the living saints the sealing of the 144,000 is the 

judging phase (Revelation 7:1-8) and the reward given to the great multitude is the avenging 

stage (Revelation 7:9-17) 
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The second part of the sixth seal (the ñavengingò part) is picked up in The Great 

Controversy, pp. 641, 642. On these pages Ellen White quotes Revelation 6:14-17. (See also 

Hebrews 12:25- 27; Joel 3:16; Jeremiah 25:30-33; Isaiah 2:19-21; Isaiah 34:4; Psalm 2:2-4) 

Revelation 19:1-10 presents a great multitude standing victoriously in heaven. Revelation 

19:1, 2 clearly indicates that at this point the avenging has already taken place. The harlot has 

been judged and Godôs people have been avenged. Revelation 19:18 refers to the same groups 

of people as in Revelation 6:15, 16. And Revelation 19:18-20 reaches the same climax again. 

 

7. The seventh seal. Silence in Heaven Revelation 8:1. 

The seventh seal mentions a period of silence in Heaven for about half an hour. A half 

hour in prophetic time would be seven and a half days so about a half hour would be seven 

days. This silence will mark an event that takes place as Jesus comes on the clouds 

to avenge the blood of His people. 23 

7a. Who shall be able to stand? 23 Psalm 15 

The seventh seal involves a question that is asked as Jesus begins His second coming to the 

earth, an event that will take several days: (see Habakkuk 2:20; Zephaniah 1:7; Zechariah 

2:13)ñBefore His presence "all faces are turned into paleness;" upon the rejecters of God's 

mercy falls the terror of eternal despair. ñThe heart melteth, and the knees smite together, and 

the faces of them all gather blackness." Jeremiah 30:6; Nahum 2:10. The righteous cry with 

trembling: "Who  shall be able to stand?" The angels' song is hushed, and there is a period 

of awful silence [this would be the half hour of silence of the seventh seal]. Then the voice of 

Jesus is heard, saying: "My grace is sufficient for you." The faces of the righteous are lighted 

up, and joy fills every heart. And the angels strike a note higher and sing again as they draw 

still nearer to the earth.ò Great Controversy, p. 641 

The half hour of silence in heaven: (Habakkuk 2:20ðin context immediately before chapter 

3 where Jesus comes from heaven at His second coming. Jesus now takes His people to heaven 

(GC, pp. 645-657) and gives them the insignia of their royal state (the crown of glory, the 

victors, crown and the shining harp (GC, p. 646; Rev. 7:9; Rev. 2:10; 2 Timothy 4:7, 8; 

Revelation 14:2; 15:2; GC, pp. 648, 649) 

 
REFERENCES: 
https://secretsunsealed.org/studies-in-revelation-the-seven-seals-pdf-download/ 
 
1. Studies in Revelation ï The Seven Seals, by Pastor Stephen Bohr, SecretsUnsealed.org , P 248 
2. P 8 
3.  P 22 
4.  P 29-31 
5.  P 38 
6.  P 39 
7.  P 41 
8.  P 42 
9.  P 45 
10. P 46 
11. P 49 
12. P 55 
13. P 60 
14. P 61 
15. P 63 
16. P 68 

17. P 70 
15. P 63 
16. P 68 
17. P 70 
18. P74 
19. P 77 
20. P 78 
21.  P 89 
22. P 97-98 
23. P101 
24. P105-106 
25. P107-108 
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Chart  3                          CHART OF THE SEVEN SEALS 

SEALS SYMBOL DESCRIPTION TIME  

 
FIRST 

 
WHITE HORSE 

( Ephesus) 

 
Rider had a crown and went forth to 

conquer 

 
1st Century 31-100 

A.D 

 

SECOND 

 
RED HORSE 

(Smyrna) 

 
Power to take peace from the earth, to 

kill one another 

2nd century to the 

Edict of Milan in 

313. 100 -313 A.D 

 

 
THIRD 

 
 

BLACK HORSE 

(Pergamos) 

Rider had balances in his hand. "A 

measure of wheat for a penny." "Three 

measures of barley for a penny." "Hurt 

not the oil and the wine." (Good and 

Evil combined) 

From Edict of 

Milan to 

establishment of 

the papacy in 538. 

313-538 A.D. 

 

 
FOURTH 

 
 

PALE HORSE 

(THYATIRA)  

 

Rider named Death. Hell followed. 

Power to kill with sword, hunger, death, 

beast of the earth. Death 

for Christians. 

From 538 to the 

time of the 

Protestant 

Reformation in 

1517. 538 -1517 
A.D. 

 

 

 
FIFTH 

 

 
SOULS UNDER 

THE ALTAR 

( Sardis) 

 

Slain for the word of God and for the 

testimony which they held. "How long, 

O Lord?" "White robeségiven unto 

every one of them." They were to rest 

for a little season. Persecution. 

 

 
During the period 

of the Reformation 

1517-1755 

 

 

SIXTH 

 

GREAT 

EARTHQUAKE 

(Philadelphia) 

 

Sun became black as sackcloth, moon 

became as blood. Stars of heaven fell. 

Heaven departed as a scroll. Great men 

of earth hide themselves from the Lamb. 

"Who shall be able to stand?" 

From the time of 

the Lisbon 

earthquake in 1755, 

to the coming of 

Christ. 1755 - 

END 

 

 

 
SEVENTH 

 

 
SILENCE IN 

HEAVEN  

(Laodicea) 

 

 
 

1/2 HOUR SILENCE IN HEAVEN =  

7 days 

 

 

 
Coming of Christ 
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LESSON 67 - THE SOUNDING OF THE SEVEN TRUMPETS 

Revelation 8:2 to 11:19 and ñSTUDIES IN REVELATION ï THE 

SEVEN TRUMPETSò by Pastor Stephen Bohr 

 

Editorôs Note: For a comprehensive study please follow the link below. 

https://secretsunsealed.org/studies-in-revelation-the-seven-trumpets-pdf-download/ 

 

The book of Revelation follows the order of the Hebrew sanctuary. In the series on 

the seven churches Jesus is among the candlesticks, in the series on the seals He is at 

the table of the showbread, in the series on the trumpets He is at the altar of incense, 

in Revelation 11:19 He moves into the most holy place to begin His ministration 

there, in Revelation 15:5-8 He closes the sanctuary ministration, in Revelation 16-19 

the plagues fall and in Revelation 20 we have the scapegoat ceremony and the 

cutting off of the wicked. Extracting the trumpets from their legitimate context and 

inserting them in the future destroys the beautiful symmetry of the book (for more 

on the literary structure of Revelation see, God Cares, volume 1, p. 33, 37, 48-49. 1 

 

ñThe literary structure divides the book of Revelation into two major sections: (1) a 

historical section (Rev 1-14) that emphasizes the experience of the church and 

related events during the Christian Era, and (2) an eschatological (end time) section 

(Rev 15-22) that focuses particularly on end-time events and the end of the world.ò 

 

The prophecies of the seals and of the trumpets have only one prophetic 

fulfillment.ò Frank B. Holbrook, editor, Symposium on Revelation, volume 1, p. 177 2 

 

The Relationship between the trumpets and the plagues.3 
 

The trumpets and the plagues fall upon the same things and in the exact same order: 

 

¶ First trumpet and plague: Afflict the earth 

¶ Second trumpet and plague:   Afflicts the sea 

¶ Third trumpet and plague: Afflicts the rivers and fountains of waters 

¶ Fourth trumpet and plague: Afflict heavenly bodies 

¶ Fifth trumpet and plague: Heavenly bodies darkened 

¶ Sixth trumpet and plague: Mention of the Euphrates 

¶ Seventh trumpet and plague:  Kingdom 

 
I  believe that the trumpets represent preliminary  and partial  judgments that fell upon the 

oppressors of Godôs people beginning with the destruction of Jerusalem and ending with 

the setting up of Christôs everlasting kingdom. The partiality of these judgments is denoted 

by the fact that the trumpets only fall on thirds and not on the totality. Repentance during the 

blowing of the trumpets is possible. 

The plagues, on the other hand, describe final and total judgments of God upon 

end time Babylon after the close of probation. Each plague is Godôs judgment upon 

some particular sin that Babylon has committed. The plagues are retributive in 

character and not remedial. Repentance is not possible once the plagues begin to 

fall . 

https://secretsunsealed.org/studies-in-revelation-the-seven-trumpets-pdf-download/
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A careful study of the trumpets and the plagues reveals that the trumpets foreshadow 

the plagues. In other words, the trumpets are the type and the plagues are the 

antitype. 3 

 

The Meaning of Trumpets 3
 

Trumpets are used in many contexts in the Old and New Testamentsðworship, sanctuary, 

judgment. In the case of Revelationôs seven trumpets it is clear that the trumpets are related to 

the theme of judgment. We will find that the blowing of each of the seven trumpets brings a 

judgment against those who have oppressed Godôs people Numbers 10:8-10 is a key verse. In 

this verse, we find that: Trumpets were blown so that the Lord would remember His covenant 

with Israel and save them from their enemies. The trumpets answer the pleas of Godôs people in 

the seals. When Godôs people are oppressed, their pleas go before God and God remembers His 

covenant and sends judgments on their oppressors. The trumpets are Godôs response to the 

powers that have oppressed and persecuted His peopleðtheir pleas are heard and answered. The 

pleas of Godôs people in the trumpets can be better understood in the context of the imprecatory 

Psalms where Godôs people cry out for God to be faithful to His covenant and to deliver them 

from their enemies. In parallel fashion, the seven last plagues will have the same moral 

reason. Each of the plagues will be a punishment of God upon Babylon for some particular sin 

that Babylon has committed against God and His people. Frequently Godôs voice is depicted as 

the sound of the trumpet (Hebrews 12:19) In I Corinthians 15:51, 52, I Thessalonians 4:16, 17 

the dead are raised when the trumpet sounds but in John 5:28, 29 it is the voice of Jesus that 

resurrects the dead. This is why Revelation 1:10 describes the voice of Jesus as the sound of the 

trumpet. 

 

Timeline of the Trumpets 5 

The seventh trumpet is when Jesus takes over the kingdoms of the world (11:15) but 

when that trumpet is about to sound probations closes (10:7). This means that the 

blowing of the previous six trumpets took place during probationary time. Earlier in 

Revelation God was spoken of as the one who was, is and is to come (Revelation 1:8), 

but in Revelation 11:17 (at the seventh trumpet) He is spoken of as the one who is and 

who was and has taken His great power and begun to reign. 

 

Importance of the Introductory Visions Revelation 8:2-5 

Revelation 8:2-5 gives the starting point and ending point of the trumpets series. The 

starting point is the when the intercessory work of Jesus begins. The ending point is 

when the censer is cast to the ground, probation closes, and the temple is filled with 

smoke (Revelation 15:5-8). After this the plagues are poured out culminating with the 

earthquake, lightning and thunder (Revelation 16:17-21). The phenomena that occur 

in the seventh plague are very similar to the phenomena in the introduction to the 

trumpets. 

 

1. Where did John, in holy vision, see seven angels? What was given each angel? 

Revelation 8:2 
 

In the holiest I saw an ark; on the top and sides of it was purest gold. On each end of the ark 

was a lovely cherub, with its wings spread out over it. Their faces were turned toward each 

other, and they looked downward. Between the angels was a golden censer. Above the ark, 

where the angels stood, was an exceeding bright glory, that appeared like a throne where God 

dwelt. Jesus stood by the ark, and as the saints' prayers came up to Him, the incense in the 
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censer would smoke, and He would offer up their prayers with the smoke of the incense to His 

Father. {CET 91.3} 

 

Christ proclaims Himself our Intercessor. He would have us know that He has graciously 

engaged to be our Substitute. He places His merit in the golden censer to offer up with the 

prayers of His saints, so that the prayers of His dear children may be mingled with the fragrant 

merit of Christ as they ascend to the Father in the cloud of incense. {HP 79.3} 

 

TRUMPET 1 6 Revelation 8:7 

2. What followed the blowing of the trumpet by the first angel 

2b. When must the Trumpets begin? 

The trumpets must begin in apostolic times if they are parallel to the churches and the seals. And 

the first trumpet must be a judgment upon those who first oppressed Godôs people. What judgment 

fell upon oppressors of Godôs people in apostolic times? There is only oneðthe Jewish nation. 

We are told that judgment must begin at the house of God (I Peter 4:17) so the judgment must 

begin with the Jewish nation. In Ezekiel 9:6, the destroying messengers were told to begin the 

destruction at Godôs sanctuary. Jerusalem was destroyed with fire and the blood of Godôs apostate 

people was shed. The divine punishment against Jerusalem is portrayed as a censer being thrown 

down and the city being burned with fire (Ezekiel 10:2, 6, 7, 22, 2 Chron. 36:14-23). 

 

The Symbol of Thirds7 

3. What do the Trumpets foreshadow? 

 

A third of the trees would mean that this was a partial judgment that points forward to a greater 

judgment in the future. The trumpets foreshadow the plagues. 

 

The prophecy which He uttered was twofold in its meaning; while foreshadowing the destruction 

of Jerusalem, it prefigured also the terrors of the last great day. {GC 25.3} 

 

TRUMPET 2 8 Revelation 8:8-9 

4. When the second angel sounded, what is represented as being "cast into the sea," and 
what was the result? Revelation 8:8, 9. 

 

4b. What is the important principle of Galatians 6:7? 

 

A careful study of the first three churches, Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, clearly indicates a 

progression from the Apostolic church to the Compromising church. Ephesus symbolizes the 

Apostolic church. Smyrna is symbolic of the persecuted church during the dominion of pagan 

Rome. This is clearly indicated by the constant ñdeath languageò used with reference to this church 

(see, Revelation 2:8-11). Stedman comments about this period: ñProphetically viewed, this church 

[Smyrna] is a picture of the period in history from about 160 A. D. to 320 A. D., the rise of 

Constantine, the first so-called Christian emperor. The whole period has been termed the ñAge of 

Martyrsò.ò 

 

The nominal conversion of Constantine, in the early part of the fourth century, caused great 

rejoicing; and the world, cloaked with a form of righteousness, walked into the church. Now the 

work of corruption rapidly progressed. Paganism, while appearing to be vanquished, became the 
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conqueror. Her spirit controlled the church. Her doctrines, ceremonies, and superstitions were 

incorporated into the faith and worship of the professed followers of Christ. {GC 49.2} 

 

This compromise between paganism and Christianity resulted in the development of "the man of 

sin" foretold in prophecy as opposing and exalting himself above God. That gigantic system of 

false religion is a masterpiece of Satan's power--a monument of his efforts to seat himself upon 

the throne to rule the earth according to his will. {GC 50.1} 

 

The Apostolic Church (Ephesus) spread like grassfire. Satan responded by persecuting the church 

(Smyrna). But the more the church was persecuted, the more it grew. Therefore, Satan decided to 

change his strategy. Not able to destroy the church from outside by persecution, Satan decided to 

infiltrate the church. In 313 A. D. persecution ended. Constantine the Great, an avowed worshiper 

of the sun-god Mithra proclaimed a decree of toleration. Constantine became a ñChristianò and 

proclaimed the first civil Sunday law, calling it ñthe Venerable Day of the Sunò. In fact, 

Constantine had a coin minted with the inscription, Deus Sol Invictus (ñto the invincible sunò). 

The entire empire now became ñChristianò. 

 

In conclusion, in a very real sense, pagan Rome grew out of Pergamum (Daniel 8) and papal 

Rome grew out of spiritual Pergamum (Revelation 2:13; Daniel 7:8-9). 

 

5. What would the judgment of the Second Trumpet bring? 

 
The judgment of the second trumpet would bring the collapse of the entire social and 

economic order of the Roman Empire and this is what happened with Rome.9
 

 

The barbarians invaded between 378 and 476. In 378, the Visigoths wiped out an entire 

Roman army including the Roman Emperor Valens. In 410 they ravaged Rome, the 

first time that anyone had done this in 800 years. In 455 the Vandals ransacked Rome 

for a second time. They vandalized the city for two weeks, systematically and 

persistently. They looted everything of value they could lay their hands on. They 

carried off to Carthage the solid-gold seven branched lampstand, the very one that in 70 

A. D. Titus had carried off to Rome from the temple in Jerusalem. Genseric, the leader 

of the Vandals was a human predator. The empire persecuted the Jews, Christians such 

as Ignatius and Polycarp and heretical Christians such as the Arians. God now came in 

judgment against Rome. 

The Barbarians destroyed the routes of commerce, decimated the cities and 

sacked Rome so that Rome became practically a ghost town. 9
 

 

TRUMPET 3 10 Revelation 8:10-11 

6. What was to take place under the third trumpet? Revelation 8:10, 11. 

 

6a. What can the Falling star NOT be? 

The Historical Context 11
 

The Falling Star 

The fall of this star represents, portrays the great apostasy that defiled the church from 

within when Papal Rome arose to power from the shambles that the barbarians left in the 

Roman Empire. 

The falling star of this trumpet cannot refer to the original fall of Satan from heaven 

because that happened at the very beginning before creation week. It cannot refer to him 
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falling at the cross either because the events of the third trumpet transpire well into the 

Christian era after the fall of Jerusalem (first trumpet) and the Roman Empire (second 

trumpet). 

 
The Burning Lamp 11

 

The word ñlampò (lampades) in Revelation 8:8 refers to a burning torch. It is used in 

John 18:3 to describe the Pharisees who came with torches to arrest Jesus. It is also used 

in Acts 20:8 to describe torches where the apostle Paul was preaching at night. 

The act of falling represents apostasy 

Several texts use the word ñfallò to describe apostasy. Among those are found Isaiah 14:12; 

Revelation 2:5; Romans 11:11; I Corinthians 10:12 and Hebrews 4:11. 

Rivers and springs of Water 

The fountains of waters are different than the raging waters of the sea (Isaiah 17:12, 

13). The fountains of waters are the life giving waters that restore and perpetuate life. 

Wormwood and Apostasy 

In Deuteronomy 29:17, 18 gall and wormwood describe the terrible consequences that 
would ensue if Israel fell into apostasy. 

The Defiled Waters 

The rivers and springs of water must have been clean before they were defiled another 

indication that we are dealing with apostasy here. When the star falls it pollutes the 

fountains of waters with Wormwood and bitterness and many people die. If the pure 

spring waters represent the Word of God imparted to man through the instrumentality 

of the Holy Spirit then the defiling of the waters would mean the corruption of the Word 

of God. 

 

TRUMPET 4 12 Revelation 8:12-13 

 
Jesus is the Greater light who is symbolized by the sun. 

 

7. What was to occur under the fourth trumpet? Revelation 8:12 

 

The historical context is important: After the Star named Wormwood defiles the waters of the 

pure Gospel, the heavenly bodies were partially darkened. This darkness will deepen 

significantly during the fifth trumpet. 

 

ñGod makes His sun to shine on the just and on the unjust, and this sun represents 

Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, who shines as the light of the world, giving His 

blessings and mercies, seen and unseen, to rich and poor alike.ò Testimonies to 

Ministers pp. 280 

 
The Meaning of the Stars Daniel 12:3; 12:10 

The wise are those who understand Bible prophecy and they are like stars. 

The Two Witnesses and the 1260 Year Darkness 

ñThe two witnesses represent the Scriptures of the Old and the New Testament. Both are 

important testimonies to the origin and perpetuity of the law of God. 

The Old Testament gives witness to Jesus (John 5:39, 40, 45-47; Luke 24:25-27, 44-46). 

The New Testament also gives witness to Jesus (see John 21:24, 25). The two witnesses 

give testimony to Jesus. 

The darkening of the sun and moon ñAn Era of Spiritual Darkness.ò 

ñThe accession of the Roman Church to power marked the beginning of the Dark Ages. 
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As her power increased, the darkness deepened. Faith was transferred from Christ, 

the true foundation, to the pope of Rome. Instead of trusting in the Son of God for 

forgiveness of sins and for eternal salvation, the people looked to the pope, and to the 

priests and prelates to whom he delegated authority. GC p. 55 

 
TRUMPET 5 13 Revelation 9:1-3 

8. What did John see when the fifth Angel sounded? Revelation 9:1-3. 
 

THE ELIJAH TYPOLOGY 

In the Old Testament story, Jezebel the pagan priestess introduced the apostasy into Israel. In 

Revelation Thyatira is a period of history when the Christian church blended paganism and 

Christianity and acted like Jezebel. 

The issues in the conflict involved the law of God, worship and the Gospel ( For 

further study go to: Studies in Revelation ï The Seven Trumpets by Stephen Bohr- 

SecretsUnsealed.org, P.62- 255) 

 

There is a distinction between the first four and the last three in the series of the 

seven churches, seven seals and seven trumpets.14 

The fifth church, seal and trumpet are transitional. 14
 

The fifth church, seal and trumpet are backward and forward looking. They look 

back to the period of persecution under the fourth in the series but they also look 

forward to the judgment under the sixth and seventh in the series.14 

In Revelation 3:4, 5 the judgment is announced in the context of the fifth church, 

Sardis. 
 

In Revelation 6:9-11 the judgment is announced in the context of the fifth seal. 

In Revelation 9:4, the judgment is announced in the context of the fifth trumpet. 

The period of the fifth trumpet, (the first woe) is amplified in Revelation 11:2-12. 

Revelation 11:13 then briefly introduces the period of the sixth trumpet. 
 

The Meaning of the word ñwoeò or ñalasò 

The Greek word ouai is an exclamatory interjection that portends pain, calamity, 

suffering and sorrow. 
 

The Fifth Trumpet and the first woe (GC p. 265-288) 

As we shall see later on in this study, both the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy 

describe the French Revolution as the fulfillment of the fifth trumpet and the first 

woe. 

 

TRUMPET 6 15 Revelation 9:13, 14 

9. When the sixth angel sounded, what command was given by a voice from the four horns 
of the golden altar? Revelation 9:13, 14. 

Note: We know for certain that the drying up of the Euphrates at the time of the sixth plague 

occurs after the close of probationary time because the seven bowls of Godôs unmingled wrath 

will be poured out after the close of probation (see Revelation 15:5-8 and 16:1) 17 
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Some have confused the four angels who hold the winds in Revelation 7:1-4 with these four angels 

that are released to wreak havoc on mankind. But these four angels are not the good angels that 

hold back the winds of strife in Revelation 7:1-4. These are evil angels that are waiting for God 

to release them so that they can wreak havoc on mankind as can be seen in the succeeding context. 

We are not to understand that only four angels cause the devastation. The number 4 represents 

universality or global extent (see Ezekiel 7:2; Matthew 24:31; Revelation 7:1, 2). In other words, 

Satan and his angels go to the whole world to wreak havoc beginning in 1844 but especially 

intensifying as the close of probation approaches. 

 

The sixth trumpet (Revelation 9:13-21) is a vivid description of the gathering or mustering of the 

wicked by Satanôs three symbolic angels for the final battle against Godôs remnant (Revelation 

16:13-16). This final gathering, which began in 1844, will intensify until the close of probation. 

 

Immediately before the close of probation (when the seventh angel is about to blow his trumpet) 

Satan will bring about a great counterfeit Pentecostal revival (Revelation 13:13). The purpose of 

this revival will  be to preempt and counterfeit the true revival that will  take place at the outpouring 

of the latter rain. Inspiration tells us that the False Prophet (apostate Protestantism) will  even make 

fire come down from heaven in the sight of men, a miracle that parodies the falling of fire from 

heaven in the days of Elijah and the manifestation of tongues of fire on the Day of Pentecost (see 

Revelation 13:13; GC p. 464). This gathering of the wicked during the sixth trumpet (in Revelation 

9:13-21) is further amplified in Revelation 12:17, 13:11-18, 14:18-20 and 16:13-16. 

 
The period of the sixth trumpet (the second woe) is fully amplified in Revelation 10:1- 

11:1. 

 

Revelation 9:13-21: The sixth trumpet is described but when it concludes in verse 21 there is no 

reference to the second woe passing (this seems to indicate that chapters 10 and 11 will  have more 

to say about the period of the sixth trumpet). 

 

The sixth trumpet is to be understood as the negative side (the perspective of the enemies) of end 

time events while Revelation 10 should be seen as the positive side (the perspective of the remnant) 

of the same time period. Expressed another way, the sixth trumpet describes the attitude of the 

enemies of the two witnesses in the end time while Revelation 10 describes the attitude of the 

faithful remnant during the same period. 

 

The sixth trumpet carries us from 1844 all the way to the close of probation when the mystery of 

God is finished (Revelation 10:7). We know this because the seventh trumpet describes the close 

of probation and Jesus taking over the kingdoms of the world. 

 

In Revelation 14:6-13, the fourth and fifth trumpets have faded from view. The emphasis now 

will fall upon the message that will be proclaimed by the remnant during the time when the sixth 

trumpet is blowing. This is the óprophesying againô of Revelation 10:11. 

 
That is to say, Revelation 14:6-13 takes us back to the time when the first angelôs message began 

to be proclaimed to the world (in the 1830ôs and early 1840ôs) after the fifth  trumpet and fifth  woe 
ended in 1798. 

 

This is the period when the two witnesses resurrected and no longer gave their testimony in 

sackcloth. 

 

The sixth trumpet polarizes the world into two groups: those who have the seal of God and 

those who receive the mark of the beast (Revelation 14:9-11) ending with the two groups (the 
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enemies and the remnant) once again in Revelation 14:9-11. 

 

10. At what time is the mystery of God to be finished? Revelation 10:7. 

 

Revelation 9:13-21 The gathering of the wicked from 1844 till the close of probation 

Revelation 10:1-11:1 The gathering of the righteous from 1844 until the close of 
probation 

Revelation 12:17; 13:11-18 The gathering of the wicked before the close of probation 

Revelation 14:6-12 The gathering of the righteous before the close of probation 

Revelation 14:14-20 The wicked and righteous have been gathered inside and 
outside of the symbolic city, spiritual Jerusalem 18 

 

When the two groups have been gathered, the seventh trumpet sounds and the mystery of 

God is finished. This is described in Revelation 14:14-20 where both the harvest and the grapes 

of the earth are ripe. The remnant is to be found in spiritual Jerusalem while outside the city are 

the enemies who are intent on destroying the remnant (Revelation 14:18-20; see the background 

of Joel 3). 

As we have mentioned before, the only other time that the name ñthe great river Euphratesò appears 

in the book of Revelation is in chapter 16 and verse 12 so there must be a relationship between 

the sixth trumpet and the sixth plague.19 

Some have sought to find an application of the sixth trumpet to the phenomenal growth of radical 

Islam because the river Euphrates is mentioned. The question that begs to be asked is this: What 

hermeneutical principle allows them to say that the Euphrates in Revelation 9 is referring to a 

literal geographical location in the Middle East while the Euphrates of Revelation 16 refers to 

the multitudes of the whole world under the control of spiritual Babylon. In short, why is the 

Euphrates in Revelation 16:12 to be understood as symbolic while the one in Revelation 9 is to 

be understood as literal when both of them apply to the same period of the end time (sixth trumpet 

and sixth plague)? Are not geographical restrictions removed after the cross? 19 

 

11. What is the mystery of God? Galatians 1:11; Ephesians 3:3-6; 1 Timothy 3:16. 

 

TRUMPET 7 20 Revelation 11:15-19 

12. What takes place under the sounding of the seventh trumpet? Revelation 11:15-19 

 

ñThe seventh trumpet, like the seventh seal and seventh vial, being the consummation, is 

accompanied differently from the preceding six: not the consequences on earth, but those IN 

HEAVEN, are described, the great voices and thanksgiving of the 24 elders in heaven, as the half- 

hour's silence in heaven at the seventh seal, and the voice out of the temple in heaven, óIt is done,ô 

at the seventh vial.ò Comment from Jemison, Fausset and Brown on Revelation 11:19 

ñThus, the seven seals, seven trumpets, and seven vials, are not consecutive, but parallel, ending 

in the same consummation. They, from distinct stand-points, unfold God's plans for bringing 

about the grand end, under three aspects, mutually complementing each other.ò Comment from 

Jemison, Fausset and Brown on Revelation 11:19 

We can be absolutely certain that the releasing of the four angels under the sixth trumpet takes 

place during probationary time. We know this because probation only closes when the mystery of 

God is finished under the seventh trumpet. This means that the releasing of the four angels in the 

sixth trumpet is not the same thing as releasing the four winds of Revelation 7. When the angels 

of Revelation 7 release the winds probation has closed. Notice the following quotations from Ellen 

White: 
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Righteous 

ñI saw that the four angels would hold the four winds until Jesus' work was done in the sanctuary, 

and then will come the seven last plagues.ò Early Writings p. 36 

ñWinds are a symbol of strife. The four winds of heaven striving upon the great sea represent the 

terrible scenes of conquest and revolution by which kingdoms have attained to power.ò GC p. 439 

ñAs yet the four winds are held until the servants of God shall be sealed in their foreheads. Then 
the powers of earth will marshal their forces for the last great battle.ò 6T p. 14. ChS 

p. 51 

ñThe restraining Spirit of God is even now being withdrawn from the world. Hurricanes, storms, 

tempests, fire and flood, disasters by sea and land, follow each other in quick succession. Science 

seeks to explain all these. The signs thickening around us, telling of the near approach of the Son 

of God, are attributed to any other than the true cause. Men cannot discern the sentinel angels 

restraining the four winds that they shall not blow until the servants of God are sealed; but when 

God shall bid His angels loose the winds, there shall be such a scene of strife as no pen can 

picture.ò 6T p. 408. 

 

An Overview of the Seven Trumpets 16 
 

Revelation 8:3, 4 Seven Trumpets 
Altar in heaven Offering incense 

 

Intercession 

 
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

 
Rev 8:5 
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earth 
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French 

Revolution 
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Revelation 6:9-11 34-70 A.D. 
300-476

 313-53AD 
538-

 
1789-1798 1844-Close of 

???? 

11:2-6 11:7-12 10:1-11:1,13 

Think About This 

ñThe restraining Spirit of God is even now being withdrawn from the world. Hurricanes, storms, 

tempests, fire and flood, disasters by sea and land, follow each other in quick succession. Science 

seeks to explain all these. The signs thickening around us, telling of the near approach of the Son 

of God, are attributed to any other than the true cause. Men cannot discern the sentinel angels 

restraining the four winds that they shall not blow until the servants of God are sealed; but when 

God shall bid His angels loose the winds, there shall be such a scene of strife as no pen can 

picture.ò 6T p. 408. 

Texts to Remember 
Revelation 8; 9 

 AD 1798AD AD probation  

Rev 8:7 Rev 8:8 Rev 8:9-11 Rev 8:12; Rev 9:1-11; Rev9:13-20 Wicked Rev 11:15-19 
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LESSON 68 - "THE DRAGON WAS WROTH WITH THE 

WOMAN"  

And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the 

remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the 

testimony of Jesus Christ. Revelation 12:17. 

 

Editorôs Note: For a comprehensive study please go to ñSTUDIES ON REVELATION 

12 &13ò by Pastor Stephen Bohr by following the link below. 

https://secretsunsealed.org/studies-in-revelation-12-13-pdf-download/ 

 

Woman in the Bible refers to the True Church. The Harlot refers to the Apostate 

Church. 

Only one woman: There is only one woman before Jesus was born, when Jesus was 

born, when the Church was persecuted for 1260 years and when the final remnant 

is persecuted. God has only one true Church in all ages. Dispensationalists are totally 

wrong when they say that God has two mutually separable peoples. There is only 

one Messiah and only one people of the Messiah. The same dragon is also active in 

all of the stages. 1 

The Five Stages of Revelation 12 2 

1. 12:1-5, 7-12: Pagan Rome 

2. 12:3: The Ten Horns: Divisions of Pagan Rome 

3. 12:6, 13-15: The 1260 years 

4. 12:16: The territory of the United States provides refuge 

5. 12:17: Persecution raises its ugly head again 
 

The Remnant of her Seed: Who, When and Where? 1) It rises at the end of the 1260 years. 

2) It originates in the territory of the United States. 3) It members will be commandment 

keepers. 4) They will possess the Testimony of Jesus. 2 

 

Three Centers of Focus 3 

1. Revelation 12:1-5 amplified in 12:7-12: The Child 

2. Revelation 12:6 amplified in 12:13-16: The Woman 

3. Revelation 12:17 amplified in chapter 13: The Remnant 

The Dragonôs Rage 4 

Earlier in the chapter we noticed that the dragon was enraged against the woman because the 

child was caught up to Godôs throne. But at the end of the chapter the rage is due to the fact that 

the remnant keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. Letôs talk 

a little about the commandments of God. 

https://secretsunsealed.org/studies-in-revelation-12-13-pdf-download/
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References to the Commandments of God in Revelation 
 

The expression ñkeep the commandments of Godò is used in three places in the book of 

Revelation: 12:17; 14:12 and 22:14. 
 

Reference # 1: 

Revelation 14:12: ñ[in contrast to those who worship the beast and his image and receive the 

mark]: ñHere is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep [tereoo] the 

commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.ò 

 

Reference # 2: 

Revelation 22:14 [we will deal with the disputed translation of this verse later]: ñBlessed are 

those who do [poieoo] His commandments that they may have the right to the tree of life, and 

may enter through the gates into the city.ò 

The text does not say that they believe in the commandments or have the commandments or 

teach the commandments or preach them but they keep them. 

So I guess if you teach that no one can keep them you are making God a liar! 

What does the word ókeepô mean? The Word ñkeepò means óto guardô, óto observe.ô It is used in 

with Revelation 16:15 to describe those who guard their robes. It is also used in John 9:16 where 

Jesus is accused of not ókeepingô the Sabbath. It is further used in James 2:10 and Matthew 19:17 

to describe the keeping of the Ten Commandments. 
 

Review of the literary structure of Revelation 12 5 

Flashbacks to heaven 

Israel in the Old Testament period denoted by the 12 stars 

The birth of the child 

Ascension of the child 

Victory celebration in heaven 

Wrath of the dragon against the woman 

Persecution for 1260 years 

The earth helps the woman 

Final war against the remnant 

This is historicism at its best! It gives us a broad sweep of history from the rebellion of Lucifer 
in heaven till the final war against Godôs people. 

 

1. What is represented by "a woman"? 

 

"A woman," signifies the true church. (2 Corinthians 11:2.) 

 

a. The true church is represented by a "chaste virgin." Jeremiah 6:2; 2 Corinthians 11:2. 

 

b. The apostate church is represented by a woman "full of names of blasphemy" and "drunken 

with the blood of the saints." Revelation 17:3-6. It is evident that God uses the figure of a woman, 

a pure woman, to represent His people, the church, and also a woman, corrupt and blasphemous, 

to represent the false or corrupt church referred to as the Harlot. 

 

"The sun," "the moon," "twelve stars." Revelation 12:1. 

2. What is represented by the sun that clothes the woman and the moon that she stands on? 

The answer is determined by the meaning of the greater light and the lesser light.  
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¶ The sun is the greater light and the moon is the lesser light (Genesis 1:16) 

¶ The sun: Represents Jesus Christ, the greater light (Psalm 84:11; Matthew 17:3; 

Revelation 1:16; Malachi 4:1) 

¶ The moon: the lesser light is the Bible which gives witness to Jesus (John 5:35, 39, 46, 47) 

¶ The twelve stars: They represent the twelve sons of Jacob. They are the founders which later 

form the twelve tribes of Israel, (Genesis 37:9, 10; Genesis 49:28). 

The twelve stars also represent the twelve apostles who are the founders of the New 

Testament Church: (Mark 3:14). Notice the number of times that the apostles are addressed 

as 'the twelve' (Matthew 10:1, 2, 5, 11:1; 20:17; 26:20). 
 

ñAs in the Old Testament the twelve patriarchs stood as representatives of Israel, so 

the twelve apostles stood as representatives of the gospel church.ò Acts of the Apostles 

p.19 

 

3. "Third part of the stars of heaven." Revelation 12:4. 

Before creation the dragon fought against Michael (Jesus) and swept away one third of His angels 
by his lies (tail). Satan deceived a third of the angels to rebel against God with him 

 

Satan in his rebellion took a third part of the angels. They turned from the Father and from 

His Son, and united with the instigator of rebellion. ðTestimonies, vol. 3, 115:0. 

 

4. "A Man -child." Revelation 12:2, 5. 

The testimony concerning the "Manchild," which the dragon seeks to destroy, is applicable to only 

one being that has appeared in this world, and that is our Lord Jesus Christ. No other one has been 

caught up to God and His throne, but He has been thus exalted. (Ephesians 1:20, 21; Hebrews 8:1; 

Revelation 3:21.) No other one has received from God the commission to rule all nations with a 

rod of iron, but He has been appointed to this work. (Psalm 2: 7-9.)ðUriah Smith, The Prophecies 

of Daniel and the Revelation, 551:2. 

 

5. "The dragon." Revelation 12:3, 7, 9-17. 

The line of prophecy in which these symbols are found, begins with Revelation 12, with the dragon 

that sought to destroy Christ at His birth. The dragon is said to be Satan; he it was that moved 

upon Herod to put the Saviour to death. But the chief agent of Satan in making war upon Christ 

and His people during the first centuries of the Christian Era, was the Roman Empire, in which 

paganism was the prevailing religion. Thus while the dragon, primarily, represents Satan, it is, in 

a secondary sense, a symbol of pagan Rome.ðThe Great Controversy, 438:2. 

 

6. "A thousand two hundred and threescore days." Revelation 12:6, 14. 

ñThe forty and two months are the same as the ñtime and times and the dividing of time,ò three 

years and a half, or 1260 days, of Daniel 7,ðthe time during which the papal power was to 

oppress God's people. This period, as stated in preceding chapters, began with the 

establishment of the papacy, A. D. 538, and terminated in 1798.ò Great Controversy, p. 439 

 

7. Why was this spoken: "Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea!"? 

Revelation 12:12. 

 
8. Explain "the earth helped the woman." 
They escaped to the United States of America, away from the rule of the Roman papacy 

 

9. Why was the dragon [Satan] "wroth with the woman"? Revelation 12:17. 
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We now discover the reason why the dragon is enraged with the woman and went to make war 

with her. The dragon was angry because he had been cast down to the earth at the cross. 6 

 

"And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, 

which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ." Revelation 12:17. 

In the near future we shall see these words fulfilled  as the Protestant churches unite with the world 

and with the papal power against commandment keepers. The same spirit which actuated papists 

in ages past will lead Protestants to pursue a similar course toward those who will maintain their 

loyalty to God. ð Testimonies, vol. 5, 449:2. 

10. The meaning of the waters: Isaiah 8:7, 8; Psalm 69:1, 2, 14, 15; Daniel 9:26; Isaiah 57:20; 

Psalm 68:21, 22; Psalm 89:9, 10; Jeremiah 51:36 (river=sea), Habakkuk 3:8, 15 The waters are 

not just any old waters, they are the river Euphrates. 
 

In Joshua 24:2, 3, 14, 15 the Euphrates River is described under the euphemism of ñthe 

Flood.ò 

 

Genesis 15:18 depicts the Euphrates as ñthe great Riverò (see also Isaiah 8:7, 8; 17:12, 13; 

59:19). 

 

Thus in Revelation 12 we are to understand the River (with  the definite article in the Greek) 

or Flood that the dragon spews out his mouth as the river Euphrates. 
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Think of This 

1. In the sixth century the papacy had become firmly established. Paganism had given place to the 

papacy. And now began the 1260 years of papal oppression foretold in the prophecies of Daniel 

and the Revelation. Persecution opened upon the faithful with greater fury than ever before, and 

the world became a vast battlefield. For hundreds of years the church of Christ found refuge in 

seclusion and obscurity.ðThe Great Controversy, 54:2. 

 

Texts to Remember 

 
Jeremiah 6:2 

Revelation 12:17 

 
 

REFERENCES 
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LESSON 69 - THE LEOPARD BEAST OF REVELATION 13  

And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of 

a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, 

and his seat, and great authority. Revelation 13:2. 

 

Editorôs Note: For a more comprehensive study please go to ñSTUDIES ON 

REVELATION 12 &13ò by Pastor Stephen Bohr by following the link below. 

https://secretsunsealed.org/studies-in-revelation-12-13-pdf-download/ 

 

In  chapter 13 [verses 1-10] is described another beast, "like  unto a leopard,"  to which 

the dragon gave " his power, and his seat, and great authority."  This symbol, as most 

Protestants have believed, represents the papacy, which succeeded to the power and 

seat and authority once held by the ancient Roman Empire. This prophecy, which is 

nearly identical with the description of the little horn of Daniel 7, unquestionably 

points to the papacy.ðThe Great Controversy, 43 9:1. 

 

1. What is there in the description of "the beast" that indicates it is a religious power? 

 

a. "Upon his heads the name of blasphemy." Revelation 13:1. 

b. "They worshiped the beast." Verse 4. (Italics ours.) 

c. "There was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies." Verse 5. 

d. "He opened his mouth in blasphemy against God." Verse 6. 

e. "It was given unto him to make war with the saints." Verse 7. 

f. "All that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of 

life." Verse 8. 2. 

 

2. When did "the beast" appear? Revelation 13:2. 

It appeared following the dragon power of chapter 12. 

 

If  it is correct to identify the dragon with the Roman Empire in the days of Christ, then a power is 

to be identified following the Roman Empire, which is closely related to it. The prophecy declares 

that "the dragon [Roman Empire] gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority." 

Revelation 13:2. 

 

3. In the light of the ecclesiastical nature of "the beast" what power would qualify as the 

recipient of the triple gift from the dragon? 

 

In the sixth century the papacy had become firmly established. Its seat of power was fixed in the 

imperial city, and the bishop of Rome was declared to be the head over the entire church. Paganism 

had given place to the papacy. The dragon had given to the beast "his power, and his seat, and 

great authority." Revelation 13:2. ð The Great Controversy 54:2 
 

Roman Empire 
Powerðworld-wide 

Seatðcity of Rome 
Great authority 

Papacy Powerð

world-wide Seatð

city of Rome Great 
authority 

https://secretsunsealed.org/studies-in-revelation-12-13-pdf-download/
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Catholics say the tiara of the pope of Rome is a 

symbol of his power and authority 

 

 

4. Similarity between the little horn of Daniel 7 and 

the beast of Revelation 13. 

 

Little Horn of Daniel 7 

a. "Made war with the saints." Daniel 7:21. 

b. "Speak great words against the Most High." Daniel 

7:25. 

c. Followed the fourth kingdom, which is the Roman 

Empire set forth in the prophecy. 

d. Was to continue "a time and times and the dividing 

of time." [1260 years (538-1798)] Daniel 7:25. 

 

The Beast of Revelation 13:1-10 
 

a. "To make war with the saints." Revelation 13. 

b. "Speaking great things and blasphemies." Revelation 13:5. 

c. Followed the Roman Empire, for it received from it "his power, and his seat, and great 

authority." Revelation 13:2. 

d. "To continue forty and two months." [1260 years (538-1798)] Revelation 13:5. 

 

5. "Wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed." Revelation 13.3 

 

It [the deadly wound) was inflicted when the pope was taken prisoner by Berthier, the French 

general, and the papal government was for a time abolished. Stripped of his power, both civil  and' 

ecclesiastical, the captive pope, Pius VI, died in exile at Valence in France, August 29, 1799. 

The deadly wound was given to the papacy when the sword of the state that the papacy had used 

to persecute Godôs people turned against it. The deadly wound then was the removal of the sword 

of the state from the hand of the papacy. This led to papacy into captivity because it could no 

longer use the power of the state to enforce its practices and dogmas. 

The ñwoundò however, will only be ñcompletely healedò when Church and State are 

united once again, when the religious power once again control the civil government 

that the authority of the state will be employed by the church to achieve its goals in 

persecuting Godôs people as during the Dark Ages. Revelation 13:11-12 

6. The concluding mark of identification of "the beast." Revelation 13:18. 

 

The number of the beast, says the prophecy, "is the number of a man." If it is to be derived from 

a name or title, the natural conclusion would be that it must be the name or title of some particular 

or representative man. The most plausible expression we have seen suggested as containing the 

number of the beast, is one of the titles applied to the pope of Rome. That title is this: Vicarius 

Filii  Dei, "Vicegerent of the Son of God."  It is worthy of note that the Douay Version of the 
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Bible has the following comment on Revelation 13:18: "The numeral letters of his name shall 

make up this number."ð Uriah Smith, The Prophecies of Daniel and the Revelation, 619:2. 
 

 

7. The letters in the title  which are Roman numerals add up to "his  number"  in the following 
manner (Revelation 13:18): 

 

 

Think of This 

1. There is a very close link between Revelation 13, 14 and 15. We know this because Revelation 

13 makes reference to the beast, his image, his mark and the number of his name (Revelation 

13:11-18). Revelation 14 warns against the beast, the image, the mark and the number of his 

name (Revelation 14:9-11) and Revelation 15:2-4 refers to a group that has gained the victory 

over the beast, his image, his mark and the number of his name. In Revelation 13 the beast, his 

image, his mark and his number are introduced, in Revelation 14 the world is warned against 
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them and Revelation 15 assures us that a group will heed the warning and gain the victory over 

them. Thus, Revelation 13, 14 and 15 must be studied together! 1 

2. Church and State in Revelation 13: The Background of Daniel 2. 1 

"We have come to a time when God's sacred work is represented by the feet of the image in 

which the iron was mixed with the miry clay. God has a people, a chosen people, whose 

discernment must be sanctified, who must not become unholy by laying upon the foundation 

wood, hay, and stubble. Every soul who is loyal to the commandments of God will see that the 

distinguishing feature of our faith is the seventh-day Sabbath. If the government would honor 

the Sabbath as God has commanded, it would stand in the strength of God and in defense of the 

faith once delivered to the saints. But statesmen will uphold the spurious sabbath, and will 

mingle their religious faith with the observance of this child of the papacy, placing it above the 

Sabbath which the Lord has sanctified and blessed, setting it apart for man to keep holy, as a 

sign between Him and His people to a thousand generations. The mingling of churchcraft and 

statecraft is represented by the iron and the clay. This union is weakening all the power of the 

churches. This investing the church with the power of the state will bring evil results. Men have 

almost passed the point of God's forbearance. They have invested their strength in politics, and 

have united with the papacy. But the time will come when God will punish those who have 

made void His law, and their evil work will recoil upon themselvesò Manuscript 63, 1899. 4BC 

1168 

3. When the church lost the simplicity of the gospel and the power of the Holy Spirit, apostasy 

came in, and as a result the church merged with the state. In the course of time the same scenes 

of the trial and crucifixion of Jesus took place all over again. But this time it was the church 

persecuting the disciples rather than the Jews persecuting Jesus. But by persecuting the church 

they were persecuting Jesus.2 Matthew 27:19: 

4. When Pilate (the civil ruler) was deliberating on whether to deliver Jesus unto death, his wife 

sent him a message, warning him to have nothing to do with this just man. But Pilate, instead 

of heeding his wife, because of the pressure of the people who in turn were pressured by 

the religious leaders and to save his political position washed his hands and delivered an 

innocent man to death. 2 Matthew 27:24 

Pilate was not innocent of the blood of this man. The same call goes out to the political rulers of 

the world today. Will they give in to the pressure of the church and condemn Godôs faithful 

people to death or will  they pay heed to the counsel of Pilateôs wife? The decision will  be in their 

hands.2 

 
5. Both Scripture and the Spirit  of Prophecy clearly affirm  that the history of Jesus will  be 
repeated again with His body, the church: 3 John 16:1-3 

ñThe forces of the powers of darkness will  unite with human agents who have given themselves 

unto the control of Satan, and the same scenes that were exhibited at the trial, rejection and 

crucifixion of Christ will  be revived. Through yielding to satanic influences men will  be merged 

into fiends, and those who were created in the image of God, who were formed to honor and 

glorify their Creator, will become the habitation of dragons, and Satan will see in an apostate 

race his masterpiece of evil--men who reflect his own imageò (Manuscript S 39, 1894). 

Texts to Remember: 

Revelation 13:2 
Revelation 13:18 

 

1. Studies in Revelation 12 & 13 . Study Notes by Stephen Bohr, SecretsUnsealed.org P32. 

2. P45 

3. P46 

4. P57 
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LESSON 70 - "THE MARK OF THE BEAST"  

And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive 

a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: And that no man might buy or 

sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his 

name. Revelation 13:16, 17. 

 
Editorôs Note: For a more comprehensive study please go to ñSTUDIES ON 

REVELATION 12 &13ò by Pastor Stephen Bohr by following the link below. 

https://secretsunsealed.org/studies-in-revelation-12-13-pdf-download/ 

 

The special characteristic of the beast, and therefore of his image, is the breaking of 

God's commandments. Says Daniel, of the little horn, the papacy, "He shall think to 

change the times and the law."  Daniel 7:25, R.V. And Paul styled the same power the 

"man of sin" [2 Thessalonians 2:3], who was to exalt himself above God. One 

prophecy is a complement of the other. Only by changing God's law could the papacy 

exalt itself above God; whoever should understandingly keep the law as thus changed 

would be giving supreme honour to that power by which the change was made. Such 

an act of obedience to papal laws would be a mark of allegiance to the pope in the 

place of God.ðThe Great Controversy, 446:1. 

John was called to behold a people distinct from those who worship the beast or his 

image by keeping the first  day of the week. The observance of this day is the mark of 
the beast. ð Testimonies to Ministers, 133:1. 

 

The papacy has attempted to change the law of God. 

The Sign of God's Authority 

1. What is a sign or mark of God's authority? Exodus 20:8-11; 31:17. 
 

The Sabbath is a sign of the relationship existing between God and His people, a sign that they 

honour His law. It distinguishes between His loyal subjects and transgressors. The Sabbath given 

to the world as the sign of God as the Creator is also the sign of Him as the Sanctifier. To those 

who keep holy the Sabbath day it is the sign of sanctification. And the Sabbath is the sign of 

obedience. He [the Sabbathkeeper] is sanctified through obedience. The Sabbath is a golden clasp 

that unites God and His people.ðTestimonies, vol. 6, 349:3 to 351:4. 

 

AntichristðSign of His Authority 

 
2. What power on this earth demands worship? 

 

Does this power claim to be God on earth? 2 Thessalonians 2:3, 4; Revelation 13:4, 8. The Pope 

is of so great dignity and so exalted that he is not a mere man, but as it were God, and the vicar of 

God. So that if  it were possible that the angels might err in the faith, or might think contrary to the 

faith, they could be judged and excommunicated by the Pope.ðFacts from Ferrarisô Ecclesiastical 

Dictionary, article, "Pope." (Source Book for Bible Students, 409:4 and 410:7.) 

https://secretsunsealed.org/studies-in-revelation-12-13-pdf-download/
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For thou art the shepherd, thou art the physician, thou art the director, thou art the husbandman; 

finally, thou art another God on earth.ðOration of Christopher Marcellus in the fourth session of the 

Fifth Lateran Council, 1512, quoted by Labbe and Cossart in History of the Councils, vol. 14, col. 109. 

(Quoted in English in Source Book for Bible Students, 411:2.) 

 

The Sign of Papal Authority 

 
3. What does the Catholic Church hold up as a sign of her authority? 

 

Q. By what authority did the church change the observance of the Sabbath from Saturday 

to Sunday? 

A. The church changed the observance of the Sabbath to Sunday by right of the divine, infallible 

authority given to her by her Founder, Jesus Christ. The Protestant, claiming the Bible to be the 

only guide of faith, has no warrant for observing Sunday. In this matter the Seventh-day Adventist 

is the only consistent Protestant.ðThe Catholic Universe Bulletin, Aug. 14, 1942, p. 4. 

 

It was the Catholic Church that authorized and sanctioned the change in the Lord's Day from the 

seventh day of the week to the first. She did it very early in her lifeðas by the end of the third and 

beginning of the fourth century, the custom and practice were universal. No other church existed 

at the time.ðLetter of C. F. Thomas, Chancellor to James Cardinal Gibbons, October 8, 1901. (Photostat 

No. 50, Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary.) 

 

The true Sabbath being a sign of loyalty to the true God, it is but natural that the false Sabbath 

should be regarded as a sign of allegiance to the apostate church. Such we find to be the caseð 

Bible Readings for the Home, 444:4. 

 

4. What will the two-horned beast demand of all before the end? Revelation 13:15-17. 

 

The beast with two horns "causeth [commands] all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and 

bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads." Revelation 13:16. ðThe Great 

Controversy, 445:2. 

 

Fearful is the issue to which the world is to be brought. The powers of earth, uniting to war against 

the commandments of God, will decree that all, "both small and great, rich and poor, free and 

bond" (Revelation 13:16), shall conform to the customs of the church by the observance of the 

false sabbath. All who refuse compliance will be visited with civil penalties, and it will finally be 

declared that they are deserving of deathðThe Great Controversy, 604:2. 

 

It has been shown that the United States is the power represented by the beast with lamblike horns, 

and that this prophecy will be fulfilled when the United States shall enforce Sunday observance, 

which Rome claims as the special acknowledgment of her supremacy. But in this homage to 

papacy the United States will not be alone.ðThe Great Controversy, 579:0. 

 

5. When will people receive "the mark of the beast"? 

 

Christians of past generations observed the Sunday, supposing that in so doing they were keeping 

the Bible Sabbath; and there are now true Christians in every church, not excepting the Roman 

Catholic communion, who honestly believe that Sunday is the Sabbath of divine appointment. 

God accepts their sincerity of purpose and their integrity before Him. 

But when Sunday observance shall be enforced by law, and the world shall be enlightened 

concerning the obligation of the true Sabbath, then whoever shall transgress the command 

of God, to obey a precept which has no higher authority than that of Rome, will thereby 
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honour popery, above God. He is worshiping the beast and his image. As men then reject 

the institution which God has declared to be the sign of His authority, and honour in its stead 

that which Rome has chosen as the token of her supremacy, they will thereby accept the sign 

of allegiance to Romeð"the mark of the beast." [Revelation 16:2.] And it is not until the issue 

is thus plainly set before the people, and they are brought to choose between the commandments 

of God and the commandments of men, that those who continue in transgression will receive "the 

mark of the beast"ð The Great Controversy, 449:1. 

 

6. Will there be those who get the victory over this power? Revelation 15:2-4. 

 

7. What will be the fate of those who worship the beast? Revelation 14: 9-11. 

 

8. Who will be cast into the lake of fire that burns with brimstone? Revelation 19:20. 

 

Think of This 

1. The Sabbath is the sign of obedience. He who from the heart obeys the fourth commandment 

will obey the whole law.ðTestimonies, vol. 6, 250:1. 

 

2. Every soul who accepts the sign of God's government places himself under the divine, 

everlasting covenant. He fastens himself to the golden chain of obedience, every link of which is 

a promise. ð Testimonies, vol. 6, 350:2. 

 

3. The fourth commandment alone of all the ten contains the seal of the great Lawgiver, the Creator 

of the heavens and the earth. Those who obey this commandment take upon themselves His name, 

and all the blessings it involves are theirs.ðTestimonies, vol. 6, 350:3. 

 

4. Sunday is a child of the papacy.ðEG. White, Review and Herald, July 13, 1897. 

 

5. The third angel's message has been sent forth to the world, warning men against receiving the 

mark of the beast or his image in their foreheads or in their hands. To receive this mark means to 

come to the same decision as the beast has done, and to advocate the same ideas, in direct 

opposition to the word of God. ð EG. White, Review and Herald, July 13, 1897. 

 

6. If the light of truth has been presented to you, revealing the Sabbath of the fourth 

commandment, and showing that there is no foundation in the word of God for Sunday 

observance, and yet you still cling to the false sabbath, refusing to keep holy the Sabbath which 

God calls "My holy day" [Isaiah 58:13], you receive the mark of the beast. When does this take 

place? When you obey the decree that commands you to cease from labour on Sunday and worship 

God, while you know that there is not a word in the Bible showing Sunday to be other than a 

common working day, you consent to receive the mark of the beast, and refuse the seal of God. If 

we receive this mark in our foreheads or in our hands, the judgments pronounced against the 

disobedient must fall upon us. But the seal of the living God is placed upon those who 

conscientiously keep the Sabbath of the Lord.ðEG. White, Review and Herald, July 13, 1897. 

 

Texts to Remember 

 
Exodus 31:17; Revelation 13:15-17; Revelation 15:2-4 

 

Define or Identify 
Apostate; Excommunicate; Homage; Infallible; Brimstone; Vicar; Complement 
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LESSON 71 - THE TWO -HORNED BEAST 

And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like 

a lamb, and he spake as a dragon. Revelation 13:11. 

 
Editorôs Note: For a more comprehensive study please go to ñSTUDIES ON 

REVELATION 12 &13ò by Pastor Stephen Bohr by following the link below. 

https://secretsunsealed.org/studies-in-revelation-12-13-pdf-download/ 

 

But the beast with  lamblike horns was seen "coming up out of the earth."  [Revelation 

13:11.] Instead of overthrowing other powers to establish itself, the nation thus 

represented must arise in territory previously unoccupied, and grow up gradually 

and peacefully. It could not, then, arise among the crowded and struggling 

nationalities of the Old World. It must be sought in the Western Continent. What 

nation of the New World was in 1798 rising into power, giving promise of strength 

and greatness, and attracting the attention of the world? The application of the 

symbol admits of no question. One nation, and only one, meets the specifications of 

this prophecy; it points unmistakably to the United States of America.ð 
The Great Controversy, 440:1, 2. 

 

The First Beast Wounded 
 

1. What was foretold regarding one of the heads of the leopard beast of Revelation 13:3? 

ω Only one head of the beast is wounded, the head that ruled during the 42 months.1 

ω The beast has seven heads but they rule consecutively one at a time. When we study 

Revelation 17 we will find that at this point in the prophecy, five of the heads had 

already died. At the moment when John saw this beast, the head had been freshly 

wounded. Whereas the other heads all died to never live again, this head will  live again. 

ω What is the meaning of the expression ñas if it had been mortally woundedò? 1 
 

The year 1798 marked the climax of the French Revolution that began in 1789. The Revolution 

was an uprising against both kingly power and priestly intolerance. On February 12, 1798 

General Berthier entered Vatican City, deposed pope Pius VI, informed him that his power was 

at an end, and took him prisoner to France where he later died in exile. The emperor, Napoleon 

Bonaparte, had already given the order that a successor not be elected. 2 

 

The Second Beast 
 

2. About the time of the wounding of the papal head, what other power does John see coming 

up out of the earth? Revelation 13:11. 

 

The word óearthô in Revelation 13:11-18 has a restricted meaning. In context, it applies primarily 

to the geographical territory of the United States as seen by the historical sequence of Revelation 

12:13-17. 3 

 

3. Explain the meaning of the expression, "coming up out of the earth." Revelation 13:11. 

The expression ócoming upô is used in Matthew 13:7 to describe weeds that sprout up from the 

earth. 

https://secretsunsealed.org/studies-in-revelation-12-13-pdf-download/
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Revelation 13:11 describes a two horned beast that rises from the earth who will  compel the entire 

world to worship the beast that was wounded with the sword. The text seems to indicate that it is 

the destiny of this second beast to help the first beast recover its power. The land beast will  set up 

an image of and to the sea beast and will  impose its mark. We are told that everything it does is in 

the presence of the first beast. This expression is translated óon its behalfô in the NIV and The 

Message paraphrase has it that this beast ówas a puppet of the first Beast.ô This two-horned beast 

will be the sword in the hand of the papacy and we are told that it will threaten to kill with that 

sword everyone who dissents.3 

 

4. What does John say about the horns of this beast? What kind  of a nation is symbolized by 
this two-horned beast? Revelation 13:11. 

Whatôs remarkable about this beast is its split personality. While it has two horns like a lamb at 

the same time it will speak like a dragon. Notably, the two horns are not broken off before it 

begins to speak like a dragon. It speaks like a dragon while it still continues to have the two 

lamblike horns on its head. The character of this beast is reminiscent of the split personality 

manifested by Dr. Jekyll (good) and Mr. Hyde (evil). 3 
 

The lamblike qualities of the two-horned beast will disappear in hate and bloodshed 

 
It is important to realize that Revelation 13:11 is the summary statement of the entire career of 

the earth beast from beginning to end. It is customary in Revelation for the beginning and ending 

point of a prophetic sequence to be summarized at the very inception of the prophecy 

(Revelation 3:21, Rev. 8:1-5; 11:19; Rev. 15:1). This prophecy does not mean that the land 

beast acts simultaneously like a lamb and a dragon at the very beginning of its career!! When 

this beast rises from the earth it has two horns like a lamb and only later on, while it still has the 

horns like the lamb, it will speak like a dragon. What is meant by the two lamblike horns and 

the voice of the dragon? Letôs begin by identifying the meaning of the dragon symbolism in the 

book of Revelation. 4 








































































































































































































































































































































































































































